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REGIONAL 


Diplomatic Sources Report Egyptian Concern 
Over Maghreb Unification 

45000115 Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 

2 Jul 88 p 6 


[Text] Reliable Arab diplomatic sources have noted that 
there is “disturbance and concern” among Egyptian 
officials over the current steps in the Arab Maghreb 
region to achieve “rapprochement and integration ™ 
among this region’s five countries in preparation for 
building a greater Arab Maghrib. These sources said that 
Egyptian officials “fear” the formation of a large politi- 
cal-economic bloc including Algeria, Morocco, Libya, 
Tunisia, and Mauritania, on the basis that such a bloc 
“might weaken” Egypt’s role in the region. The sources 
indicated that these “feelings” are the ones that 
prompted Egyptian officials to express “doubts” about 
the process of building a greater Arab Maghrib and 
“expect the collapse” of the Algerian-Moroccan rap- 
prochement. However, these sources have affirmed that 
the Algerian-Moroccan rapprochement “rests on a solid 
foundation” and convictions on the highest level and 
that there are several tangible steps and procedures that 
will be adopted to support it in the near future. 


EGYPT 


y of Muslim Brotherhood, al-Jihad in Asyut 
e 
45040154 Kuwait AL-WATAN in Arabic 5 May 88 p 14 


[Article by Hasan ‘Abd-al-Basit: “Open Conflict with 
The Authorities” 


[Excerpts] In the early seventies, the ruling authorities in 
Asyut began the “fatal flirtation” with Islamic groups. 
The aim at the time was to extirpate the sweeping 
Communist current among the students, and the only 
side equipped to perform this task were these groups. 


Ever since that date, the demon of extremism has been 
emerging from its bottle. After consolidating its conrol 
over the University of Asyut, it turned against the 
government that raised it. Armed clashes between 
Islamic groups and the police followed one after the 
other, the most recent being last month’s “Kudiyat 
al-Islam” [Woman Leader of Islam] incident in the city 
of Dayrut, when a group of Islamic youth stormed the 
community center where a play was being presented. 
Swords, metal knives, and firearms were used, according 
to official statements, killing one person and wounding 
scores of others. 


To get a firsthand look at what happened, AL-WATAN 
went to the city of Asyut in Upper Egypt in an effort to 
present a living portrait of life in a city where extremist 
currents reign. We had encounters with all the various 
factions, beginning with the ordinary man in the street, 
all the way up to the governor of Asyut, passing through 


NEAR EAST 1 


students, Islamic group members, and their command- 
ers, and ending with the honeymoon between the Islamic 
groups and the Muslim Brotherhood. 


Mosques were not swarming with worshippers—the 
thundering microphones notwithstanding—and most 
fine aris activities are on the wane. Seeing police officers 
brandishing their weapons in the center of town, and five 
security vehicles parked in front of the public culture 
palace where a National Day celebration featuring 
Upper Egyptian singer Shafiq Jala! was being held, an 
image of Asyut with streets filled with tanks and auto- 
matic weapons was almost etched in my mind when I 
realized that this was a “preventive policy” Asyut gov- 
ernor Maj Gen Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Halim Musa has 
been following, keeping sensitive areas under control to 
ward off trouble. 


Does this mean that cultural and fine arts activities in 
the city have ceased or have been seriously affected? 


“Of course not,” says Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Mun’‘im, dep- 
uty director of the Culture Palace. “Our activities are not 
centered in the city alone, but extend to neighboring 
villages and centers as well. We have put on several plays 
in the village of Bani ‘Adi, and the play that touched off 
the recent events was presented again in the village of 
Abnub. The palace has theatrical groups operating 
throughout the governorate. In the city of Manfalut, 
rehearsals for the all-male "Abu-Zayt fi Bilbays* play are 
under way. In the next few days we plan to hold fine art 
shows, celebrations commemorating Asyut’s authors, 
poets, and artists, cultural meets, and literary seminars, 
and a palace commercial movie theatre will be opened as 
well. Islamic groups do not meddle in our affairs, but 
security precautions are necessary and we have grown 
accustomed to them.” 


Religious Segregation 


The area where the Cultural Palace is located is inhab- 
ited by Christians. In the center of it is a statue of Sa’d 
Zahglul beckoning forcefully, perhaps to draw attention 
to the fact that the national unity motto, which he used 
to raise, has not been adequately realized in Asyut. For 
religious segregation between Christians and Muslims is 
most intense, and economic and educational institutions 
all have either a Christian or a Muslim name. 


Islamic Call Activities 


Islamic Call activities in Asyut are undertaken mainly by 
traditional propagandists, political religious groups, 
social societies, and Islamic cultural centers, which are 
important because, in addition to their religious mission, 
they offer the public social and cultural services in the 
Islamic cultural center. The center, for example, main- 
tains a library with 150,000 books in the various arts and 
science fields, in addition to books on heritage and 
religion. This library, the largest in Upper Egypt, 
receives about 450 students a day. 
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The Islamic cultural center was established in 1983 to 
serve the Islamic Call and raise religious consciousness 
among the youth in the Prophet’s tradition. For, accord- 
ing to center director Dr ‘Abd-al-Sabur Dayf, young 
people use bits and pieces of religion to concemn society. 
To achieve moderation, which Islam commands, the 
center undertakes several activities, including seminars 
dealing with important issues such as the promotion of 
virtue and suppression of vice, and religion’s position on 
the veil. These seminars are moderated and run by 
al-Azhar scholars. 


As for the Muslim Youth Society, it was founded in 1929 
and performs a cultural, recreational, religious role of 
looking after Muslims from birth until the age of 35. 
Amidst its recreational and physical education activities, 
it administers heavy doses of religion. It has formed a 
musical group and a theatrical group in the tradition of 
Islam and has instituted computer courses and several 
clubs where its young members can pursue their hobbies. 
The society calls these young people unto God. 


The Muslim Youth Society, which is an official organi- 
zation, does not have any political affiliations, according 
to its secretary general, ‘Abd-al-Rahman al-Sayyid. 


Political Islam in Asyut is shared by two groups: the 
Muslim Brotherhood and the “Jihad’’ Group. The Mus- 
lim Brotherhood operates in the open, and its positions, 
whether we agree with them or not, are clear. It has not 
been a party to any of the clashes that occurred in Asyut. 
It has a popular base which Ahmad Musa Abu-al-Nasr, 
chairman of the Manfalut city council, describes as 
dignified, having the faith of old people, and this base is 
the Islamic Call’s real asset here. It is not an Islamic 
group that uses Islam to express its disgust for life and, 
consequently, its rejection of everything. 


As for the Jihad Group, it is a well-organized entity. The 
methods it uses to spread the Call are different from 
those employed by the Brotherhood, even though they 
share the same purpose, namely, to apply the Islamic 
Shari'ah. The Jihad Group has its own style of doing 
things which, from its point of view, is in keeping with 
Islamic teachings, such as playing the tambourine and 
religious chanting in the style of “Abu Mazin’, a Syrian 
Islamic group member who died 20 years ago. This 
individual used to bellow heart-rending laments of “the 
whole world is wailing,” as though he was in a funeral! 
Jihad reciters recite the Qur’an with alarming anguish, 
and their public activities center around the group’s 
mosque where every- Saturday organized classes in the 
shari’ah are taught along the fence aimed aimed at 
raising the membership’s level of understanding the Call. 
There is also the Monday meeting which deals with the 
political aspect of religion and includes a special news 
report and political analyses delivered at the mosque. 
The news report is prepared by the Jihad political 
committee, which also prepares studies and analyses 
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dealing with Islamic land global problems from a polit- 
ical perspective to prepare the young members to assume 
their role in the event that the goal of establishing an 
Islamic state is fulfilled, a very likely prospect! 


Poll 


AL-WATAN polled 40 individuals representing most 
denominations and sects in the city. We asked one 
question: How du you view the Jihad’s method of 
spreading the Islamic Call? 


The poll showed that two-thirds of those polled disap- 
proved of this method and of violence in general, even if 
it was in the name of religion. They asked that diaiogues 
with this group not be dropped. The other one-third 
support Jihad’s activities and approved of its style, 
describing its members as young men “inviting unto 
God on evidence clear as the seeing with one’s eyes 
{Surah 12:108] and God will guide them to Himself by a 
straight way.[Surah 4:175]” 


The majority of those who approved of and applauded 
Jihad’s method live in predominantly Christian areas. So 
perhaps the Jihad Group does play a balancing role in 
these regions, as they do throughout the governorate. 
They have been breaking into professional areas once 
monopolized by the Christians, such as the medical field 
which used to be confined to Christians. However, since 
the creation of the Jihad Group, whose members have 
been willingly enrolling in medical schools, the percent- 
age of Muslims in this field has increased to 25 percent. 
Being overly sensitive about this issue is as bad as 
ignoring it. 
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Authority Cites Dollar Revenue Statistics 
45040158b Cairo AL-AKHBAR in Arabic 
26 May 88 p 6 


[Report by Faraj Abu-al-'Izz] 


[Text] An official economic source stated that the reve- 
nues of the free banking market for foreign currency up 
to 23 May totaled $3.177 billion. Credits for imports for 
the public sector were opened for the amount of $1.362 
billion and for the private sector for the amount of 
$1.924 billion. This is in addition to $100 million for the 
settlement of bills of lading and $146 million for unfore- 
seen expenditures for both the public and private sectors. 


The credits and unforeseen expenditures have totaled 
$3.532 billion, an excess of $355 million over the reve- 
nues of the free banking market for foreign currency. 
This amount has been paid from the banks’ own 
resources on the account of the market’s revenues in 
order to insure that opening of credits will not be 
delayed. 
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Oil Field Explored in Ashrafi Area 
45000097 Cairo EGYPTIAN GAZETTE in English 
17 May 88 p 2 


[Text] An important petroleum field has been explored 
in Ashrafi area, Gulf of Suez, near Hurghada. This block 
has been allocated to the International Egyptian Oil 
Company (IECO), whose main centre is Milan, to 
explore and prospect for oil. IEOC has drilled 6 wells in 
the Ashrafi area, all of which gave good indications of 
high quality oil. An official source a: the Egyptian 
General Petroleum Corporation (EGPC) said that the 
exploration is currently being evaluated in preparation 
for its development and drawing a production map, as 
well as an official announcement. 
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Commentator Satirizes Government Disparity 
Cairo AL-AKHBAR in Arabic 14 May 88 p 14 


[“Fikrah” column by Mustafa Amin] 


[Text] I do not think that Dr ‘Atif Sidqi’s government is 
the NDP government, as rumors say. Rather, I would 
imagine that it is a coalition government comprising 
several parties. It includes Nasirists who became Sadat- 
ists and then became Husni Mubarakites. It includes 
ministers who believe in ruling Egypt by constitution 
and law, while others believe in ruling it with the whip. 
It includes ministers who welcome criticism and others 
who welcome hanging the oppositionists on the gallows 
or even shooting them. There are ministers led by Dr 
Rif'at al-Mahjub, ministers led by Dr Yusuf Wali, min- 
isters led by Dr ‘Atif Sidqi, and ministers who are led by 
nobody. It includes ministers who support the open-door 
policy and ministers who support closing all doors and 
windows with lock and key. It includes ministers who 
care for public opinion and others who find pleasure in 
standing against public opinion. If the people say north, 
they stick to south, and ii the people say south, they stick 
to north. It includes ministers who talk day and night 
and never stop talking, while others do not utter a single 
word and their ideal is the Sphinx. It includes ministers 
whose hobby is to create problems, and ministers who 
wake up in the morning and look for something with 
which to spite the public, while other ministers see that 
we have enough worries and there is no need to create 
new ones. 


In the cabinet there are several Rif'at al-Mahjubs who 
conscientiously work to make Rif’at al-Mahjub happy 
and make the Egyptian people miserable. Their job is to 
bring happiness to his saddened heart. If they find a 
successful school they decide to close it down, and if they 
hear about a good school text book they decide to 
confiscate it. And if they see an attempt to raise the 
standard of education, they call for legislating new laws 
that would lower the standard of education. 
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In the cabinet there are rightist, leftist, moderate, and 
extremist ministers. It includes military people who 
think with a civilian mentality and civilian people who 
think with a military mentality. 


So the people wonder: Is the government asleep or 
awake? Is it marching forward, going backward, or 
standing still? Part of it is making noise but doing 
nothing. Some people say that the government is respon- 
sible for everything while others say it is responsible for 
nothing. They say that there is an underground govern- 
ment that makes the decisions and another above ground 
that implements them. 


We wish that we had one prime minister and that all the 
ministers were homogeneous, that there was rapport 
among them, and that they agreed on the policies they 
were pursuing. For example, if the government decides 
to hang all the investors, all the ministers should jointly 
execute the investors; if the government decides to 
eliminate the private sector, then all the ministers should 
take the pickax and destroy the public sector; and if the 
government decides to plunge the country into darkness, 
then no minister should dare to strike a match. 


As for the prime minister, he is independent. 


In any case, it is better for us to have a weak government 
and a strong people than to have a strong government 
and weak people. 


13305 
ISRAEL 


French, Arab Officials Complain About Israeli 
Ambassador 

44000107 Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 

21 May 88 p 6 


[Text] A Western diplomatic source in Paris expects that 
the current Israeli ambassador to France, ‘Ovadya Sofer, 
will be recalled to Tel Aviv soon, and that he will be 
replaced with another dipiomat. It is expected that this 
will occur in the next few weeks. The source mentioned 
that Shim’on Peres, the Israeli Foreign Minister, 
received “complaints” in the last few weeks, from impor- 
tant French circles, relatirg to the activities of the 
ambassador, favoring one presidential candidiate over 
another. The complaints also relate to certain actions 
which disturbed French officials who are usually sympa- 
thetic to Israel. It is noteworthy in this context, that 
ambassadors in Paris from the Arab and Muslim coun- 
tries recently protested to the French foreign minister 
about the “impudent” and “sharp” statements made by 
the Israeli ambassador against Arabs and Muslims and 
their traditions and principles. 
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Arab Ambassadors Reach Tourism Agreement 
With ADP Head 
44230027B Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 6 Jun 88 pp 3 


[Article by Muhammad Khaliliyah] 


[Text] Moroccan officials have declared their agreement 
to allow Israeli Arabs to visit as tourists in Morocco 
according to the same conditions and with the same 
opportunities as for Moroccan Jews who have become 
citizens of Israel. 


Knesset member [MK] ‘Abd-al-Wahhab Darawishah, 
chairman of the Arab Democratic Party [ADP], 
announced this yesterday at a press conference in Naza- 
reth. 


MK Darawishah, who returned last night from a two- 
week visit to the United States and Egypt, said that he 
had met in the United States with the ambassadors of 
Egypt, Tunisia, and Morocco. In his opinion, this was 
the first time that Arab ambassadors in the United States 
had met with an Israeli Knesset member. MK Dara- 
wishah raised before the Tunisian and Moroccan ambas- 
sadors the idea of allowing Israeli Arabs to visit their 
countries. According to Darawishah, the Moroccan 
ambassador on the spot consulted his government and 
received a favorable reply. The Tunisian ambassador 
promised to study the matter and reply at a later time. 


MK Darawishah remarked that he was encouraged by 
his trip to the United States, where he and Dr Jiris 
Khuri, an active member of the Arab Democratic Party, 
took part in the annual congress 0:1 Arab communities in 
the United States. Darawishah said that leaders of the 
Arab communities promised to mobilize financial sup- 
port for his party and had founded an organization of 
American friends of the ADP. 


MK Darawishah revealed that while in Egypt he was the 
personal guest of Dr Usamah al-Baz, President Muba- 
rak’s political adviser. Darawishah delivered an invita- 
tion to Dr al-Baz to the opening celebration of the first 
conference of the ADP, which will take place in Nazareth 
on 13-14 July. According to Darawisah, Dr al-Baz 
replied to the invitation and promised to attend the 
opening evening of the conference. Also invited to the 
conference were leaders of the Arab communities in the 
United States and journalists from Egypt. 


Yesterday in Nazareth, the full central committee of the 
ADP met and decided that a high level delegation, on 
behalf of the party, would go to the President’s home in 
Jerusalem and deliver an invitation to President Hayim 
Hertzog to be a guest of honor at the opening celebration 
of the party conference. It was decided to invite the 
heads of political parties from the center and left as well, 
but invitations were not sent to the leaders of the Labor 
Party, the Likud and the parties of the extreme right. 
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The party central committee decided to publish, begin- 
ning in the middle of the month, a weekly journal called 
AL-DIYAR, which will express the party’s policies and 
platform for the Knesset elections. 


The committee also approved the party budget for the 
elections, 600,000 new shekels, of which one-third will 
be obtained from contributions by members and sup- 
porters, one-third from party financing, and the rest 
from contributions the party will elicit ‘rom the Arab 
communitics in the United States. 
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Female Reservists To Study Arabic for 
Intelligence Purposes 
44230027A Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 7 Jun 88 p 2 


[Article by Tali Zelinger] 


[Text] The Intelligence Corps is making a concerted 
effort to produce a reservoir of Arabic speakers within its 
ranks and is now about to recruit for the IDF the first 
class of women reservists to study Arabic and education, 
who will perform their compulsory and regular army 
service as teachers of Arabic in high schools. 


In recent years, a shortage of Arabic speakers has arisen 
within the Intelligence Corps. The Intelligence Corps 
and the Education Ministry jointly developed ways to 
solve the problem, and in that framework it was decided 
to shift teaching Arabic from the primary schools to the 
middle level and secondary schools. The Corps solved 
the problem of the shortage of qualified teachers by 
opening a reservists’ course. 


The Chief of Intelligence, Brig Giyora Zore’a, yesterday 
noted with satisfaction the progress of the project and 
also dwelt on the improvement begun in integrating 
graduates of pre-military courses into the Intelligence 
Corps. About half of the regular positions in the listening 
unit of the Corps are staffed by graduates of the pre- 
military courses, and the number of those within the 
Corps with that training has grown four times compared 
to the number of soldiers and officers who received their 
training during their military service. 
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LEBANON 


Special Department for Exchange With USSR 
Established 

44000133 Beirut L'ORIENT-LE JOUR in French 
4 Jun 88 p2 


[Text] Yesterday the Association of Lebanese Industri- 
alists held a meeting presided over by Mr Fu’ad Abu 
Salih. The meeting reviewed the results of a visit which 
an Association delegation made to the Soviet Union last 
month. 
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Mr Abu Salih explained in detail that the initial agree- 
ment signed in Moscow provided fer commerical 
exchanges between Lebanon and the Soviet Union on 
the basis of barter trade and has an estimated value of 
one million dollars. 


He stressed the fact that the Soviet authorities insisted 
the exchanges be developed by Lebanese institutions 
_ach as the Association, which would play the role of a 
coordinator and supervisor of operations. 


Mr Abu Salih explained that all industries had the right 
to put their name on the roster of companies wishing to 
participate in the exchange operations. 


The Association then decided to establish a special 
department which will coordinate operations between 
Lebanese industrialists and the Soviet authorities. 


OMAN 


Agreement Signed To Provide Funding for 
Hatchery 
Muscat AL-WATAN in Arabic 23 May 88 p 4 


[Excerpt] An agreement over a loan for the financing of 
the largest egg producing project in the Sultanate was 
signed yesterday. The project’s financing has previously 
been provided by the Bank of Oman for Fisheries and 
Agriculture and the Oman Development Bank. 


Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries and Head of the 
Oman Bank for Agriculture and Fisheries, Shaykh 
Muhammed ibn ‘Abdallah ibn Zahir al-Hina’1, signed 
the loan agreement which provides for the financing of a 
new OR | million poultry company. 


The company’s Chairman of the Board, Dr ‘Ali ibn 
Muhammad ibn Musa also signed the agreement. At the 
same time, the company acquired a loan valued at more 
than half a million OR from the Oman Development 
Bank to finance the project. 


The agreement’s signing is in accordance with the imple- 
mentation of His Majesty Sultan Qabus ibn Sa’id’s 
objectives in connection with the year of agriculture. 


Sa’ad ibn Musa al-Janibi, Manger of the Oman Bank for 
Agriculture and Fisheries, stated that the farm created by 
the signing of this loan agreement constitutes the largest 
project undertaken by the bank since its founding. Al- 
Janibi said that, “its production capacity will reach 42 
million eggs per year and will meet approximately 21 
percent of consumer needs.”’ He said that the bank is 
giving top priority to the Sultan’s course of action, aimed 
at the development of agriculture and the development 
of livestock and poultry resources in the provinces. He 
added that this project constitutes one of the principle 
supports in this field, especially in light of the fact that 
the average yearly consumption of eggs in the Sultanate 
will reach 200 million by 1990. 
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The manager of the Oman Bank for Agriculture and 
Fisheries said that, “in the near future, the bank will 
extend financial assistance to facilitate development 
projects in the areas of poultry and fish resources.” 


SAUDI ARABIA 


Wheat Exported to Soviet Union 
44000131 Mecca AKHBAR AL-'ALAM AL-ISLAMI in 
Arabic 2 MAY 88 P14 


[Text] A quantity of 104,079 tons of Saudi wheat was 
recently shipped to the USSR. This shipment is part of 
the more than 170,000 tons which was agreed to be sold 
to the Soviets. The remainder of the sold wheat is 
expected to be shipped in sucessive [amounts], such that 
all shipments will be completed by the end of May. 


It is worthy of mention that the Public Authority for 
Grain Storage and Flour Mills has received a number of 
requests from some countries to purchase wheat. This 1s 
characteristic of the good quality of Saudi wheat. 


SUDAN 


Governinent Signs Protocol With USSR 
4500011la Khartoum THE GUIDING STAR in English 
26 May 88 p i 


[Text] The Sudan and the Soviet Union have signed a 
scientific and cultural cooperation protocol between 
therm. 


The cooperation programme includes scholarships for 
high education, science, culture, arts besides cooperation 
in information exchange and sports. 


/12223 


Deputy Foreign Minister Describes Reforms in 
Diplomatic Service 

45040130a Khartoum AL-USBU’ in Arabic 

25 Apr 88 p 5 


[Interview with ‘Ali Ahmad Sahlul, deputy minister of 
foreign affairs, by Iman Muhyi-al-Din and Samiyah 
Sayyid] 


[Text] Foreign activity under democracy, which is based 
on pluralism, is facing many challenges, especially since 
it comes after years of guided diplomatic activity. 
Because of the importance of the role the Foreign Min- 
istry plays in embodying foreign policy and in fact 
interpreting it in order to realize Sudanese diplomatic 
goals which strive to improve relations with friends and 
fraternal countries and open the windows of relations 
with all the countries of the world under the guidance of 
the principles of nonalignment and the Sudan’s firm 
positions on the side of what is proper, AL-USBU’ met 
with Mr ‘Ali Ahmad Sahlul, deputy foreign minisier, in 
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a conversation on Sudanese diplomatic concerns and 
means for stimulating foreign activity in a manner which 
will be in keeping with the new democratic platform. 


[Question] What happened in the Foreign Ministry dur- 
ing the defunct era? 


[Answer] Before the uprising, the elimination of diplo- 
mats and people working in the ministry took place, and 
many of these eliminations were based on vague pre- 
mises, with the production of elimination lists and the 
issuance of retirement letters on behalf of the public 
interest, although the reasons for the dismissal or the 
harm which was inflicted on the public interest were not 
stated. 


There were 22 ambassadors who were eliminated, and 2 
years after them a larger number of ambassadors were 
eliminated. 


[Question] I would like you to tell us the difference 
between diplomatic activity in the past and present in 
light of the new political facts which have come about in 
conjunction with the return of democracy. 


[Answer] In the past, the Foreign Ministry’s powers were 
vested in the office of the president and the cabinet, and 
many of the Foreign Ministry’s powers were eliminated 
from the top of the executive system before the uprising 
because there was a single authority for the legislative 
and executive, which led the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
to consist of a secretariat and nothing more. After the 
period of the uprising, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Started to regain its status, place, and responsibility in 
the Sudan’s foreign policy by preparing the studies 
requested by the authorities, observing world events, 
monitoring what was going on in the international arena, 
and carrying out the foreign policy the government 
requires in accordance with the country’s strategic goals. 
Consequently a form of cooperation arose between the 
office of the head of state, the office of the prime 
minister, and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


[Question] How do you see the ministry developing? 


[Answer] The seminar in which a number of people 
participated who are responsible for the various depart- 
ments in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs who are 
informed of the problems and suffering of the ministry... 
The officials are trying to apply what was discussed in 
the seminar. We deal with problems which have accu- 
mulated over more than one period of time, in the form 
of administrative and financial problems, and this 
requires the reorganization, rehabilitation, and develop- 
ment of all the ministry’s agencies and resources. 


[Question] What are the most important features of 
present foreign policy? 


NEAR EAST 


[Answer] During the second half of the May regime, 
foreign policy was one of alignment toward the interna- 
tional struggle; indeed, sometimes it amounted to a form 
of subordination, since the Sudan proceeded to carry out 
some major countries’ schemes in the Horn of Africa, the 
Red Sea, and the Arab countries. Now, we have started 
to return to the Arab and African commitment, non- 
alignment, the Good Neighbor Policy and avoiding 
alliances, to remedy the causes of tension and regional 
instability and in an effort to establish firm cooperation 
among the countries of the region. This cooperation will 
guarantee all their stability and growth as a result of 
active work by regional and international organizations, 
especially with respect to the execution of plans for 
cooperation among developing countries in all points of 
.nterest, be they nonalignment, the Organization of 
African States, or the Arab League in order to participate 
in positive, constructive dialogue between the develop- 
ing countries of the south and the industrial countries of 
the north. Also, effective participation is necessary in all 
international proceedings and negotiations which are 
aimed at disarmament and the elimination of chemical 
weapons and the like, which for the most part harm 
innocent civilians, as well as participation in creating 
any international effort which aims to establish a new 
world economic order founded on participation and 
cooperation between the advanced and developing coun- 
tries and facilitating the means for transfer of capital, 
expertise, technology and individuals among countries 
in order to advance development and international 
trade. 


[Question] The Foreign Ministry’s tasks are great. What 
has happened regarding setting out a climate which 
might prepare new working circumstances for diplo- 
mats? 


[Answer] There are committees actively at work in the 
ministry, and these committees are working to set out a 
new structure which will be in keeping with present 
needs to make it possible to perform the ministry’s tasks. 


Here in the ministry there are no personnel in Grades 
One and Two, and the overall task of these committees 1s 
to eliminate the flaws which the ministry suffered from 
over the years as far as its other counterparts in the 
government system were concerned. 


The ministry has started to reopen the ministries which 
were closed in the defunct era. The strange thing is that 
Numayri closed 22 embassies, then began to open them 
at higher costs. This was a strange procedure. After the 
uprising, most of them were opened, and the rest were 
opened during the elected government. 


[Question] The Sudan’s policy seems unclear, going by 
some of the statements which have been made by some 
officials. 
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[Answer] Serious steps have now been taken on the 
Sudanese and Ethiopian sides to create a format for a 
positive dialogue which will have the effect of piacing a 
limit on the disputes that exist in their regard. The 
ministerial committee has started to hold active meet- 
ings, and there is agreement on a meeting at the end of 
this month to set out the basic problems. The desire ts 
present on the part of both parties to put a limit to the 
tension that exists. 


There also is another ministerial committee with Chad, 
and intensive communications are underway to set a 
meeting date for the ministerial committee. 


With respect to Uganda, a joint ministerial committee 
Started its activity, visits took place between officials, 
and the solutions raised began to be carried out for the 
sake of sending on the refugees. 


As to Zaire, there are consultations underway to hoid a 
meeting of the joint ministerial committee to deal with 
the problems of the borders and bilaterial relations in 
terms of trade and the economy. 


No problems exist which need treatment between us and 
our neighbor Kenya. Mr Idris al-Banna’s visit confirms 
this. In my opinion, the dialogue which took place 
between the two parties was positive and constructive 
and we have nothing to put in the section on problems 
with Kenya. 


[Question] What is the Foreign Ministry’s role in settling 
disputes with the neighboring countries? 


[Answer] The Sudan is always ready to take part in the 
process of bringing views closer together, and we have 
made great efforts in Libya, which have had positive 
results with fraternal Egypt. 


In other circumstances, these settlements are held at the 
level of the minister of foreign affairs or ambassadors, 
then the joint committees. This does not mean that any 
entity is mistreated. Rather, any entity that is most 
suitable for carrying out this activity according to the 
nature of the reciprocal side will be in coordination 
between the ministry and the other agencies. 


[Question] What have the international community’s 
reactions been concerning the Sudan’s refusal to provide 
shelter for more refugees? 


[Answer] In the past the European countries were accus- 
tomed, whenever a problem occurred in a country, 
whether economic, political, or social, to have its citizens 
cross the borders to the Sudan, because it is the green 
Oasis, our borders were open, the citizens would gather 
and the major countries would offer aid, always tied to 
their circumstances, for a period of time. Then their aid 
would be cut off, and the Sudan, under its current 
circumstances, cannot cope with this large number of 
refugees. We do not feel that we should suffer because of 
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the points that arise from the problems of the other 
countries. To that one should add that we have a special 
situation in the south and the emigration of its inhabit- 
ants to the north, and these people need aid. We have our 
problems, and our money, and the problems of others. 
We must ask the major countries to offer aid to the 
afflicted countries to help them in their areas, and we are 
prepared to help them in an organized manner. The 
major countries must offer their aid regularly so that 
their circumstances will be resolved. The Sudan has 
carried its greatest burdens in the course of the past 
years. 


11887 


Official Blames Transport Crisis on Lack of 
Buses, Spare Parts 

45000111d Khartoum THE GUIDING STAR in English 
26 May 88 p 3 


{Article by Mark Attary: “Transport Inadequacy Due To 
Lack of Buses & Spare Parts’’] 


[Text] Lack of buses and spare parts are the causes of the 
present transport inadequacy in the National Capital, 
the Director of National Corporation for public Trans- 
port Brigadier PCS Mukhtar al-Shaykh said in Khar- 


toum on Tuesday May, 24. 


Brigadier al-Shaykh said there were only 140 buses in the 
depot, one quarter of them already off road due to 
inavailability of tyres and other essential engine parts. 


Efforts to import necessary spare parts have been hin- 
dered by the then government orders banning importa- 
tion of foreign goods due to limited hard currency in the 
State treasury. 


Brigadier al-Shaykh, however, added that an agreement 
has been reached between the Corporation and the 
Ministry of Commerce on May 23, allowing the impor- 
tation of spare parts. He also attributed the transport 
inadequacy to the closure of Omdurman bridge to all 
traffic going from Khartoum during rush hours and the 
system of schedules adopted by the Corporation. 


Brigadier al-Shaykh explained that some of the buses are 
being used for transporting soldiers to and from work 
and cannot, therefore, meet public demand due to their 
limited number. 


Meanwhile, private bus owners said they could not 
satisfy public demand for transport because their vehi- 
cles were licenced for use on specific lines. 


One private bus owner who declined to give his identity 
said police authorities were to blame for the shortage 
because they did not issue public service vehicle licences 
in proportion to population size. 
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Most taxi owners were unanimous in their readiness to 
serve the public provided there was enough fuel. 


/12223 


Al-Jazirah Project Supervisor Discusses 
Revitalization 
45050126 Khartoum AL-USBU' in Arabic 28 Apr 88 p § 


['Abd-al-’Azim Salih report] 


[Excerpts] The al-Jazirah Project needs no introduction. 
Everybody knows the importance of this project and its 
role in building the national economy. It is the world’s 
biggest and most important agricultural project. In view 
of the importance of this project, this week I went to the 
project site and talked to all those working on it in order 
to give the reader a true picture of ‘he al-Jazirah Project. 
We present this dialogue with ‘Abdallah Muhammad 
al-Zubayr, chairman of the board of directors project 
supervisor, in his office at the project in Barakat. The 
appointment for this interview had to be changed several 
times due to the supervisor's being busy. He began by 
expressing deep gratitude to AL-USBU’ for taking inter- 
est in the al-Jazirah project. He said, “We thank the 
paper for this kind gesture and for showing interest in the 
project. We thank you for your visit and we warmly 
welcome you.” 


The Project and our National Economy 


Speaking about the role of the al-Jazirah Project and its 
contribution on the national level, ‘Abdallah Muham- 
mad al-Zubayr, chairman of the board of directors and 
project supervisor, said that the importance of the al- 
Jazirah project in contributing to the national economy 
lies in the fact that it covers 50 percent of the area of 
Sudan’s irrigated land—since Sudan's economy depends 
on agriculture, agricult: ire depends upon irrigated farm- 
ing, and the al-Jazirah Project constitutes 50 percent of 
the irrigated area. It produces 50 percent of Sudan's 
cotton crop, which is Sudan’s entire production of long 
staple cotton. It also produces 60 percent of Sudan's 
peanuts, 70 percent of its wheat, and 15 percent of its 
millet, the Sudanese people’s staple food. This beinz 
what the project should contribute to Sudan’s nationai 
economy, failure to do so clearly would have an adverse 
effect on Sudan's economy and on food supply in the 
country. Continuing, Mr “Abdallah said: If we take the 
ton as a basis, in the al-Jazirah project the planted area 
ranges between (150,000) and half a million feddans 
with an average production of 50 qintars per feddan for 
a total production of 2.5 million gintars. The fluctuation 
of prices notwithstanding, we can perceive, on the basis 
of these figures, the amount of the al-Jazirah Project 
contribution compared with its contribution during the 
period of lew production which was far below the 
production of its golden era. 
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When we asked about the revitalization of the project. 
the al-Jazirah Project supervisor explained its outlines to 
us. He said: “As we have already said, after the initiative 
taken by a group of honorable people from this country, 
two plans carne into being. Under one plan, generators, 
production machinery, agricultural tools, fertilizers, pes- 
ticides, vehicles, and storage depots were imported. This 
has led to maintaining the vitality of al-Jazirah Project. 
It was hoped that the period of reconstruction would last 
for 5 years after the period of revival, but the May 
revolution had lost its international credibility and, as a 
result, most of the world’s countries and organizations 
had suspended their dealings with it. Consequently, the 
second plan for revitalizing and modernizing the al- 
Jazirah Project was suspended until the uprising 
occurred. 


Two months after the uprising, response came from the 
World Bank and international organizations. They 
agreed to finance the program, to which $300 million 
was allocated. They all agreed to finance the program 
and, in fact, this was put into effect beginning at the end 
of May 1985. By the end of this May, 3 years will have 
passed since the project was launched, which, God 
willing, will be completed by 1990. 


Completion of Modernization of the Railroad and 
Communications Network 


The program for the revitalization and restoration of the 
al-Jazirah Project consists of more than 20 projects. Two 
projects have been completed 100 percent. The first was 
the project for the restoration of the al-Jazirah railroad 
with a British grant of 5 million pounds sterling. New 
locomotives and railroad cars were purchased and some 
of the rail lines were repaired. The railroad plan was 
implemented with 100 percent success. 


The secorid project was that of the telecommunications 
network, which has cost about $30 million and was 
carried out with a Japanese grant. This project too was 
planned, carried out, and completed with 100 percent 
success. Now the entire irrigated al-Jazirah area is irri- 
gated by means of this network, which will contribute 
greatly in overcoming administrative and agricultural 
problems in the al-Jazirah Project. 


As for the rest of the revitalization and restoration 
projects, they have been suspended to varying degrees, 
depending on the financing party. There are six financ- 
ing parties for this project. They are: The World Bank, 
The Saudi Arab Fund, The Arab Monetary Fund, Japan, 
and Italy [only five listed]. The parties that are imple- 
menting the revitalization and restoration program are: 
the al-Jazirah Project Administration, the Ministry of 
Irrigation, the Excavations Board, the Agricultural 
Re ‘earch Authority, the Blue Nile Health Project, and 
the Water Supply Authority. They all work through the 
Committee for the Revitalization of the al-Jazirah 
Project. For example, the Excavations Board has 
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received spare parts to overhaul more than 1,000 dredg- 
ers. Ten new dredgers will be received shortly. Since 
implementation of the work has begun due to the early 
arrival of spare parts, it is expected that work will be 
completed this season and that this will have an impact 
on irrigation. 


We asked about the effect of the revitalization plan on 
the current season. The supervisor said the revitalization 
plan this season will affect only the transportation of 
crops from the fields to the cotton gins—through mod- 
ernization of the railroad—and the storehouses and the 
transporation of production machinery from the store- 
houses to the fields. This is due to the fact that the only 
project completed was the modernization of the railroad. 
Yet there are many projects that would affect production 
positively that have not yet been implemented, particu- 
larly with regard to irrigation, vehicles, cotton gins, and 
the telecommunication network. The projects that are 
being implemented will affect the next season. The 
previous season did not benefit from revitalization as far 
as the railroad is concerned. 


Problems of the Agricultural Season 


Enumerating the problems that had faced the previous 
agricultural season, the supervisor said that the neces- 
sary financing for some important pesticides, such as 
insecticides, was not available. This coincided with the 
appearance of the dangerous (anfus) pest which spread 
like an epidemic. It also coincided with the failure to 
import the necessary pesticide. This also coincided with 
a shortage of aircraft fuel for pesticide spraying. This 
happened during the season’s most critical period, from 
October to mid-December. Mr ‘Abdallah said that these 
were the most serious problems and directly affected 
production and the fields. There is also the problem of 
the poor condition of the fleet of vehicles operating at 
the project’s administration complex in general and in 
the fields in particular because of the lack of resources to 
import spare parts in order to carry out the necessary 
maintenance for these vehicles, which has prevented the 
movement of traffic. This is in addition to the difficulty 
of radio and telephone communications with the project 
area. 


Invasion of Animals 


Mr ‘Abdallah said that one of the problems we faced in 
the project in the past season was the invasion of animals 
from all sides of the project, from east of the Blue Nile, 
west of the White Nile, and south of the province 
because of the rain shortage this season in the grazing 
areas of these animals. This has led to an increase in the 
incursion of animals on the project and was one of the 
problems that exhausted us and tired us in many of the 
irrigation districts. We hope that this problem will be 
dealt with in the future. 
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Before asking any further questions we were interrupted 
by the voice of the director cf public relations, announc- 
ing that time for the interview was up. At the end of the 
meeting, I told the al-Jazirah Project supervisor that 
subordinating project to the Ministry of Agriculture 
would lead to a lot of independence in decisionmaking, 
and at the sam=> time, that the project's fluctuation 
between subordination to the Ministry of Finance and to 
the Ministry ef Agriculture had caused confusion in the 
decisionmaking process in the project. “What is your 
opinion?” I asked. The al-Jazirah Project supervisor's 
answer was more than diplomatic. He said that since its 
inception the project has been sometimes under the 
Ministry of Finance and other times the Ministry of 
Agriculture. 


And so ended this brief interview with Muhammad 
‘Abdallah al-Zubayr, supervisor of the al-Jazirah Project. 
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Former Intelligence Officer Criticizes Decision To 
Reorganize Intelligence Apparatus 

45040135a Khartoum AL-USBU' in 

Arabic26 Apr 88 p 3 


{Article by ‘Asim Kabashi: “Sudanese Intelligence— 
Who Killed It in Its Cradie?”’] 


[Excerpts] Three years ago, at this time of year, one of 
the biggest and most serious intelligence services in the 
Arab and African regions—indeed in the whole Middle 
East—was eliminated. In that period the authorities 
jammed its personnel into the gloom of the prisons by 
signal from political powers which had their interests in 
killing this venerable institution in its cradle. These 
political forces got what they wanted, when the covering 
of vengeance and revenge effaced the eyes of the ruling 
authorities and they became swept away with the hostile 
current to smash an octopus which had caused hostile 
countries, leaders and interests sleepless nights—an 
octopus over which the members of the transitional 
military council gave final rites and which they killed in 
its cradle, after the remnants of the left and some biased 
persons had danced over its cohorts, and the lamentation 
continued to speak forth, between the fervor of victory 
and the violence of the profligates. There was the mas- 
sacre and the lethal knife was anointed with the blood of 
the nation, love for it and loyalty to it. 


Was Merging the Two Agencies Right? 


The merger of the two agencies, general security and 
national security, into a single agency stirred up much 
noise and resentment at times and approval at other 
times. The experiment proved to me that merging the 
two agencies was a blatant error, since all the countries of 
the world that have gone before us in this area urge the 
independence of the two agencies so that the element of 
competition between the agencies will be a means for 
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advancing the process of performance. When the oppor- 
tunities are provided for comparing what one agency 
obtains with the other, these are elements which greatly 
help the process of working out political decisions. In 
America, for example, we find that the CIA is responsi- 
ble for foreign securi‘. while the FBI is responsible for 
domestic secu: ity, in israel, also, we find that the Mossad 
is the agency of foreign intelligence while the Shin Beth 
assumes the responsibility of domestic security, and the 
same in a number of countries that are advanced in 
terms of intelligence. 


Training Courses Are Not Everything 


Many people believe that training courses and sessions 
make intelligence men exceptional personnel. This view 
might be correct in all areas, but it is encumbered by a 
certain deficiency in regard to the question of intelli- 
gence, since actual practice and the observation of errors 
in the field alone are what create an intelligence person 
from A to Z in a period of no more than 6 months. But 
will his unit be able to obtain excellent intelligence 
personnel through his study of these sciences? Of course 
not. We will just have put that person on the proper road, 
and this person will never be able to complete the 
mission for his success as long as he has not engaged in 
actual field practice. 


Sudanese Intelligence Is More Even-Tempered 


Many people have continued to tell stories lacking in 
objectivity and truth on the intelligence agencies and 
portray them to others as just chambers of torture, 
terror, usurpation, and captivity. They have forgotten 
what the intelligence agencies do in all other countries 
without exception. It will be confirmed to these people 
that Sudanese intelligence is a mere oasis of tranquility if 
they compare our agencies with the horrors the other 
agencies perpetrate in the form of killing, usurpation, 
torture, and flaying. Our Sudanese agencies are the most 
even-tempered and cordial in the whole world. 


What Have We Stolen? 


The overwhelming majority of the citizens believed that 
the Sudanese security agency monopolizes benefits and 
allocations which are rarely set aside for another group. 
This view has not been confined to ordinary citizens but 
indeed goes beyond them to the agency’s colleagues in 
the other :uilitary forces. However, these people quickly 
return to the truth when it is confirmed to them that it is 
not benefits or allocations which provoke the attention 
of the ordinary observer, and here I must raise an 
important observation, which is that the » erformance 


and output of anyone who sets out benefits and alloca- 
tions as a goal for his work in the intelligence agencies 
will be condemned to failure, will become a pit of 
corruption and the working of corruption in the body of 
the intelligence agency concerned, and will also become 
an easily-obtainable commodity in the congested intelli- 
gence market! We in the dissolved State Intelligence 
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Agency have been subjected to many of the arrows of 
prejudice and the urge for exposure. Sometimes we are 
people who own millions and at other times we are 
feudalists who own villages and pastures. However, I teil 
these sick people. we are only humans like you. We go 
about in the markets, nde buses and live among our 
people in helter-skelter housing. Where do you stand 
with al! this purity which we are proud of, even the 
grandchildren” 


Who Are Our Enemies? 


i. Te remnants of the Communists and the people who 
ha*< tollowed them in terms of evil. 

<. The Ba’thists and the people who have followed them 
tor the sake of gain. 


3. Forgers of import and export permits. 
4. Smugglers and dealers in hashish and opium. 


5. The armies of the unemployed, malingerers, and 
loiterers. 


6. Traffickers in dollars, riyals, and yen. 


7. Two countries, one of which is Arab and the other 
African. 


Cooperaation Protocols with 18 Agencies 


The dissolved State Security Agency managed to lay firm 
foundations fo~ joint cooperation and the exchange of 
information with more than 18 intelligence agencies in 
the world. The officials of Sudanese intelligence dealt on 
the basis of equality and reciprocity, remote from poli- 
cies of exploitation and cooptation which the major 
intelligence agencies pursue with those of lesser swwy. 
Therefore people investigating the agency were amazed 
when they compared what the government spends on the 
agency with the resources it has, when they found a great 
difference between the two. This prompted some senior 
Officials to say that such and such an organization or 
such and such a company belonged to the agency; in the 
morass of these lies these people forgot the fruit of joint 
cooperation among intelligence agencies. Cars, techn’cal 
equipment, spare parts and materiel for them would tlow 
into the agency free of charge from many countries, in 
the context of bilateral cooperation protocols. 


We Have Been Treated Unfairly Even in the Arabic 
Language 


Our enemies from the group of prejudiced persons have 
been unfair to us in everything, even in nomenclature, 
Since they have called us the “dissolved security agency”. 
“Dissolved” [munhall] is the passive of the fou.-letter 
[seventh conjugation] verb, that is, to be dissolved—that 
is, to melt into a change from one character to another. 
Linguists use this word for people who have degenerated 
morally as a type of metaphor, as if it was appropriate for 
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those people to look for the proper nomenclature, which 
is the “dismantled security agency”. The word “dis- 
mantled” [mahlul] is the passive word for the proper past 
compounded three-letter verb, which is to dismantle in 
the sense of breaking up the charter, that is, to release, 
and the passive participle is that of the first conjugation; 
consequently, it is dismantled. Therefore the proper 
nomenclature is the dismantled State Security Agency, 
not the dissolved one, and the cliques of the left must be 
devoted to God in our regard. I consider myself above 
replying to them, because I have not yet devoted myself 
to them full time, and am still in a state of war with the 
giants. As far as they go, I will refer to a sergeant or 
corporal from my troops to answer them, and they must 
remember that every event has a story. 


When the Public Prosecutor Is Truthful 


The public prosecutor said, in one of his press state- 
ments, that the names of the people cooperat:ng with the 
dismantled security agency, which were in his dossier, 
represent only a drop in the ocean. His excellei:cy was 
totaliy truthful in this statement. We, prior to the twi- 
light of the former regime, secured the positions of all 
sources which cooperated with us, and I personally 
eliminated the files of all the people who cooperated by 
way of giving them insurance. That was done in the first 
hours of the morning of 3 April 1985. This measure is 
normal in the profession of intelligence, since the source 
of information or agent is property of the intelligence 
officer. The organization and the intelligence officer do 
not have open freedom, in that he does not reveal liim 
even to the chairman of the intelligence organization, 
not to speak of someone outside this organization. 


I would like to assert that the people who have the names 
that have been discovered account for no weight, since 
they are third- or even fourth-rate sources. My group 
feels pride when it recalls that it superseded Col Oliver 
North and his secretary in ensuring the secrecy and 
volume of information, when they eliminated the most 
important of the famous Iran Contragate case docu- 
ments. This, upon my life, is a Sudanese innovation and 
a wise reading of the dimensions of the future and 
concern to preserve the moral precepts of the profession, 
and we are proud of it to this moment! 


Not Even the President Was Safe from Our Power 


Believe it or not, my dear reader, this giant agency of 
ours did not know boundaries or barriers. Even all the 
contacts and conversations which the former president 
carried out, far from our tents—we tried painstakingly to 
know the dimens:ons and scope of all these contacts and 
coversations, in spite of the iron grip of military intelli- 
gence around them, as it had assumed guardianship of 
him when he was in residence and travelling. The 
successful intelligence agency is the one which goes after 
information in the various areas of society and various 
locations of the government, starting with the health 
office and ending with the office of the presidency. More 
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than once we discovered that the former president did 
not rely on our agencies alone in deriving his informa- 
tion, but that he on many occasions relied on a number 
of his own figures, foreigners or Sudanese. We charac- 
terized them as a fifth column. We also accurately had to 
observe the centers of power within the regime’s closets, 
because of the confusion and disarray ihese centers 
caused the system of political and diplomatic rhythm. 
Therefore it was natural that the system should spy on 
the president and a number of his assistants. 


I have mentioned that the agency developed and became 
qualified at a high degree of performance, and the 
methods of gathering information became multifarious. 
In this context, we would plant delicate listening equip- 
ment in a number of places of residence of certain 
important figures in order to observe what was going on 
inside them; these include figures who are important 
today. We became able to listen to every whisper or sigh 
from them, thanks to the delicate listening equipment 
which had been carefully planted in their living rooms 
and bedrooms. They had to seek this equipment to 
eliminate its evil, and if they have not found it I advise 
them to change the furniture and break down the walls, 
or move to other houses. 


Let me avail myself of this opportunity to warn the 
security agencies to remove the delicate listening equip- 
ment from the former security guard posts’ walls. This 
information is my gift to the security agencies on the 
occasion of the third anniversary of the revolution, and 
my testimony to them on every coming anniversary will 
be information about the secrets and hidden things of 
our phantom organization on the basis of the continuity 
of engineering. 


Control Remains with the Intelligence Agencies 


An intelligence agency is of no value if it has not been 
active in the five channels we reviewed at the start of this 
article and it is of no value if it has not penetrated other 
foreign agencies, especially those where enmity, misun- 
derstanding, diplomatic instability, or poor neighborly 
relations exist between us and their countries. If those 
agencies are of this sort, they will then happen to become 
a genuine partner in making political decisions and 
observing them in all the stages of their growth, and thus 
they will be effective in performance. 


In This Manner Will We Remain 


In spite of the harm, in spite of the harrassment, and in 
spite of the trivialization of the role we would have 
played on behalf of our country—in spite of all this, we 
have continued to hold fast to this good land. We have 
not rushed after a foreign country, as many did when 
they were in a state such as ours. We have not asked 
foreign intelligence to supply us with dollars and dinars. 
Indeed, we have stayed among the people of our nation, 
eating from the fruit of our labors. There is no obscurity 
or ambiguity in our position. We terrorize those who 
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terrorize us, are hostile to those who are hostile to us, 
and answer shots with a hundred or more. At the same 
time, we extend our hand in Sudanese pride and self- 
regard, from a position of strength, to those who wish our 
friendship. We do not terrorize a person, group, faction 
or even country. We have served as a modei only with 
the permission of almighty God. 


My dear reader, this is a humble part of the massive 
scope of the profession of intelligence, whose pavilion is 
replete with amazing wonders and which in the view of a 
number of international writers is absolutely the most 
lowly of professions because of the killing, terrorization 
and espionage that it entails. However, I see no way for 
the Muslim to avoid pursuing it, if he believes in God 
regarding all things great and small. If he does that, no 
harm will befall him, even if men and demons meet over 
him. The Almighty One said, “And for those who fear 
God, He ever prepares a way out.” [Surah 55:2] 


I believed in God with respect to every decision I made 
during my work in this “reprehensible” profession, and 
he has brought me, by his grace, out of the wiles of my 
enemies. Whenever they set a fire for war God put it out, 
and how beloved God is. The Almighty One said, “Those 
before them did also devise plots; but in all things the 
master-planning is God’s. He knoweth the doings of 
every soul; and soon will the unbelievers know who gets 
home ii the end.” [Surah 13:42] God almighty has 
spoken the truth. 


The meeting will be in another article, and soon, by 
almighty God’s permission. 
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Fund Finances Kordofan Agricultural Project 
45000111c Khartoum THE GUIDING STAR in English 
2 Jun 88 p 1 


[Text] The African Development Fund has extended 
16.85 million units of account as loan to the Sudan for 
financing the South Kordofan Agricultural Project. 
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Report Indicates SPLA Headquarters May Move 
to Kenya 

450001115 Khartoum SUDAN TIMES in English 

25 May 88 p 2 


[Text] Al-Nahar learned that SPLA leader John Garang 
is currently trying to move his headquarters into Kenya 
in the light of the likely Ethiopian-Sudanese compro- 
mise, and that Kenya has started oil exploration in area 
of Sudanese territory that are directly under SPLA 
control. Al-Nahar’s East African correspondent said that 
Lonhro, a British firm, in cooperation with Kenyan 
interests regularly grants SPLA substantial finance. The 
report added that Kenyan allegations of SPLA attacks on 
villages were unfounded. 
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Negotiation over Government Posts Reviewed 
45040135a Khartoum AL-SIYASAH in Arabic 
27 Apr 88 p I 


[Text] Consultations and meetings are still going on 
regarding the subject of the composition of the cabinet, 
the announcement on which is expected at any moment. 
It appears that the decision will not be categoric, since 
give and take is still the major character of the nature of 
the consultations. The negotiations could produce a final 
result at any time. 


Up to the early hours of the morning today, the consul- 
tations had reached the point that the ministries should 
be as follows: 


Sovereign ministries: 


. Presidential affairs 

. Foreign affairs 

. Interior 

. The office of the public prosecutor 
Local governments 

. Information 

. Defense. 
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Economic ministries: 


1. Finance and planning 

2. Agriculture 

3. Industry 

4. Irrigation 

5. Foreign Trade and Economics (a new ministry) 


Service ministries: 


1. Transportation and Communication 

2. Energy and mining 

3. Labor and social insurance 

4. Service and administrative reform 

5. Religious affairs and religious endowments 

7 [as published]. Education, higher education and 
scientific research 

e 8. Health 

¢ 9. Internal trade, supply and cooperation 

¢ 10. Aid, emigres and refugees (a new ministry) 


11. Youth and sports 
12. Telecommunications and telephone (a new min- 
istry) 
e 13. Construction and public works 
¢ 14. Livestock resources. 


In addition, the preliminary agreements the negotiators 
have reached indicate that: 


The premiership will fall to the Ummah Party. 


The chairmanship of the assembly will belong to the 
NIF. 
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The chairmanship of the head of state will belong to the 
DUP. 


Each party's share of the ministries will be as follows (as 
of the first hours of this morning): 


The ministries of the Ummah Party: 


1. Presidential affairs 
2. Social care 
3. Finance and planning 
4. Education, higher education and _ scientific 
research 
5. Agriculture (the DUP is asking for that) 
¢ 6. Irrigation and water power 
e 7. Interior (there is a conflict over this with the 
DUP) 
¢ 8. Industry or energy and mining (the DUP and the 
NIF are asking for that) 
¢ 9. Service and administrative reform 
10. Information. 


The ministries of the DUP: 


¢ 1. Foreign affairs 

¢ 2. Youth and sports 

e 3. Interior (there is a conflict over this with the 
Ummah Party) 

¢ 4. Industry (there is a conflict with the Ummah and 
the NIF) 

e 5. Foreign trade and economy 

¢ 6. Religious affairs and religious endowments (they 
are asking for the tithe in addition to that) 

¢ 7. Aid, emigres and refugees (there is a conflict over 
that with the NIF) 

e §8. Construction and public works. 


The ministries of the NIF: 


1. The office of the public prosecutor 
e 2. Internal trade and supply 
3. Aid, emigres and refugees (there is a conflict over 
this with the DUP) 
¢ 4. Industry or energy and mining (there is a conflict 
over this with the Ummah Party and the DUP) 
¢ 5. Telecommunications and telephone. 


As for the Ministry of Defense, an independent figure 
will take charge of that. Nominated for that are Lt Gen 
(Retired) ‘Abd-al-Majid Hamid Khalil or Brig Gen 
(Retired) Hasan ‘Uthman, “the Mayor’s Son”’. 


The southerners’ ministries: 


1. Livestock resources 

2. Labor and social insurance 

3. Health 

4. Transport and communications 
5. Local governments. 


As to the expectations of the political stage on the 
nominations for ministerial portfolios, they will be as 
follows: 
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1. The NIF: 


In accordance with the ministries which might be allo- 
cated to it. However, the probable names are Dr Hasan 
al-Turabi, Ahmad ‘Abd-al-Rahman Muhammad, 
*‘Uthman Khalid, Hafiz al-Shaykh Zaki, Ahmad al-Tijani 
Salih, Musa Husayn Darar, ‘Ali ‘Uthman Muhammad 
Taha, Muhammad al-Hasan al-Amin. 


2. The DUP: 


It is said that a new team might have entered the 
ministry this time, by the deputies’ choice. It has been 
said that the six ministers will be broken down as 
follows: 


A minister whom the leader of the party will choose, two 
ministers whom the deputies of the east will chose, a 
minister whom the deputies of Kordofan will choose, a 
minister whom the deputies of the center will choose, 
and a minister whom the deputies of the north will 
choose. 


In any event, the likely names are: 


Al-Sharif Zayn al-’Abidin, ‘Uthman ‘Amr, Ahmad Bilal, 
Muhammad al-Hasan ‘Abdallah Yasan, al-Tum Muham- 
mad al-Tum, Muhammad Tahir Jilani, [brahim Hasan 
*Abd-al-Jalil, Ahmad Sa’d ‘Umar, al-Sirr ‘Awad Yusuf, 
Ahmad Hasan al-Jak, Hasan ‘Ali Shabu, Hasan Mustafa. 


3. The Ummah Party: 


With respect to the Ummah Party, it is expected that it 
will be injected with a new group of ministers now that 
the departure of some has been confirmed. Some names 
have been circulated, of which we might mention al- 
Harikah ‘Izz-al-Din, Muhammad al-Mustafa ‘Umar, 
*Abd-al-Rasul al-Nur, ‘Abdallah Muhammad Ahmad, 
Jabrallah Khamzin, Hamad Bagadi, ‘Abd-al-Rahman 
Farah, Ibrahim al-Amin, ‘Uthman ‘Abd-al-Qadir ‘Abd- 
al-Latif, al-Tijani al-Tayyib, and al-Sarah ‘Abdallah 
Naqdallah. 


Since it is not possible for one party to get more than one 
sovereign ministry, the meeting of the two gentlemen 
may have decided whether the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs or Interior will fall to the DUP. 


In addition, the new ministry might be formed tomor- 
row, Thursday, or Friday or within the period of the 
early part of next week at the latest. 11887 
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Editorial rue ‘Veiled Threats’ To ‘Liquidate’ 
SUDAN TIMES 

4500011le Khartoum SUNDAN TIMES in English 
24 May 88 p 2 


{Article: “Blaming the Messenger: Sadiq and the 
SUDAN TIMES”} 


[Text] One of the most vital elements in any democratic 
system is the freedom of the press. The press serves a 
vital role as a forum for policy debate and acts as the 
public’s watchdog when individuals, groups or govern- 
ments seek to abuse power or the law. As such it should 
only be limited under the direst of circumstances and 
only through the court of law when the media can be 
proved to be lying and treasonable. The Prime Minister’s 
recent veiled threats against the SUDAN TIMES must 
therefore be taken very seriously as a direct affront to 
democracy and the freedom of information. 


His accusations fall into two connected categories. 
Firstly he accuses us of exacerbating the racial divide in 
Sudan by stating that his government is dominated by 
Arab Moslems. It is difficult to see how he can deny such 
a claim: Southerners, who comprise upwards of 30 
percent of the country’s population are represented by 
five members out of a thirty-member cabinet. To this it 
should be added that they are generally in less important 
positions and contrary to the practice in the north, the 
Prime Minister alone chooses the Southerners rather 
than their parties; The key posts (such as Foreign Affairs, 
Finance, Interior, Attorney General) were carved up 
between the three main Northern parties. Secondly the 
Prime Minister accuses the SUDAN TIMES of encour- 
aging support for the SPLA inside the country and of 
being one of the so-called “fifth columnists’. This is 
clearly untrue as we have never supported the SPLA at 
any time; we advocate nothing more “subversive” than 
peace! Al-Sadiq’s accusations are baseless but they do 
serve to demonstrate much of the inconsistency which 
has characterised his personal thinking and his govern- 
ment. He accuses us of heightening divisions in Suda- 
nese society, an accusation which assumes that there is 
no room for a democratic opposition. As far as he is 
concerned, you either support al Mahdi or Garang; there 
is nothing in between. Now who is polarising Sudanese 
society? Having dismissed his accusations we must 
examine the constitutional issues raised. 


Al-Sadiq al-Mahdi was democratically chosen for the 
post of Prime Minister. As such, his job is to govern the 
country as best he can and address its most pressing 
problems. Nowhere in our constitution is he exhorted to 
act as a despot and when he talks of “liquidating” this or 
any other newspaper he exceeds his powers. It was 
exactly this sort of behaviour which led to the military 
takeover in 1969 by the unlamented Numayri regime 
which was eventually ousted by the Sudanese people in 
April 1985. 
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The Prime Minister does not seem to have grasped the 
fact that in a democracy one does not threaten to 
“liquidate” an opponent; one attempts to refute his 
opponent’s arguments. This he has conspicuously failed 
to do. His usual tactic is either to ignore accusations 
against his government or to repeatedly deny them 
despite irrefutable evidence or to make threats. A case in 
point was his denial that the government gave support to 
the Baggara militias. Finally, long after everyone in the 
country and all foreign observers had realised that his 
government was supporting militias he performed an 
amazing volte face and admitted it himself. Perhaps one 
day we can look forward to the Prime Minister admitting 
other such obvious but unsavoury truths; that slavery is 
flourishing in the south of the country and the Libyan 
troops frequently take possession of parts of Darfur. 


Sayed al-Sadiq’s behaviour reminds one of the legenda- 
rily absurd ancient Greek practice of killing a messenger 
who brought bad news. The Prime Minister may not like 
what he reads in the SUDAN TIMES but this newspaper 
is scarcely to blame if there are bitter truths to be told 
about the Sudan today. We do not derive any pleasure 
out of uncovering the sorry and sordid happenings of the 
past two years of al-Sadiq’s government; who wants to 
admit that war, famine and Human rights abuses are 
rampant in his homeland? But if such is the truth we 
must go on reporting it. And the government sworn 1n on 
May 15 should make the solution of these grave prob- 
lems its priority; not the suppression of the free press. 
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Government Plans Large-scale Importation of 
Agricultural Equipment 
44040240a Damascus AL-THAWRAH 25 May 88 p 7 


[Article by Ahmad Haydar: “In the Context of Providing 
Agricultural Production Requirements for the Coming 
Season, The Prime Minister Agrees to the Importation of 
10,000 Farm Pickups as a First Installment’’] 


[Excerpts] Day after day the cabinet is asserting what it 
has declared since its initial formation, in the words of 
its premier, Mr Mahmud al-Zu’bi: priority goes to the 
agricultural sector and our economy can be strengthened 
only through the development and support of this sector 
and the provision of its requirements. The government 
has expressed its interest in the agricultural issue in 
many measures it has taken in past months; our brothers 
the peasants have sensed these in a concrete way. The 
most important of these has been the rise in crop prices 
in a manner which will offer the peasants a feasible profit 
as well as providing many production supplies at their 
specified times. Those following the agricultural ques- 
tion have observed the government’s attention to agri- 
culture through the proliferation of meetings which have 
been devoted to discussing the status of agriculture and 
means of developing and supporting it. These meetings 
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have been beneficial and practical, because they have 
crossed the t’s and articulated what is going on in the 
minds of every peasant in Syria. 


Today the government is reasserting that it is on the side 
of agriculture and its development and support of the 
people working in it, and on the side of its requirements 
and needs, so that the agricultural sector may assume its 
full, major role in supporting our domestic economy. 
This was obvious in the meeting Mr Mahmud al-Zu’bi, 
the prime minister, held to discuss ways of providing 
agricultural production requirements for next year. At 
this meeting a number of important decisions were made 
and we will present the discussions held in it which we 
consider it our duty to present to our brother peasants 
and all persons concerned with agriculture. 


The Importance of the Meeting 


The reason for this meeting’s importance is that it 
touched upon the agricultural question in its essence and 
viewed its problems as every peasant in Syria views 
them. This means that the people who are at the top of 
the pyramid of responsibility are following up on the fine 
points of things and the sufferings of the peasant breth- 
ren. 


I do not believe that a meeting has been held for a long 
time which has addressed itself to the actual state and 
requirements of agriculture and the provision of its 
needs in such a careful manner, apart from this meeting, 
which was attended by the deputy prime minister for 
economic and service affairs, the ministers of agricul- 
ture, transportation, planning and finance, and some 
specialized consultants. While the higher agricultural 
council has been discussing the problems and actual state 
of agriculture, we believe that it has not addressed itself 
to them with the care and realism we sensed at this 
meeting, which was thorough in its subjects, far-ranging 
in its objectives and multifarious in its dimensions, 
because it raised a number of issues on more than one 
level. The ministers were the articulate voice of the 
peasants of the country in every meaning of the word. I 
had not expected that a high-level meeting would discuss 
the issue of providing sheet metal for wells the peasants 
drill on unirrigated lands in order to irrigate them, and 
we had not expected that the issue of providing small 
trucks might be discussed at this time, when everyone is 
avoiding anything that requires foreign currency, espe- 
cially vehicles, which cost much in that currency. The 
ministers did not neglect issues concerning agriculture, 
Starting with fertilizer, proceeding through tractors, 
pickup trucks and even hoes, cattle, reapers and water 
pumps, and ending with the necessary sheet metal for 
well casing. Indeed, they talked about them as the 
brother peasants talk in their private gatherings. This 
indicates the high sense of responsibility and feeling for 
the suffering of the peasants, on whom the major reliance 
is placed regarding the uplifting of agriculture and the 
domestic economy. 
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Production Supplies 


Mr Muhammad al-Zu’bi, the prime minister, spoke at 
the start of the meeting and said that the basic goal in 
this meeting was to think, together with the brother 
ministers, about means which will guarantee the provi- 
sion of production supplies for the agricultural sector for 
next year in a timely, satisfactory manner. 


He said, “Based on the excellent yield of the current 
agricultural season, whose likes, it has been said, have 
not been in evidence for a long time, and the surprising 
production estimates—a single hectare of barley was 
expected to produce just | ton yet the results have shown 
that it has produced a ton and a half and 3 to 4 tons in 
some regions, the question that arises is, how can the 
government provide production requirements for the 
peasants, and what are these requirements? 


“Anyone monitoring the agricultural situation will see 
that there has been an obvious dereliction in attention to 
agriculture during the past period, since the major atten- 
tion has been directed toward the development of indus- 
try and the reclamation of land at a time when land ready 
for farming has been ignored, even to a minor degree, 
and the exploitation of it has been ignored, so that efforts 
and money could be diverted to the reclamation of 
semi-desert land. We have lost much money and time in 
reclaiming this yet have not realized any return for the 
country through reclamation so far, except to a minor 
extent, while if we had invested part of this money in the 
development of arable land and had invested it appro- 
priately, we would have realized many times over what 
we did realize, through the modest resources which the 
peasant brethren have devoted to agriculture. 


“There are many questions which come up before a 
person when he tries to review the agricultural situation 
in the country, among them, have we gone beyond 
primitive methods in farming? Have we started to use 
science in the treatment of agricultural issues? Where is 
agricultural mechanization? Where is the optimum use 
of the broad, vast areas of fertile land in Syria? Many, 
many questions we can raise, but the answer to them 
might be difficult, because actual conditions indicate 
that we are still following primitive methods in most 
steps of agricultural activity. Although mechanical plow- 
ing has entered the stage of execution, sowing, plowing, 
sorting, insecticide spraying, fertilizer spraying, cotton 
picking and so forth are still manual up to now, at a time 
when it has become possible to replace these manual 
activities with modern mechanical methods. In other 
words, it has become possible to introduce machinery 
into all phases of agricultural activity of various areas 
and diversity. 


‘While there were previous attempts to introduce mech- 
nization into agricultural work, they have remained 
limited and restricted, since they have involved only 
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certain sites which belong to the government, while the 
broader sector, which is what relies on the effort of the 
peasant, has remained unmechanized.” 


Tools, the means and requirements of agricultural pro- 
duction, are at the forefront of what must be provided. 
This was the focus of the meeting we attended. Through 
it, it was confirmed to us that it has been determined for 
us to find a solution to the peasants’ problems and the 
obstacles of agricultural development in the country. 


The Importation of Pickup Trucks 


While the reader has derived the essence of the meeting 
the prime minister convened from what we have said, we 
must present him with the details of what was discussed 
and the decisions which were taken regarding it. 


At the meeting the matter of providing pickup trucks for 
brother farmers was discussed, because they are consid- 
ered of greai importance in agricultural work and con- 
tribute to a great extent in alleviating many of the 
burdens and expenses the peasants bear. The discussion 
addressed itself to the bases which must be followed to 
specify the desired criteria of the types of trucks and the 
ones that are most used and most important in terms of 
agricultural activity. Discussion also took place on the 
numbers registered previously for the acquisition of 
trucks. Through the discussion it was apparent that these 
numbers were very large, it was not reasonable that they 
all be used in agricultural work and not everyone who 
registered a pickup truck was a peasant—rather, they 
included government employees, doctors and others who 
did not work in agriculture. Therefore the prime minis- 
ter requested that there be precise bases and fair stan- 
dards for determining who is in real need of a truck and 
what the real number of those people is, so that the 
government might work to respond to this need. After a 
long discussion on the subject of importing trucks, the 
prime minister agreed in principle to the importation of 
10,000 pickup trucks as a first installment, provided that 
they be distributed to peasants who have signed up, 
including people who actually are working in agriculture 
in accordance with the bases established for that end, 
and that they be sold at their true price. The vehicle 
organization will import them under the supervision of a 
special ministerial committee to be formed by decree of 
the prime minister. He also gave directives that the 
importing processes be as speedy as possible so that these 
vehicles may be accessible to the peasant brothers during 
a period preceding the beginning of the next agricultural 
season. That will contribute to a large extent to the 
success of the season and an increase in production. 


Milking Cows 


The subject of importing milking cows, the brother 
peasants’ demand for which is increasing every day, was 
also discussed. Mr Muhammad Ghubash, the minister of 
agriculture, spoke on this subject, asserting that the 
importation of cattle was of no less importance than 
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tractors and trucks, because cattle enter into the produc- 
tive cycle within 3 months of their importation and they 
can pay back what is spent as their price in a very short 
period. In his conversation, the minister referred to the 
establishment of conditions for the peasant brothers 
upon their receipt of the cattle, including the failure to 
rely on the government in providing fodder for this 
cattle, so that they might take the issuc of relying on their 
land in providing fodder for their cattle into their 
consideration and calculations. After the discussion, it 
was decided to import 15,000 milking cows, of which 
10,000 would be for the government, distributed among 
feedlots. Through the discussion, it was apparent that 
this number could be raised according to the demands of 
the peasant brothers and all requests would be answered, 
whatever they were. The prime minister ordered that the 
cattle be distributed among the peasant brothers at the 
real per-head price to prevent trafficking in them on the 
black market, provided that the distribution take place 
under the aegis and by the supervision of the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Agrarian Reform. 


Farming Tractors 


We all know how great the importance of farming 
tractors has become as far as the peasant is concerned. 
We also know the magnitude of the suffering the peasant 
faces in providing tractors and how much he pays to buy 
them from the black market. Therefore, this issue 
enjoyed a substantial amount of discussion in this meet- 
ing. The ministers stated that demand for all types of 
tractors had increased, and the minister of agriculture 
stressed the importance of 30-horsepower tractors, 
which are used in farming orchards planted with fruit 
trees. He stated that the need was restricted to tractors of 
30 to 45 horsepower and 110 horsepower, and it was 
decided after the discussion to import 5,000 45-horse- 
power farming tractors, 5,000 30-horsepower tractors 
and 3,000 110-horsepower tractors and to distribute 
them among the peasants who signed up at their true 
price. The Ministry of Industry will supervise their 
distribution. 


Additional Requirements 


The minister of agriculture raised the subject of the 
importation of mechanical hoes, since they have become 
necessary and have additional uses, since the peasants 
use them for transporting workers after locally-manufac- 
tured trailers are added to them. 


The prime minister agreed to the importation of 10,000 
hoes and their distribution among peasants under the 
supervision of the Ministry of Industry through the 
agricultural machinery distribution company subsidiary 
to it. The issue of importing a number of reapers in a 
manner responding to the need of the next farming 
season was also raised, and agreement was made to that. 
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It was also decided to import a large quantity of metal 
sheets necessary for manufacturing the casing for wells 
drilled by peasant brethren to irrigate unirrigated lands 
or irrigated lands the irrigation lines do not reach. The 
mineral organization will import them and they will be 
distributed under the aegis and supervision of the Min- 
istry of Agriculture, provided that they be used for this 
purpose exclusively. That wil ‘ighten the burden on the 
brother neasants, who pay large amounts as a price for 
casing 3 to 4 miiiimeters thick. 


The prime minister gave his directives that the process of 
importing agricultural production requirements would 
take place at maximum speed and by the briefest means, 
and stressed the bypassing of red tape in the purchasing 
process and total honesty in dealing with brother peas- 
ants. 


11887 


Author Questions Israel’s True Motives for Peace 
Negotiations 

44040242A Damascus AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 

21 May 88 p 3 


[Article by Muhammad Khayr al-Jamali: “The Concept 
of Settlement in the Israeli Perspective’’] 


[Text] Although Israel is an entity that by its nature and 
purpose for existence is incompatible with the notion of 
comprehensive and just peace and with any objective 
settlement leading to the realization of such peace, given 
its racist character, its aggressive and imperialist purpose 
for existence, which is based on colonization, and its 
goals—purely on the publicity level Israel cannot oppose 
settlement as a concept. If Israel were to oppose the very 
idea of a settlement, it would be helping to uncover its 
aggressive nature by a confession in front of interna- 
tional society, thus altering much of the false image of 
Israeli reality that Israel has fabricated in the mind of 
broad sectors of this society. It would alter the false 
image of the role Zionism plays when it insists upon 
portraying itself as a “national liberation movement” 
and insists that the realization of its goals by the creation 
of “Greater Israel’’ does not constitute aggression against 
the Palestinian people, but stands as the ideal solution to 
what Zionism calls “the Jewish problem.” 


The Demagoguery of Israeli Policy 


Lest any appreciable change should occur in the external 
image of the Zionist entity, this entity has followed a 
constant line toward settlement as a concept pressing for 
confronting the dangers of the Arab-Zionist conflict. 
Sometimes the line has involved appearing in the guise 
of the party accepting a settlement; sometimes it has 
involved presenting settlement proposals lacking realism 
and practicability, due to their being based on debilitat- 
ing conditions. Israel knows in advance that the Arabs 
will reject these proposals because they do not fulfil their 
demands. One should note that this line increases in 
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prominence during periods when Israel faces a difficult 
and critical situation, as was the case when Israel went 
through the October war of liberation, and as is the case 
now, when Israel is facing the continued uprising of the 
Arab Palestinian people. From the Israeli point of view, 
raising the slogan of a settlement in such situations is 
justified as a political maneuver aimed at obviating the 
dangers that Israel faces and that impede implementa- 
tion of Israel’s strategic plans for achieving Zionist goals 
or for protecting Israeli interests. In every situation, 
Israel as it now exists is a means for the achievement of 
the Zionist project and its imperialistic role. 


Significantly, the Israeli line on the settlement question 
does not preclude the possibility of a solution, if its 
achievement harmonizes with the Zionist strategy of 
ambition for Arab land and with this strategy’s require- 
ment that Israel remain a strike force effectively superior 
to the Arab powers taken together or individually. As 
long as a union of Arab forces remains at the hypothet- 
ical stage, Israel wiil remain the virtually absolute power 
in the Middle East region, given the fragmentation of the 
Arab powers, and given Israel’s insistence on its contin- 
ued superiority and on a settlement that guarantees it 
this superiority, on the pretext that it is “a strategic 
necessity for Israel’s purported security.” The Israeli 
position toward a settlement and the thinking this posi- 
tion has to date produced defining the broad lines of the 
settlement that Israel espouses and support of which it 
announces nearly every day offer material proof of the 
organic connection between the concept of a settlement 
in the Israeli perspective and the strategy of power and 
Zionist ambitions. Let us begin with the position con- 
cerning a settlement. 


Position Concerning a Settlement 


The Israeli position on a settlement has not changed, 
even though there have been some developments to 
Israel’s advantage as a result of the signing of the Camp 
David Agreement. This agreement, the first example of 
settlement implemented between Israel and an Arab 
state—namely, Egypt—gained for Zionism the removal 
and neutralization of Egypt from the theatre of the 
conflict. It added a heavy additional burden to the tasks 
of the Arab struggle—the burden of freeing Egypt from 
the shackles of a settlement that tied it to Israel and that 
appointed obligations for Egypt toward Israel and its 
security, at the expense of Egypt’s pan-Arab obligations. 
The Israeli position remains what it was in the begin- 
ning—a tactical maneuver aimed at presenting Israel as 
a “dove of peace” in a sea of Arab hostility and at 
imposing a settlement guaranteeing Israel’s freedom of 
Zionist action and its assigned imperialist role. Clarify- 
ing the nature of this position, Yehoshafat Harkabi, a 
Zionist who formerly served as head of Israeli intelli- 
gence, said in the wake of the October War, “It seems to 
me that the possibility of a settlement still does not exist. 
Of course, we have to present a position and set down the 
fundamental principles of a settlement. It is advisable 
that the demands appear just and balanced, but they 
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should be hedged with conditions that cause the oppo- 
nent to reject them. We will then maneuver and allow 
him to present a counterposition and reject a settlement 
based on compromise. His demands will thus emerge as 
an embodiment of unreasonable extremism.”! 


A similar tactical maneuvering position on the concept 
of 2 settlement was reflected by israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres in a 1984 statement: “The Labor Align- 
ment will be generous with words and show flexibility in 
its desire for negotiations. We shall show our firmness 
only at the negotiating table, where we should be gener- 
ous with words, not with territories.” 


Propaganda Aims 


Based on the propagandistic nature of the Israeli 
approach to the subject of a settlement, one can see a 
number of goals at which Israel aims by means of this 
propaganda. All of them are connected with improving 
Israel’s image before international public opinion and 
with presenting the Arabs as the unyielding party in a 
settlement. The most prominent of these goals are: 


1. Concealing the aggressive nature of the Israeli entity, 
and clothing every aggression against the Arabs with a 
quality of legitimacy: This is done by appearing in the 
position of desiring peace and settlement, in the way 
defined by Peres and Harkabi. 


2. Winning international public opinion to the side of 
the Israeli entity and leading it to support that entity’s 
policies under the influence and attraction of Israel’s 
maneuvering position toward a settlement—a position 
that portrays Israel as an entity that “loves peace and 
desires a settlement.” 


3. Attempting to isolate the Arab side and saddle it with 
responsibility for the situation produced by lack of a 
settlement: This is done by portraying the Arabs as the 
ones who refuse to accept a settlement. 


4. Providing appropriate circumstances for continued 
Israeli expansionist wars against the Arabs, against a 
background of consequences produced by lack of a 
settlement, and after Israeli claims to have offered every 
opportunity for a settlement. 


This is in case the Arabs reject Israeli ideas on a 
settlement with the debilitating conditions stipulated in 
the Israeli proposals. Were the Arabs to make a mistake 
and accept these ideas, Israel would have gained strate- 
gically. Arab acceptance would mean accepting the 
Israeli conditions—namely, a guarantee for the twofold 
Zionist strategy of expansion into Arab land and Israel’s 
continued existence as a strike force unequalled in the 
entire Middle East. A reconsideration of certain details 
of the Israeli idea of 2 settlement reveals many of the 
aspects of this strategic gain. 
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Fundamentals of the Zionist Idea of a Settlement 


From the time of the June 1967 war until the present, the 
Is,aeli position on a settlement has been based on three 
noes: 


1. No to the permanent national rights of the Palestinian 
Arab people, especially heir right to return and establish 
an independent state on their own territory. 


2. No to a complete Israeli withdrawal from occupied 
Arab lands. 


3. No to a comprehensive settlement based on justice 
and aimed at realizing lasting and just peace in the 


region. 


Israel’s three noes to a comprehensive, just settlement 
derive from the fact that such a settlement would over- 
throw the fundamental claims by means of which Zion- 
ism contrived the establishment of “Israel.’’ Such a 
settlement would clearly conflict with the nature of the 
mission to which the Israeli entity is dedicated in its role 
as a means to full achievement of the Zionist project and 
the protection of imperialistic interests. 


Admission of the national rights of the Palestinian 
people would be a real recognition that the Palest:nian 
problem is the essence of the conflict and its tirm 
foundation—as indeed it is. Furthermore, such a recog- 
nition would mean that the “legitimate” basis that Israeli 
existence in the Arab region has contrived is a spurious 
basis, given the fact that truly legitimate existence on 
Palestinian soil belongs to the Palestinian people, who 
are entitled to raise the Palestinian issue, and who are 
owners of the usurped land on the ruins of whose people 
and culture Zionist Israel was established. 


From the Israeli point of view, Israeli withdrawal from 
occupied Arab lands would mean a retreat by Israel from 
a Zionist “achievement” it had won at the level of its 
ambitions to expand within both Palestinian and Arab 
land. 


From the Israeli point of view, and in light of Israel’s 
functional role, a comprehensive settlenent would mean 
imposition of a ban on this role. Such a ban would be 
inconsistent with Zionism’s larger goals embodied in the 
achievement of a “Greater Israel,” with a geographical 
area stretching from the Euphrates to the Nile, and with 
a broad regional role in the international struggle 
between East and West. 


To frustrate any possibility of realizing a just and com- 
prehensive settlement in the region, the Israeli propa- 
ganda and political machine has fabricated its own idea 
of a settlement. It is the sort of settlement that would 
guarantee that Israel retains as much occupied Arab 
territory as possible and remains a strike force capable at 
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any time of resuming its aggressive role, based on Israel’s 
notorious use of pragmatic excuses justifying any aggres- 
sion launched against the Arabs. 


Continued Occupation of Territory 


As regards the retention of as much territory as possible, 
we find it embodied in three items included in the Israeli 
idea of a settlement: 


1. The idea of “autonomy”: in the Israeli view, this is the 
crux and cornerstone of any settlement. Israel adheres to 
this concept because it eliminates the existence of the 
Palestinian issue and circumscribes it within the bounds 
of a disagreement over a formal problem—namely, 
autonomy—thereby ignoring the right of the Palestinian 
people to establish a political, economic, military, and 
legal entity of their own. Furthermore, “autonomy,” in 
Israel’s view, applies to people, not to land, since Israel 
considers the West Bank and Gaza to be “liberated 
Israeli territory.” 


Defining the position of autonomy within the framework 
of a settlement, Yitzhak Shamir said, “We are interested 
in Creating a settlement for reaching peace, coexistence, 
and tranquillity in the region. The only way to reach this 
is the way of autonomy, which will provide the oppor- 
tuuity to achieve serious progress.” 


Defining the ultimate status of occupied Arab territory 
in light of the Israeli idea of a settlement, Yitzhak 
Shamir said, ‘Solutions for peace can be created without 
withdrawal. What 15 being talked about are solutions 
unrelated to withdrawal of our forces...a temporary 
solution...unrelated to withdrawal of our forces.’ 


2. A peculiar interpretation of Security Council Resolu- 
tion 242: Despite the fact that this resolution does not 
authorize the seizure of land by force and demands 
Israeli withdrawal, Israel has given the resolution its own 
interpretation. Israel asserts that the resolution man- 
dated a partial withdrawal from part of the territory, not 
a complete and total withdrawal from all the territory. 
This item has become well- known and needs no proof. 


3. The pretext that continued Israeli control of the 
occupied territories forms a security guarantee for Israel: 
Zionist Knesset Member Rafael Etan, who served as 
enemy chief of staff during the Lebanon raid, said, “The 
danger from retaining the occupied territories and 
administering the affairs of the inhabitants is less than 
the danger of handing over the territories and their 
inhabitants.” Etan justified his opinion with the claim 
that “whoever controls the territories controls the land of 
Israel.” 


A similar pretext was used by ten Zionist council and 
settlement heads from the occupied Golan when they 
demanded in a telegram that “it should be forbidden to 
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yield the Golan in negotiations with Shultz.” They 
justified their demand by saying that “the current bor- 
ders in the Golan are security borders for Israel.” 


Although the Labor Alignment and Likud apparently 
disagree about a settlement, this disagreement does not 
go beyond the means; the essence and content of the 
settlement remain the same for both groupings. The noes 
that Shamir defined find their echo in the view of the 
Labor Alignment. Shimon Peres, Labor’s representative 
in the coalition government said, ““Negotiations must be 
reached with a small number of principles.”’ Peres 
defined these principles as three: ““No to the establish- 
ment of a Palestinian state and a Palestinian army west 
of the Jordan River; the Jordan as the security border of 
Israel; Jerusalem to remain the capital of Israel.”’’ 


Guarantee of Unique Superiority 


As regards the stipulation that a settlement must guar- 
antee Israel’s unique superiority over the Arabs and in 
the region, we can observe this in the Israeli refusals of a 
settiement in the shadow of the situation produced by 
the uprising. This situation has lessened the weight of 
Israeli strength, because Israel has been forced to con- 
centraie a large part of its strength on a confrontation 
occurring within the geographical area controlled by 
Israel. 


Zionist War Minister Yitzhak Rabin said on this point, 
“Even if it were possible to realize peace by political 
means, Israel would be forced to guarantee its military 
strength for a long period of time. Without such strength, 
there would be no appropriate cover for the peace 
agreements that would be realized.”*® Yitzhak Shamir 
has spoken even more clearly than Rabin about Israeli 
superiority, saying, ““The peace we understand is for 
Israel to remain strong. There will never be peace by 
means of Israel’s yielding of land.””? 


This is how Israel pictures a settlement and its strategic 
goals for the period. If this picture indicates anything, it 
indicates that the settlement Israel wants is an impossi- 
ble settlement based on the denial of Palestinian and 
Arab rights. It is a settlement linked to Zionism’s strate- 
gic goals and to its imperialistic and colonial plan in the 
Arab region. 


Asa result, this means that Israel and peace are opposites 
that cannot meet in the same place and at the same time. 


The existence of one of them constitutes a necessary 
negation of the essence and content of the other. 
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ate See eee, — Improve in 


pine Mattar AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 
26 May 88 p 7 


{Article by Ahmad Mardini: “Grain Harvest in al-Ha- 
sakah: Abundant Yield, Full Preparations for Harvesting 
and Marketing’’] 


[Excerpts] Whoever now visits this province immedi- 
ately discovers the importance of harvests in the life of 
everybody, young and old, producers and nonproducers, 
because the crop brings benefit to all citizens. 


How is the harvest this year, and what are the quantities 
expected to be produced? What have we prepared to 
complete the operations of harvesting and marketing? 


Many questions—and the answer to them is in this 
article of ours. 


Good Harvest 


Before going into details, we must point out that this 
year’s harvest is unqualifiedly one of the best harvests 
ever. The reasons are many, with good weather condi- 
tions foremost among them. Precipitation rates sur- 
passed all expectations, reaching approximately 500 mm 
in the districts of al-Hasakah and Ra’s al-’Ayn, and 1,200 
mm in the district of al-Malikiyah, thus contributing to 
the success of the current harvest. In addition, party and 
farmer’s organizations and the provincial administration 
offered aid and exerted efforts to overcome any difficul- 
ties or obstacles impeding the work. The organizations 
involved guaranteed sifted, disinfected, and improved 
seeds to all producers on excellent terms. Fertilizers and 
production requirements were also guaranteed in a bet- 
ter way than in previous years. The decision not to raise 
the price of production requirements played a large role 
in leading producers to do more as a result of this 
encouragement and because of their confidence that they 
would record and realize reasonabie profits. In addition, 
there was the role played by the agriculture departments, 
advisory units, and farmers’ associations that were 
mobilized during the planting season. This was exempli- 
fied by the action of the agricultural experts who spread 
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out in the fields, helping the farmers, and guiding them 
in their work. All this contributed greatly to making the 
current season one of the best seasons ever in al-Hasakah 
Province. 


Comparison 


A quick reading of the figures for last year’s and this 
year’s harvest shows us the extent of the difference 
between them and proves that this has been, as we said 
above, one of the best harvests ever. During the 1987 
season, the areas planted were as follows: 


Wheat: 469,559 hectares Barley: 321,724 hectares Len- 
tils: 24,413 hectares 


Yields were as follows: 


Wheat: 630,000 tons Barley: 
20,000 tons 


100,000 tons Lentils: 


As for marketing operations, the quantities purchased by 
the grain bureau were as follows: 


Wheat: 360,000 tons Barley: 31,000 tons Lentils: 13,000 
tons 


During the current season, the areas planted were as 
follows: 


Wheat: 453,389 hectares Barley: 364,635 hectares Len- 
tils: 69,891 hectares Chickpeas: 5,200 hectares 


The expected yield is: 


Wheat: 900,000 tons Barley: 700,000 tons Lentils: 
80,000 tons Chickpeas: 5,500 tons 


Expected purchases by the grain bureau are: 


Wheat: 800,000 tons (110,000 tons of which are for the 
Seed Propagation Organization) Barley: 550,000 tons 
Lentils: 60,000 tons Chickpeas: 2,000 tons 


When we compare, we observe that production figures 
for the current season are much greater than production 
figures for last year’s season: 150 percent greater for 
wheat, 700 percent greater for barley, and 400 percent 
greater for lentils. 


Production and Marketing Requirements 


Workers in agriculture confirm that for the agricultural 
season to succeed the necessary production and market- 
ing requirements must be provided. Perhaps the first 
measure taken in this area was the implementation of 
Higher Agricultural Council directives permitting the 
importation and introduction of agricultural vehicles on 
a temporary basis. The al-Qamishli gateway on the 
Turkish border was opened for the entry of these motor- 
ized units, in the presence of a committee from the 
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Economy Ministry to supervise and to give out the 
required entry certificates. Old vehicles were given unre- 
stricted and unconditional permission to be used in the 
current season, and their owners were given permission 
to make needed repairs. Public sector organizations 
involved in the harvest such as state farms and agricul- 
tural mechanization were called upon to help, to prepare 
their harvesters and vehicles, and give full help in the 
work. In general, the total number of harvesters available 
in the province was about 850. 


A portion of the agricultural tires required for the 
operation of the harvesters and vehicles was assured, as 
well as fuel, oil, lubricants, and the basic foodstuffs 
needed for laborers and workers in harvesting and mar- 
keting the grain crop. The need of harvester operators for 
necessary food was guaranteed. A special center was 
opened for this purpose and for distribution of the 
materials authorized by books issued by the agricultural 
departments. 


The harvest is expected to be ended within 60 days of 20 
May 1988. In the area of marketing, the required credits 
and funds have been provided to pay the value uf the 
grain to producers. Officials in this area indicate that 
technical difficulties have been solved by coordination 
with the relevant banks and the Economy Ministry, in 
order that there may be no financial bott!enecks in the 
future. A financial center has been established in the city 
of al-Hasakah. Its job is to control checks to the southern 
and western districts. 


Empty sacks to hold the entire harvest have been 
insured. Sales of them by the purchasing centers began 
on 2 May 1988, with new or used sacks priced at 20 
Syrian pounds, and sacks needing repair at 18 Syrian 
pounds. For every sack returned full of grain to the 
organization, 20 pounds will be returned to compensate 
for the value of the sack, whatever its kind or source. 


The human cadre needed for marketing operations has 
been provided, including technical and financial person- 
nel, who were first given a number of training and 
qualification courses. There was coordination with the 
food workers’ union to provide a sufficient number [of 
workers] to cover loading and porterage operations at all 
locations. For operations pertaining to the [State] Grain 
Organization, prices were set by contract between the 
organization and the aforesaid union; for other opera- 
tions, prices were set by the provincial executive office. 


Purchasing centers have been equipped with the spiral 
conveyors needed for receiving bulk [dukma] shipments 
of grain, as well as the (’ara’at) and storage units 1eeded 


for this purpose. 


There was coordination with the provincial Goods 
Transport Office to insure the province’s need for 1,200 
trucks, along with the necessary tires, after all the Gen- 
eral Railroad Organization’s resources available for car- 
rying grain to other provinces were exhausted. This was 
done at a meeting held in the provincial governor’s 
office, with the general director of the aforementioned 
organization present. 
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It remains for us to indicate here that it has been decided 
to establish twenty centers for marketing grain in the 
province. 


Prices 


The following purchase prices for grain have been set for 
the current seasor.’ 


Soft wheat: 350 piasters Hard wheat: 370 piasters Barley: 
280 piasters White lentils: 850 piasters Red lentils: 800 
piasters Chickpeas: 900 piasters 


At its sessions on 10 and 11 May 1988, the Higher 
Agricultural Council decided to make incentive pay- 
ments for early delivery. These payments were set at 200 
Syrian pounds per ton of wheat or barley delivered in 
sacks, and 250 pounds per ton of wheat or v. ./ey in bulk 
shipments, provided that delivery be made during the 
months of June, July, and August. 


Also determined at this session were the 1988-1989 
prices for seed grain to be delivered by the Seed Propa- 


gation Organization: 


Wheat: 4,500 Syrian pounds per ton Barley: 4,000 
pounds per ton Chickpeas: 13,660 pounds per ton 


The purpose of this setting of prices was to give citizen 
producers confidence in state organizations, so that they 
do not store their surplus production, seeing that 
improved seeds will be guaranteed to them at reasonable 
prices during next year’s season. 


Marketing in Bulk 


One of the purposes of marketing by the bulk method is 
to save the price of sacks. During last year’s harvest, 
there was noticeable interest in this method. In the 
present harvest, interest in it is expected to increase. The 
percentage of bulk shipments in the 1987 harvest was 
about 8 percent; it is expected to rise in the current 
harvest from 12 to 15 percent, bearing in mind that most 
of the large agencies market all their production by this 
method. Officials in the province confirm that all mea- 
sures have been taken and facilitations given that will 
contribute to raising the level of marketing by this 
method, either by guaranteeing the requirements for 
transfer of harvesters and vehicles, or by guaranteeing 
such means of marketing as siphons and hydraulic lifts. 
Nevertheless, due to a number of circumstances, the 
method of marketing in sacks is still dominant. It is 
therefore necessary to take all necessary measures to 
prevent trafficking in them and to work at delivering 
them to the producer in the appropriate manner, without 
any increase in their price. 














JPRS-NEA-88-048 
18 July 1988 


Thus, it is necessary that the producer not sell any 
quantity of empty sacks as long as he has not delivered 
the sacks he received to the centers full of grain. Super- 
vision operations by all agencies, especially food agen- 
cies, must be intensified to prevent the transporting of 
sacks outside the province, whether the sacks be new, 
used, or capable of being repaired, subject to military 
seizure. 
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Diesel Engines To Be Exported to Algeria 
45190063d Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 
4 May 88 p 3 


[Excerpt] The SAKMO (a plant which manufactures 
diesel engines) went into production last 8 February and 
will produce about 8,000 engines this ycar, 70 percent of 
which will be sold on the Algerian market. (The plant is 
a mixed enterprise.) 


A first contract, which will provide for a delivery of 
3,600 engines, probably this coming 30 May, will be 
Signed any day now with the El Harrach Concrete 
Materials Unit. 


Other contracts are currently being negotiated with Alge- 
rian enterprises. 
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New Law Regulates Activities of Mosques 
45190063a Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 
28 Apr 88 p 3 


[Text] The Chamber of Deputies met yesterday in ple- 
nary session to study the draft law on parties, the draft 
law pertaining to the mosques and the draft law pertain- 
ing to the signing of a loan agreement between Tunisia 
and the World Bank for the repair and extension of the 
road network. 


Mr Rachid Sfar, president of the Chamber of Deputies, 
expressed satisfaction at the opening of the session with 
the triumph achieved by the Tunisian diplomats at the 
UN following the Zionist aggression of which our coun- 
try was the victim. This victory won by the Tunisia of 7 
November showed the status Tunisia has achieved on 
the international scene. The great support expressed for 
our country in the course of this test, Rachid Sfar said, is 
proof of the excellent image Tunisia enjoys. 


Building Authorization 


The Chamber then studied the draft law pertaining to the 
Organization of the mosques. 
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In the explanation of the justification for this proposal, it 
was indicated that the mosques should remain places of 
prayer, worship and the propagation of good morals. On 
that basis, these premises should be protected against 
extremism and impulsive actions of all kinds. Also, 
within this framework, special attention will be devoted 
to the maintenance of these places of prayer and medi- 
tation and to the improvement of the material situation 
of the imams and other individuals responsible for 
various tasks in the mosques. 


Sheik Chedly Ennaifer took the floor to speak about the 
need to make of the mosques places of prayer and 
contemplation. 


Mr Abdelmajid Razgallah made the point that Islam, 
which is a religion of tolerance, cannot allow extremism 
in any form. 


Speaking of the Friday sermons, this deputy emphasized 
the importance of the work which should be undertaken 
to perfect the trai..ing of the imams. 


In response, Mr Sadok Ben Jemaa said that the draft law 
confirms the interest of the president of the republic in 
Islam, which is the state religion. 


Protection of the Mosques 


This law, he added, will serve to organize and to protect 
these premises, which should be devoted solely to prayer 
and the good word. 


Proceeding to a reading of the draft, article by article, 
with a view to its approval, the deputies raised a number 
of questions. 


It should be noted that Article 2 of the proposed law 
provides that mosques are places where the five prayers 
are said. The Masjed Jamaa is a place where, along with 
the five prayers, Friday prayers and the Aid are said. 


Article 3 provides that prayer in the mosques is free. 


Article 4 specifies that the state undertakes to protect 
and ensure respect for the mosques. 


Article 5 provides that only the commission entrusted 
with the management of a mosque is authorized to 
sponsor activities (preaching, meetings). Where other 
individuals are concerned, all activities are subject to 
authorization from the prime minister. 


This prior authorization by the prime minister is also 
required (Article 6) when it is a question of building a 
mosque. 
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Article 10 stipulates that any individual who undertakes 
unauthorized activities in a mosque is liable to a penalty 
of 6 months in prison and a fine of 500 dinars, or one of 
these two penalties. A number of deputies voiced reser- 
vations about the provisions of this article. 


Mr Mohamed Larbi stated that the application of this 
provision might be difficult and might be the source of 
apprehension. Deputy Chedly Ennaifer asked that this 
article, which does not specify what activities are unau- 
thorized, be revised. 


Mr Azouz Rebai, for his part, expressed satisfaction with 
this law, which will return to the mosques their primary 
role , i.e. making them places of worship rather than 
theaters of violence and unleashed passions. 


Minister of Equipment and Housing Sadok Ben Jemaa 
said that this article is very important in that it defines 
the authorized activities, as well as those which require 
prior authorization. 


This article was approved by a majority vote, with five 
votes against it and eight abstentions. 


Prior Authorization Required 


Finally, Article 11 provides for a prison sentence of | 
year and a fine of 1,000 dinars for any individual inciting 
rebellion and disobedience within mosque premises. 


Deputy Ahmed Larbi indicated that the application of 
this article might lead to confused situations, insofar as it 
limits the role of the imams and the recognized functions 
of the mosques. 


In response to his concerns, Mr Sadok Ben Jemaa 
explained that this provision is above all addressed to 
those individuals who use the mosques to incite rebel- 
lion, and not the imams. Moreover, he said in conclu- 
sion, it is the courts which must rule on such matters, so 
that legality will be respected. 


This article was approved by a majority, with five 
abstentions. 


The Chamber then studied and approved the draft law 
pertaining to the signirz of the loan agreement reached 
on 15 January 1988 between Tunisia and the World 
Bank, pertaining to a sum of 963 million for the main- 
tenance and repair of the national road network. The 
components of this project include, in particular, the 
drafting of plans for the asphalting of 225 km of roadway 
per year and the repair of 800 km. 


This proposal was approved by the Chamber of Depu- 
ties. 
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New EEC Loan Will Encourage Experters 
45190063b Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 
4 May 88 p 1 


[Article by Fethi B’Chir: “Cooperation Which ‘Is Com- 
ing Along’”’} 


[Text]Brussels—A loan of about 10 million dinars for the 
purpose of encouraging Tunisian exporters to “take 
risks” on the European Common Market will be 
announced within the next few days by the European 
Commission, as soon as the decision is formally 
approved by the Council of Ministers of the EEC. 


This nonreimbursable aid will benefit the Tunisian For- 
eign Trade Insurance Company (COTUNACE) and is 
designed to increase its resources. The purpose is to 
contribute to the Tunisian effort to increase sales abroad, 
a European source emphasized. 


Thus, desiring to see fresh money added to our country’s 
funds, the European Commission has agreed that it is 
necessary to make financial aid available to us as rapidly 
as possible within the framework of the April 1987 
cooperation agreement. The rate at which the available 
resources are being applied is in fact developing prop- 
erly, and this merits emphasis. This is the reason the 
third financial protocol, which was approved just 6 
months ago, has already been implemented. At the end 
of last March, the European Commission announced its 
first move in this connection, with the decision to 
allocate the sum of 400,000 nonreimbursable ECUs (1 
ECU equals approximately 0.9 Tunisian dinars) to 
enable the Ministry of Agriculture to purchase 22 com- 
puters for use in organizing the gathering and analysis of 
Statistical data. 


Moreover, the second financial protocol (1981-88) was 
allocated in its entirety. The last decision adopted in 
connection with this protocol benefited the National 
Farm Development Bank (BNDA), which was given a 
credit line of 18 million ECUs to be used for loans to 
small and average agricultural operators submitting 
desirable projects. The departments of the European 
Commission as a whole have expressed their satisfaction 
with the submission by Tunis of very tidy projects which 
have, for the most part, already been listed as actions to 
be undertaken within the framework of the Seventh 
Plan, and thus are for all practical purposes completely 
ready. It is therefore possible to expect that the study of 
two projects of interest in the farm sector will be com- 
pleted within a few weeks. They pertain to the Kef region 
and the water supply system for irrigation in Sejnane- 
Joumine. 


The assessment of the status of cooperation between our 
country and The Twelve is positive, although it is being 
said in Brussels that there is a certain concern about ihe 
prospects for creating the great single European market 
by 1992. 
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In the view of the European Commission departments, 
this “silent concern” noted among the partners does not 
seem entirely justified. At least, there can be no certainty 
about the possible negative repercussions on inter-Med- 
iterranean trade. The fact nonetheless remains that it has 
been decided to undertake a joint study of the possible 
fallout from this “historic change” in the European 
Community. Where the Maghreb nations are concerned, 
subject study groups have been established to determine 
what, if any, the consequences might be. But it already 
seems certain that it will be necessary in any case to plan 
for the “required adaptations.” It will probably not be a 
question of renegotiating any one of the aspects of the 
agreement, as was the case during the expansion, but 
rather of adapting production to the conditions on a 
market which constitutes the natural outlet for all of our 
export industries. 
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Eighteenth Student Union Congress Elects 

icers 
45190063c Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 
4 May 88 p 3 


[Article by Soufiane Ben Farhat: ““The Student Consen- 
sus’”] 


[Text] The 18th Special Congress of the General Union 
of Tunisian Students (UGET) officially ended its work at 
about 3 am yesterday. 


The approval of four motions was followed by the 
election of the executive bureau, after intensive bargain- 
ing. But the 200 participants in the congress nonetheless 
succeeded in agreeing on a watchword, indeed even a 
challenge, which has been the main concern of four 
generations of students over a period of 17 years. The 
UGET is again fully playing its role, relying on the 
support of the students at the base, who followed the 
work of the congress from beginning to end. 


It was at 2:10 am that the 10,000 students gathered in the 
courtyard heard the sound of an ovation from behind the 
closed doors of the second amphitheater at the Faculty of 
Law. The applause by the participants in the congress 
indicated that the new executive bureau had been 
elected, and immediately there was an explosion of 
unprecedented joy. 


The students embraced and congratulated each other, 
and some of them wept or otherwise demonstrated that 
they were profoundly moved. A lengthy chain of stu- 
dents formed immediately. The red flag bearing the 
UGET symbol was brought out, and the participants in 
the congress filed out past the students who had linked 
arms and formed two lines 200 meters long between the 
second amphitheater and the rostrum. 
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Throughout the preceding 2 days, the participants had 
engaged in bitter debate. Getting the four motions 
approved (political motion, motion on university affairs, 
juridical motion and cultural motion) required great 
effort. It was impossible to achieve an initial consensus 
among the various factions into which the participants in 
the congress were divided. 


A Political Mosaic 


The 11 members of the new executive bureau reflect the 
patchwork of major political inclinations. Samir Laabidi 
(a student at the Labor Institute, who was elected secre- 
tary general of the UGET) and Jawher Hazgni (a law 
student in Sidi Dhrif) are among the independents; 
Youssef Lahmar (a management student in Sfax) belongs 
to the patriotic-democratic student faction; and three 
students from this same faction at the university were 
also elected. They are Chokri Belaid (Faculty of Sci- 
ences), Mohsen Merzoug (9 April Humanities Faculty) 
and Hamadi Azzabou (ENIS, in Sfax). 


The “revolutionary trade unionists” are represented in 
the executive bureau by Naoufel Zaidi (a student of 
economic science) and Tahar Gargoura (a law student). 
Hamadi El] Euch and Maher Hnine (both humanities 
students) for their part, represent the “patriotic trade 
unionists,” while Khlil Rquiq is affiliated with the 
“committees.” 


Throughout the preceding day and night, the arguments 
surged back and forth among the various factions about 
how they would be represented in the executive bureau. 
The debate was intensive and sometimes bitter between 
the patriotic-democratic faction and the patriotic-demo- 
cratic students at the university. These two “linis,” 
formerly linked in a single movement, have in fact been 
quarreling for 10 years, with all of the splits and divi- 
sions this has entailed. 


Meanwhile, as the participants in the congress on the one 
hand and the “general staffs’ on the other, argued, 
bickered and partially reconciled, to the point at which 
they finally reached agreement, the students who flocked 
to the Faculty of Law by the thousands, day and night, 
were not idle. On the eve of the conference, on | May, on 
Monday, 2 May and the preceding night, various dem- 
onstrations were the focus of their attention. 


Within the faculty premises, where the walls were almost 
entirely covered with “dazibaos,”’ posters, photographs. 
caricatures and various symbols, committed poets and 
singers entertained beside the stands where books, cas- 
settes, stickers and T-shirts bearing the portrait of Che 
Guevara were being sold. Without a doubt, the star of 
the festivities was the great Iraqi poet Modhaffer 
Naoueb, who came to Algiers especially for the UGET 
congress. 
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Seminars and discussion circles brought together, among 
other groups, the veterans of the student movement 
campaigns. The UGET has served as a framework for 
whole generations, and the 1 8th special congress brought 
them together. It should be noted that at times the 
encounters were emotional. The differences between the 
generations came to the surface as well. Some groups are 
more erudite, while others are more activist or manipu- 
lative. 


A Promising Executive Bureau 


The new executive bureau is certainly promising in more 
than one way. First of all, it is rather well balanced and 
it gives no exclusive privilege to any of the factions 
supporting the keynote of the 18th Special Congress. On 
the other hand, the motions which provide ii with its 
maneuvering room and its goals are oriented toward 
reform. 


They propose positive ways of equalizing the material, 
cultural and political status of the student masses. 
Finally, in their speeches at the closing session of the 
congress, the members of the executive bureau promised 
to be faithful to the gains of the militant UGET, and to 
promote the interests of the base levels above all other 
considerations. 


History has already had its say. And this is only the 
beginning. 


5157 
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


Expenditures for Government Project Spending in 
Abu Dhabi 


1988 Statistics 
Dubayy AL-BAYAN in Arabic 9 May 88 p 2 


[Text] Abu Dhabi—Actual expenditures made by 
departments involved in implementing the annual pro- 
gram in Abu Dhabi during the first quarter of the current 
year totalled 373 million dirhams. 


The expenditures of the local employment administra- 
tion totalled 32.9 million dirhams, those of the water and 
electricity department totalled 139.1 million dirhams, 
those of the Abu Dhabi municipality totalled 107.3 
million dirhams, and those of the municipz! and agricul- 
tural department in al-’Ayn totalled 23.6 million dir- 
hams. 


A report prepared by the Abu Dhabi planning depart- 
ment stated that 164.8 million dirhams of 232 million 
dirhams in original funding were spent during 1987 to 
complete 71 percent of the direct work projects carried 
out in the framework of the development program. The 
report attributed the improvement in the rate of dis- 
bursement to the well executed implementation of 
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projects by the Abu Dhabi municipal department. This 
department received the majority of the allocated fund- 
ing, and achieved a 65 percent disbursement rate, spend- 
ing 139.6 million dirhams of its original funding of 214.2 
million dirhams. 


In comparing actual expenditures in 1987 to those of 
1986, which totalled 3341.8 million dirhams and 3798.4 
million dirhams respectively, the report showed that the 
average monthly expenditure in 1987, which was 278.4 
million dirhams, was less than the average monthly 
expenditure in 1987 [as published], which totalled 317.5 
million dirhams; accordingly, the rate of disbursement 
achieved in 1987 is 82.5 percent compared to 84 percent 
in 1986. 


With regard to the rate of disbursement in different 
economic sectors, statistics show that electricity produc- 
tion and distribution had the highest disbursement rate 
with an estimated 1083.4 million dirhams being spent in 
these areas in 1987 compared to an estimated 900.7 
million dirhams in 1986, thus indicating the importance 
of this service sector, and the continued expansion of 
large electricity projects. 


The municipal sector had the next highest disbursement 
rate in 1987, spending an estimated 1062.6 million 
dirhams, or slightly less than the amount spent in the 
water and electricity sector. 


The communications sector had the third highest dis- 
bursement rate. In 1987, spending in this sector totalled 
345.2 million dirhams compared to an estimated 489.1 
million dirhams in 1986, and 602.2 million dirhams in 
1985. It should be noted that the gradual decline in this 
sector is due to the completion of the infrastructure of 
communications projects; in addition, many different, 
large communications projects are still being imple- 
ménted. 


The number of ad-hoc projects funded by the executive 
council during the previous year totalled 48 projects, 
including 17 projects pertaining to the employment 
department, four projects pertaining to the water and 
electricity department, eight projects pertaining to the 
Abu Dhabi municipality, six projects pertaining to the 
administrative office representing the governor in the 
al-Shargiyyah region, 12 programs pertaining to the 
municipal and agriculture department in al-’Ayn, and 
one program pertaining to the general agriculture admin- 
istration. In 1987, 35.4 million dirhams were allocated 
for ad-hoc programs, whose estimated cost totals close to 
1,179 million dirhams. 


The most important of the ad-hoc projects include the 
construction of 44 new schools in the Emirate of Abu 
Dhabi at a cost of 456 million dirhams, the completion 
of the emergency hospital in Abu Dhabi at a cost of 160 
million dirhams, the internal roads project including the 
airport road and the Misfah road at a cost of 100 million 
dirhams, the construction of 100 low income housing 








JPRS-NEA-88-048 
18 July 1988 


units in the city of al-Marfa’ at a cost of 80 million 
dirhams, and the construction of roads in the Zayid port 
area at a cost of 40 million dirhams. 


1987 Statistics 
44040206 Dubayy AL-BAYAN in Arabic 10 May 88 p 2 


[Text] Abu Dhabi—Bids for 136 projects, including 
contracts and consulting services, were solicited in 1987 
according to a report prepared by the Abu Dhabi plan- 
ning department regarding the implementation of the 
1987 annual development program. These projects 
include 43 bid solicitations pertaining to the employ- 
ment department, 31 projects pertaining to the water 
and electricity department, 34 projects pertaining to the 
Abu Dhabi municipal department, 36 bid solicitations 
pertaining to the municipal and agriculture department 
in al-’Ayn, one bid solicitation pertaining to the admin- 
istrative office representing the governor of Abu Dhabi 
in the al-Shargiyyah region, and one bid solicitation 
pertaining to the Ministry of Information and Culture. 


The estimated cost of the programs for which bids were 
solicited totalled 2634.7 million dirhams. 


The report mentioned that the value of contracts for 
projects designated for implementation in 1987 totalled 
1630.3 million dirhams for 183 projects, of which 46 
pertain to the employment department, 33 pertain to the 
water and electricity department, 47 pertain to the Abu 
Dhabi municipal and city planning department, 16 per- 
tain to the administrative office representing the gover- 
nor of Abu Dhabi in the al-Shargiyyah region, 23 pertain 
to the municipal and agriculture department in al-’Ayn, 
18 pertain to the general agriculture administration and 
one pertains to the Ministry of Information and Culture. 


The most important of these projects include: The 
expansion of the northern section of Sultan bin Zayid 
street at a cost of 79.7 million dirhams; reverse osmosis 
desalination stations at different locales in Abu Dhabi at 
a cost of 68.5 million dirhams; the construction of a 
government building to house immigration, visa and 
customs offices at a cost of 54.9 million dirhams; the 
construction of new primary schools in al-’Ayn at a cost 
of 42.5 million dirhams; the construction of an under- 
pass on al-Salam Street from traffic circle | to traffic 
circle 36 at a cost of 39.6 million dirhams; roads for 
Ahwad Sharq 13 and 14, and the development and 
improvement of the tourist club area at a cost of 39.8 
million dirhams; roads for the officers city extending 
from the al-Muqta’ bridge at a cost of 24.4 million 
dirhams; an intersection at al-Salam Street at a cost of 38 
million dirhams; the construction of new schools in Abu 
Dhabi at a cost of 32.6 million dirhams; the construction 
of a fishing wharf at the Zayid port at a cost of 39.5 
million dirhams; the water tanks project and the pump- 
ing station for support operations at the al-Tawilah 
station at a cost of 89.9 million dirhams; the expansion 
of roads at a cost of 76.4 million dirhams; the construc- 
tion of 110 low income housing units at al-Wathbah at a 
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cost of 28 million dirhams; the al-’Ayn al-Wa)jn street at 
a cost of 14.8 million dirhams; and the construction of a 
hospital for the elderly and handicapped at a cost of 16 
million dirhams. 


There were 55 additional tasks related to projects which 
underwent implementation during the previous year. 
The total cost of these tasks was approved in accordance 
with decisions made by the executive council, and came 
to approximately 244.4 million dirhams. Thirty of these 
additional tasks pertain to the employment department 
and to the department of water and electricity, ten 
pertain to the Abu Dhabi municipal department, and 
nine pertain to the municipal and agriculture depart- 
ment at al-’Ayn. 
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Abu Dhabi To Invest in Egyptian Agriculture, 
Toursim 

44040245a Dubayy AL-BAYAN in Arabic 

21 May 88 p 2 


[Excerpt] Abu Dhabi—Nasir al-Nuways, director general 
of Abu Dhabi Arab Economic Development Fund, said 
that the Abu Dhabi Fund will soon make effective 
contribution to financing several projects of the eco- 
nomic development plan in Egypt, particularly in the 
field of land reform and tourism development in accor- 
dance with instructions of His Excellency Shaykh Zayid 
ibn Sultan Al Nuhayyan, the head of state. 


In a statement to MENA correspondent in Abu Dhabi he 
said that he will pay an official visit to Egypt on 29 May 
in order to hold talks with senior Egyptian officials and 
to get acquainted with the outcome of the mission of the 
fund delegation of experts which is due to arrive in Cairo 
today (Saturday) in order to study the economic projects 
which the Egyptian government has prepared to submit 
to Arab investors. 


Nasir al-Nuways said that the task of the fund experts in 
Egypt will focus on studying land reform of arable land 
and a number of tourist projects in Sharm al-Shaykh and 
the Red Sea as well as to establish the economic feasi- 
bility of such projects and ways to implement them 
preparatory to estimating the amount of the fund’s 
contribution to them and to begin immediate implemen- 
tation. 


Nasir al-Nuways asserted that the investment climate in 
Egypt has very much improved and that there is a deep 
realization by the government of the need to remove all 
obstacles that prevent the flow of Arab funds and to 
attract Arab and foreign investors. 


He expressed the hope that the Egyptian government will 
take into consideration the recommendations adopted 
by the Arab investment symposium in Cairo last Febru- 
ary and to establish executive insitutions that are capable 
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of responding to the investors’ wishes, pointing out that 
he has sensed a great understanding and desire by the 
Egyptian government to respond to the Arab investors’ 
wishes. 
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Central Bank Report on National Economy 


Import-Export, Debt Statistics 
4440245b Dubayy AL-BAYAN in Arabic 21 May 88 p 2 


[Text] Abu Dhabi—The Central Bank has announced 
that the UAE’s oil exports in 1987 increased to 29 billion 
dirhams compared to 25.2 billion dirhams in 1986 while 
oil revenues increased to 19.1 billion dirhams compared 
to 15.9 billion dirhams. This has led to an increase in 
total public revenues in the UAE’s combined financial 
accounts to 23.3 billion dirhams compared to 20 million 
dirhams in 1986. 


On the other hand, total expenses showed an increase of 
1.8 billion dirhams to 33.9 billion dirhams while devel- 
opment expenses have dropped by 100 million dirhams 
to 5.4 billion dirhams. 


The Central Bank’s annual report said that the trade 
balance surplus has increased to 18 billion dirhams and 
the current account surplus increased to 14 billion dir- 
hams compared with 8.7 billion in 1986 and the balance 
of payments surplus increased to 6.43 billion dirhams 
compared to 4.8 billion dirhams. The amount of deficit 
in the UAE’s combined financial accounts has decreased 
to 13.9 billion dirhams in 1987 compared to 13.9 billion 
dirhams in 1986. The banking system contributed to 
financing the greater part of this deficit. 


The Central Bank report said that non-petroleum 
exports and reexports totaled 11 billion dirhams, repre- 
senting an increase of 37 percent, while gas exports have 
dropped to 4 billion dirhams, which brings the total of 
exports and reexports to 44 billion dirhams, an increase 
of 11 percent, while imports increased by 10 percent to 
26 billion dirhams. The drop in the UAE dirham’s rate 
of exchange against other currencies has contributed to 
this increase. 


In the meantime total imports of goods and services have 
shown a remarkable increase from 31.9 billion dirhams 
in 1986 to 35 billion dirhams in 1987, representing a 9.7 
increase. 


The Central Bank report said that general estimates of 
price rates show an upward trend and that import costs 
have also increased. 
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Report Shows Economic Improvement 
44040245b Dubayy AL-BAYAN in Arabic 
21 May 88 p 2 


[Text] Abu Dhabi—The year 1987 witnessed the begin- 
ning of a new stage in the UAE’s economy centered on 
achieving a real growth rate based on studied investment 
decisions and high productivity and efficiency coupled 
with curtailing public and private consumption expen- 
diture, following a drop in growth during the past years. 


This came in the Central Bank’s annual report which 
reviewed the UAE’s most important economic, finan- 
cial, and banking developments in 1987. The report 
points to the fact that improvement in the UAE principal 
economic developments as a whole was due to the 
increasing growth rate in the petroleum sector based on 
1987 prices, following improvement in oil prices which 
coincided with increased activity in a number of basic 
economic developments within the framework of the 
state’s economic policy which seeks to enhance the 
performance of and develop the productive sectors, 
while maintaining the quality and quantity of the basic 
services offered by the state and continuing to subsidize 
the agricultural and fishing sectors. 


The report said that the deficit phenomenon in the 
federal and the individual emirates budgets still exists. 
For this reason the finance policy continued to curtail 
expenditure and concentrate on basic productive 
projects relating to town planning and to the completion 
of basic environmental projects. 


The continuing coordination of the financial and mone- 
tary policies has ensured stability in monetary and 
financial transactions with the outside world. The mon- 
etary policy has played its role in ensuring stability of the 
monetary situation in the state and controlling develop- 
ment of local cash liquidity in a manner consistent with 
the economic activity in its trend toward expansion. 


The increase realized in both the final consumption 
expenditure and public and private investment has been 
coupled with noticeable improvement in economic and 
financial transactions with the world, particularly the 
increase in the value of goods and services exports which 
is basically due to increase in the value of petroleum 
exports. Moreover, preliminary estimates of imports 
show a clear increase in the values and quantities of 
imports as well as in other sources of income. 


The outcome of all these developments has been the 
realization of a surplus exceeding last year’s estimates of 
the account of the balance of payments, which is an 
indication of improvement and soundness of the 
national economy in 1987. 


The report said that preliminary estimates of the total 
GNP based on production costs and on current prices 
indicate a rise in the value of local production from 8.7 
billion dirhams in 1986 to 8.8 billion dirhams in 1987, a 
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growth rate of 9 percent. The relative importance of the 
petroleum sector to the total GNP has increased from 
32.5 billion dirhams in 1986 to 36.6 percent in 1987. 
The value of all the economic sectors, with the exception 
of crude oil sector, has increased from 54.5 billion 
dirhams in 1986 to 55.8 billion dirhams in 1987, an 
increase of 2.4 percent. But the relative importance of 
these sectors has dropped from 67.9 percent in 1986 to 
63.3 percent in 1987. 


With regard to the contribution of the manufacturing 
industry, building and construction, and commerce sec- 
tors, this has amounted to approximately 9:4, 9.3, and 
9.9 percent respectively in 1987, whereas in 1986 their 
contribution was approximately 60.4 [as published], 
10.5, and 10.9 percent respectively. 


The report pointed to the fact the government service 
sector ranks second to the crude oil sector in terms of 
relative importance in contributing to the GNP despite 
the fact that its contribution dropped from 13.6 percent 
in 1986 to 13.3 percent in 1987. The total value of this 
production increased form 11 billion dirhams to 11.7 
billion dirhams during the same period, a growth rate of 
6.4 percent. 


As for the contribution of the finance and insurance 
sector to the total GNP, this has increased from 5.2 
percent in 1986 to 5.9 in 1987. Its value increased form 
4.2 billion dirhams in 1986 to 5.2 billion dirhams in 
1987, thus recording a large growth totaling 23.8 percent. 


The electric sector’s contribution dropped from 2.3 
billion dirhams in 1986 to 2.1 billion dirhams in 1987, a 
reduction of 8.7 percent. The relative importance of the 
agriculture and animal and fisheries wealth sector has 
shown no change, though its value increased from 1.5 
billion dirhams in 1986 to 1.6 billion dirhams in 1987, a 
6.7 increase rate. 
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Effects of National Debt on Financial Sector 
Discussed 

44040243 London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic 

3 Jun 88 p 33 


[Text] The UAE States’ economy acclimatized itself to 
decreasing petroleum revenues during the past two years 
and amidst the general slowing down of economic activ- 
ity. However, it was still burdened by nonproductive 
debts and the pending compound interest problem. In 
order to cover the budget deficit, the UAE borrowed 
directly from commercial banks. 


The UAE Central Bank estimated the growth of the gross 
national product for 1987 at 6 percent, based on the 
heavy activity that took place in the nation’s markets 
during the first half of 1987. During the past three years, 
the UAE economy, which relies heavily on petroleum, 


NEAR EAST 


was affected to a great extent by the decline of interna- 
tional petroleum prices. This decline had a negative 
effect on the gross national products, which fell by about 
4 percent annually during ihe past 2 years. However, the 
slowing down of economic activity and reduction in 
public spending, helped reduce the country’s inflation, 
estimated at 50 percent during the past two years, 
compared to 10 percent during 1986 and 15 percent 
during the years before that. The negative growth rates in 
recent years were accompanied by a reduction in the rate 
of expansion of the cash reserves and a reduction in the 
level of ecomnomic activity which, in turn, contributed 
to lowering the inflation rates. 


During 1987, local and national governments in the 
UAE raised their levels of spending to more than the 
volume of returns, in an attempt to revive economic 
activity in the country. In September 1987, senior offi- 
cials at the Central Bank announced that government 
spending increased during the first half of that year, 
reaching 14.4 billion dirhams, which is approximately 
$3.9 billion. Toward the end of 1986, the national 
government, in an attempt to increase its revenues, had 
resorted to increasing fees and taxes imposed upon 
services, transactions, residential fees, and work permits. 
However, any substantial improvement in economic 
activity, in the short term, is connected with the situa- 
tion in both international and Gulf petroleum markets. 
These two factors will continue to limit the government’s 
revenues from petroleum and its ability to continue its 
developmental spending at the previous levels. 


However, the situation in the UAE state is still sound, 
even though its cash flow has not registered record 
numbers similar to those registered during the oil boom. 
Until that happens, the developmental process will con- 
tinue, although it may vary from one Emirate to another. 


In regards banking, the Emirates’ banks face two major 
problems. The first problem is the large volume of bad 
debts which the banks doubt they can collect, amounting 
to about 10.5 billion dirhams ($2.9 billion). The volume 
of these debts amounts to more than 30 percent of the 
total debts in the private sector. The Central Bank had 
previously requested all commercial banks to have 
reserves aganinst bad debts. When the banks complied 
with this request, there were enough reserves to cover 
these debts. It is hoped that the latest economic revival 
will lead to the banks overcoming the problem of how to 
make profits in order to cover reserve requirements and 
recover their bad bebt payments. The Emirates Central 
Bank’s governor, ‘Abd-al-Malik al-Humur, had discov- 
ered that the UAE banks had reserves amounting to 15 
billion dirhams to cover bad debts. 


The second problem that banks in Abu Dhabi are facing 
is the legal status of interests charged on loans, after a 
decree was issued in September 1987 stipulating that the 
interest charged on loans may not exceed 100 percent of 
the original sum. This decree contradicts a previous law 
stipulating that the article pertaining to interest rates in 
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any loan agreement is invalid. The new decree leaves the 
matter open for renegotiation and limits the require- 
ments on the borrower, despite the contractual agree- 
ment. It also encourages people to let the interest accu- 
mulate and exceed the basic loan amount until the 
contract is voided. 


The total assets of the UAE banks increased from 97.83 
billion dirhams, i.e. approximastely $26.6 billion, at the 
end of 1985 to 100.91 billion dirhams ($27.5 billion) by 
the end of 1986. Cash flow was 58.6 billion dirhams 
($15.9 billion) during the first half of 1987, i.e. an 
increase of 623 million dirhams ($169 million) over the 
same period of the previous year. 


The Emirates’ foreign debts are still small compared to 
the country’s ability to pay them off. Long-term loans 
amount to 12 percent, most of which are from countries 
that belong to the Organization of Economic Coopera- 
tion and Development and other international money 
markets. The Emirates’ total foreign assets are estimated 
at around $22.2 billion, and foreign currency reserves for 
August 1987 at $4.1 billion, i.e. the equivalent value of 
its imports for a period of 3 months. It is noted that each 


NEAR EAST 


Emirate had borrowed heavily from the international 
markets, particularly al-Shariqah, which was able to 
reduce its foreign debts by a noticeable percentage 
within the past three years. 


At the national level, the general budget deficit is esti- 
mated at less than $1 billion. This figure does not 
represent a big burden on the government reserves which 
are still the main source of financing deficits. Nasir 
al-Nuways, deputy minister of finance and industry, had 
pointed out the possibility of those Emirates which are 
capable of doing so sharing in covering the deficit. 
Meanwhile, the Central Bank governor, ‘Abd-al-Malik 
al-Humur, emphasized the inevitability of issuing gov- 
ernment bonds, because the money market is ready for 
that since excess liquidity is available and the interna- 
tional investment conditions are not favorable, provid- 
ing a good climate for such issues. 


However, borrowing from the local market remains, in 
the end, a political decision. 


9455 
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AFGHANISTAN 


Afghan, Soviet Joint Space Mission Planned 
46000157 Kabul THE KABUL TIMES in English 
1 Jun 88 p 4 


[Article: ““Afghan-Soviet Space Flight for Better Use of 
Natural Resources’’] 


[Text] In current round of talks on the joint Afghan- 
Soviet space mission, the programme of the joint space 
mission, aimed at carrying out scientific, technical 
research medical and biological experiments, has been 
finalised, according to Dr. Bahawel Darwesh, general 
president of the department of geodesy and cartography. 
He had led the Afghan delegation to the Soviet Union for 
finalising the programme of Afghan-Soviet manned 
space flight. 


The programme covers experiments and studies on 
topography, geology, irrigation, agriculture, forestry, 
plants, pastures, geodesy, cartography, natural and bio- 
logical phenomena. It is aimed at preparing designs for 
drawing thematic maps of the Republic of Afghanistan. 
The main aim is to study the natural resources for the 
growth of national economy, Dr. Bahawel Darwesh told 
BIA. 


Following the proclamation of peace policy, growth of 
national economy is considered among the priority tasks 
of the government. The implementation of five-year and 
10-year plans in the country will enable the attainment of 
this goal. 


The space photographs are the only materials which 
provide data and statistics about the natural resources to 
help in precise planning and growth of national econ- 
omy. 


To use the photographs and other material obtained 
from space flights effectively, the centre of space 
research and services was recently set up under the 
department of geodesy and cartography. Experts in dif- 
ferent fields are working at the centre with the coopera- 
tion of Academy of Sciences, Ministry of Agriculture and 
Land Reforms, Ministry of Irrigation and Water 
Resources, Mines and Industries, and Civil Aviation. 


Work began this year on the proper utilization of space 
materials. In the course of 1988-1990 the following 
experiments will be conducted with the help of photo- 
graphs obtained from space: 


-allocating the extent of irrigated and dry lands; -deter- 
mining the areas under cultivation of different crops; 
-determining the areas under forests; -determining water 
resources; -preparing thematic maps and renewing topo- 


graphic maps. 
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The programme of the joint space flight includes some 
other areas in geodesy mine resources, hydrometeorol- 
ogy, hydrology, geodesy and cartography, engineering 
survey and study of complex natural resources. 


The Afghan-Soviet joint space mission takes place at a 
time when the Geneva agreements have been signed in 
the country and practical steps are being taken for their 
implementation. Also this is a time when the peace- 
loving people of Afghanistan are saying a grateful fare- 
well to the internationalist Soviet militarymen. (BIA) 


/12223 


Work on Airports Completed 
46000158a Kabul THE KABUL TIMES in English 
28 May 88 p 4 


[Article: ““Airports Commissioned”] 


[Text] The expansion work of a number of airports in the 
provinces, started last year, has been completed. They 
are now being commissioned. 


A spokesman for the Ministry of Civil Aviation said that 
the work included the basic repairs of Balkh airport 
runways for safe flights, and two of its hangars have been 
completed at a cost of 50 million Afs. Also, the basic 
repair of Sheberghan airport (4 million Afs.) and the 
airports of Khwaja Ghar of Takhar province and Mai- 
mana city has been completed at a cost of 14.58 and 9 
million Afs. respectively. 


The expansion work of the airports in Herat and Kan- 
dahar provinces will cost 23 million Afs. when com- 
pleted. 


It has progressed by 60 per cent so far. (BIA) 
/12223 


Millions Spent on Road Maintenance 
46000158b Kabul THE KABUL TIMES in English 
29 May 88 p 4 


{Text} Kabul, May 25, (BLA)}—The road maintenance 
department of the Ministry of Construction carried out 
the maintenance work of 14 projects costing over 122 
million Afghanis in the capital and provinces last year. 


The maintenance of Kabul-Hairatan high-way, asphalt- 
ing of streets of Aibak, Mazar-i-Sharif, Jalalabad, Bagh- 
lan, Mazari-Sharif civil airport and building new streets 
in Kandahar city were done by the department. 


A spokesman of the department said that in addition, 
works to provide facilities for repatriates, have also been 
carried out. 


/12223 








JPRS-NEA-88-048 
18 July 1988 


Students To Be Given Military Training 
46000158c Kabul THE KABUL TIMES in English 
29 May 88 p 4 


[By Nezam: “Military Training for Students Popular’’] 


[Text] Keeping in line with the objective of healthy 
education and training for the youth to serve the country 
and the people, boys in universities and schools are 
imparted military training and this has yielded fruitful 
results, said the head of the training department of the 
Ministry of Education in an interview. 


The Ministry of Education has prepared a plan for the 
implementation of the joint resolution of the Politburo 
of the PDPA CC and Council of Ministers on the subject. 


According to it, we shall introduce in schools and other 
educational institutions throughout the country the pro- 
gramme for patriotic military training and appoint qual- 
ified instructors to give training. 


The youth are eager to joint the programme. Another 
useful experience in this regard has been the introduc- 
tion of system of patronage of educational institutions by 
units of the armed forces. This enables the students to 
regularly visit military establishments and get to know 
the life and work of soldiers and hear from them their 
actual experience of combat operations. More military 
camps are to be established this year for students. The 
Ministry of Defence has given all-round help to us for 
realizing the programme of military training in schools, 
he noted. 


/12223 
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Ershad Addresses Jatiya Parliamentary Party 
46001517 Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 
8 May 88 pp 1, 8 


[Text] President Ershad expressed his firm confidence 
that the fourth parliament would be able to discharge its 
responsibility reposed by the nation successfully and 
effectively, reports BSS. 


Addressing the Jatiya Party Parliamentary Party meeting 
at the Committee Room of the Sangsad Bhaban here, the 
President said the members of Parliament would make 
all out efforts to materialise the 8-point programme he 
had given to achieve self sufficiency in all spheres of 
national life. 


He said with the holding of the March 3 polls, his 
government had fulfilled its commitment of giving a 
parliament to th. nation as well as protecting democratic 
process and constitution. 
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President Ershad said the aim of his government was to 
maintain the democratic process in the country and to 
fulfill the aspirations of the people by providing them 
minimum requirements of life. 


Not a Bed of Roses 


The President said the path ahead was not strewn with 
roses to reach the objective but given sincerity and 
goodwill, we shall be able to achieve our cherished goal 
through united and relentless endeavours. 


Referring to his speech at the inaugural session of 
Parliament on April 24, he said he had made plea for 
stronger administrative set-up to achieve overall 
improvement in the condition of the common people. 


President Ershad said the nation needed development 
and progress and not terrorism and hurling of bombs. In 
this context he referred to the hartal call by some 
opposition political parties on the opening day of the 
fourth parliament and said on that day the people 
ignored the call showing their confidence in the new 
parliament. 


He said those who had shed crocodile tears for democ- 
racy were now hurling abuses at each other and even 
calling each other betrayers. The people had been 
observing the example of their democracy in which there 
was no sign of tolerance and patience, he said adding: 
whereas these two ingredients were the main pre-requi- 
sites for democracy. 


The President said it had now been proved beyond doubt 
that the politics of terrorism and bombs failed to keep 
these political parties together. Since the people had 
rejected politics of bombs and terrorisms, these political 
parties had fallen apart, he said. 


Describing the members of Parliament as the national 
level leaders, he asked them to refrain from petty poli- 
tics. They should make efforts to strengthen Jatiya Party 
and make contributions to the national development 
efforts. 


JP Getting Stronger 


President Ershad, who is the chairman of Jatiya Party, 
said the JP had been getting stronger with every passing 
day. He said the party had come to fulfill the aspirations 
of the people. It would rule the country for next five 
years since it had received the mandate of the people in 
the last elections, he pointed out. 


He said Parliament would be the centre for basic 
national activities and hoped that the members would 
make contributions in this regard. He said constructive 
criticism was necessary for flourishment of democratic 
institutions but the opposition in the last parliament 
totally failed to discharge its responsibility in this 
respect. 
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The President advised the members of Parliament to go 
to their people and try to identify their problems and 
make efforts to solve them with a view to strengthening 
their political position. 


He said they should also make thoughtful contributions 
to bring about changes in the age-old outlook and mental 
attitude so that greater progress could be achieved in the 
shortest possible time. 


In this connection President Ershad emphasised the 
need for streamlining the administration so as to make it 
development so as to make it development oriented as 
well as to make it helpful to the people. We must make 
efforts to keep the administration corruption free, he 
said. 


Briefly giving an outline of the district council, he said 
the chairman of the council would be of other rank and 
status of a Deputy Minister. This step had been taken to 
strengthen the council so that it could coordinate the 
development activities of the respective districts he said. 


The President referred to the criticism by some quarters 
regarding the holidays in connection with the Eid-ul-Fitr 
and said public and gazetted holidays in 1987 were 21 
days but there were provisions for many optional holi- 
days. This year, he said, public and gazetted holidays 
have been increased to 24 days but all optional holidays 
have been cancelled. These 24 days of holidays, however, 
included two Fridays which are the usual weekly holi- 
days, he said adding: Thus public and gazetted holidays 
actually come to 22 days this year, only one day more 
than the previous year. 


Shun Terrorism 


He mentioned his recent visit to the Chittagong Hill 
Tracts and said the people there had been suffering in the 
hands of some misguided elements. These misguided 
elements must realise the fact that we belonged to the 
same nation and we could not afford to fight each other 
since our destiny was the same, he said and hoped that 
they would shun the path of terrorism and work shoulder 
to shoulder with their fellow countrymen to build the 
country. 


President Ershad said even the tribal leaders had openly 
agreed that peaceful and congenial atmosphere had been 
restored in the hill tracts. He said Bangladesh High 
Commissioner to India had been instructed to visit the 
refugee camps in India to inform the refugees about the 
present situation in the hill tracts as well as to persuade 
them to come back to their motherland. 


The President said we have taken the responsibility to 
bring back the refugees since we know that they are being 
frightened by the activities of the Shanibanhini. But, he 
pointed out that as peaceful and congenial atmosphere 
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has been prevailing in the hill tracts area, we shall not 
take the responsibility to bring back anyone who would 
cross Over to the other side of the border afresh. 


He referred to the role played by Bangladesh in launch- 
ing the SAARC and urged the member countries to 
uphold the spirit of SAARC by putting in united efforts 
to remove poverty and unemployment. If we involve 
ourselves in conflicts, we shall not be able to reach our 
objective, he said. 


Earlier Prime Minister and Leader of the House Maudud 
Ahmed gave a brief resume of the activities of the 
current session of the Parliament and said parliament 
members had been making the House meaningful and 
effective. 


Deputy Prime Minister and political adviser to the 
President Kazi-Zafar Ahmed and Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter and Secretary General of Jatiya Party Shah Moazzem 
Hossain also addressed the JP parliamentary party meet- 
ing. 
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Foreign Minister States Policy on Shanti Bahini 
46001514 Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in 
English 6 May 88 pp 1, 8 


[Text] Foreign Minister Humayun Rasheed Chowdhury 
on Thursday asserted that the situation in the Chittagong 
Hill Tracts was the internal affairs of Bangladesh and 
there was no scope for any outside power to interfere in 
our internal affairs. 


Making a long statement on adjourned motion moved by 
Mr Nurul Islam Moni, an Independent member, on the 
situation in the Chittagong Hill Tracts and recent mass 
massacre by outlawed Shanti Bahini, the Foreign Minis- 
ter said that the people of Bangladesh were determined 
to frustrate conspiracy against independence, sover- 
eignty and integrity of the country at all costs. 


The Foreign Minister made the statement on the floor of 
the Jatiya Sangsad following continuous hammering by 
the Opposition members to inform the House about the 
situation in the Chittagong Hill Tracts and the stance 
taken by the present Government. 


Referring to the frequent raids by the tribal insurgents in 
the districts of Chittagong Hill Tracts, Mr Humayun 
Rasheed Chowdhury said that the Bangladesh Govern- 
ment was quite aware and well informed about the 
source of the arms and weapons of Shanti Bahini and the 
places of their training. He said that the Government 
was in possession of well supplemented documents 
regarding all these. But he never mentioned the name of 
any country involved or playing with tribal insurgents 
during his long speech. 
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The Foreign Minister said that Bangladesh wanted to 
avoid the path of confrontation and was trying its utmost 
to facilitate the safe return of tribal refugees and reha- 
bilitate them in their houses with dignity. This, he said, 
did not mean that the people of Bangladesh and the 
Government were afraid of the terrorism created by the 
insurgents. He asserted that the terrorism in the Chitta- 
gong Hill Tracts was not a matter of any concern on 
apprehension to the people of Bangladesh who overcame 
oT ordeal of the war of independence by shedding a sea 
of blood. 


Conspiracy 


Referring to the massacre of the people in Chittagong 
Hill Tracts by the outlawed members of Shanti Bahini 
within a span of two weeks, Mr Chowdhury said that 
these were not isolated incidents, but part of a conspir- 
acy. The Foreign Minister alleged these massacres were 
being carried out under a blue print drawn and assisted 
by an alien country. This, he said, had now been abun- 
dantly clear to all. 


Mr Chowdhury said since April 24 at least 38 Bangla- 
deshi citizens were killed and scores of others injured at 
the hands of the tribal insurgents. Immediately before 
that 37 Bangladeshi including 33 fishermen were gunned 
down by the insurgents in Kaptai lake. 


Mr Humayun Rasheed Chowdhury said that these inci- 
dents took place at a time when the situation in the 
districts of Chittagong Hills Tracts was returning to 
normal following the measures taken by the present 
Government during the last one year. And at the same 
time the tribal refugees on the other side of the border 
were returning to their homes. Those massacres, he 
continued, were aimed at foiling the efforts of the 
Government and the tribal leaders to reach an accept- 
able settlement of the tribal problems. These killings 
were also part of conspiracies to harm the now-existing 
harmonious relations between the tribals and the non- 
tribals. 


The Shanti Bahini insurgents, the Foreign Minister said, 
did not want peace in the Chittagong Hills Tracts. 
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Minister Gives Details on 50 Percent Rise in 
Imports 

46001515 Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in 
English 6 May 88 pp 1, 8 


[Text] Country’s import during the first nine months of 
the current fiscal year stood at Taka 3,385.52 crore 
compared to Taka 2,2337.44 crore of the corresponding 
period during the previous, year envisaging a growth of 
50 per cent, reports BSS. [figures as published] 
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This was stated by State Minister in-charge of Commerce 
H. M. A. Gaffar while he was inaugurating the Consul- 
tative Committee meeting on import of the Commerce 
Ministry in Dhaka on Thursday. 


He said out of the total import targets of Taka 5,641.00 
crore for fiscal 1987-88 the imports during the first nine 
months stood at commercial import in the private sec- 
tor—Taka 1,284.45 crore, industrial import in the pri- 
vate sector Taka 1,188.47 crore, commercial import in 
the public sector Taka 64.35 crore, industrial import in 
the public sector Taka 214.98 crore and P.O.L. Taka 
633.27 crore. 


The meeting was largely attended by representatives of 
the different Chambers of Commerce and Industries, 
commercial houses, importers and concerned officials. 


Mr Gaffar said due to foreign exchange constraints only 
Taka 47 crore was earmarked in foreign exchange for 
imports during the current fiscal year. The amount was 
Taka 17 crore more than the allocation of previous year, 
he added. 


The State Minister said out of the [aka 47 crore, Taka 
13.55 crore had been allocated to Trading Corporation 
of Bangladesh for imports of salt, lentil (masur), garlic 
and dried peeper. Taka 1.50 crore had also been released 
for import of fresh and dried fruits in the private sector 
during the month of Ramadan. 


Besides, he said, Taka one crore was also allocated to 
Coscor for import of powdered milk and Taka 33 lakh 
was sanctioned for Diabetic Association for necessary 
imports of the organisation. He said so far the allocation 
in cash foreign exchange stood at Taka 16.35 crore. 


Mr Gaffar recalled that while formulating the current 
year’s import policy due emphasis was given on alloca- 
tion of foreign exchange at official rate for imports of 
raw materials spares and machinery for export oriented 
industries. Foreign exchange was also earmarked for B. 
M. R. of export oriented industries, he added. 


19274 


Panel Plans Implementation of Land Reforms 
46001516 Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 
4 May 88 pp 1,8 


[Excerpt] The second meeting of the National Land 
Reforms Council held at Bangabhaban yesterday morn- 
ing with President Ershad in the chair decided to create 
Land Reforms Commissioner’s Directorate to make the 
land administration at the field level more efficient and 
dynamic, reports BSS. 
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The meeting considered the recommendations placed 
before it on integrated land administration by its sub- 
committee set up at the first meeting of the parishad with 
Finance Minister as the head and decided to take the 
field level newly set-up land administration to the dis- 
tricts in phases. 


In the first place, the new administration will be taken to 
25 districts and in subsequent phases to 20 and 16 
districts. 


The meeting also decided that in support of the govern- 
ment’s revolutionary land reforms programme and to 
further strengthen the land administration, the union 
tahsil offices, upazila and district revenue offices under 
the new structure will be named as land office at these 
levels. 


The meeting took note of the requirements for smooth 
implementation of the land reforms programme and 
resolved that hence forth no new tahsil office will be 
created and expansion of upazila and zonal settlement 
offices will remain stopped. In the meantime, such 
offices as already in existence will be further strength- 
ened and streamlined to advance land reforms pro- 
gramme. 


The meeting assigned the land ministry and other con- 
cerned agencies to take appropriate steps for implemen- 
tation of all other recommendations made by its sub- 
committee. 


The meeting stressed training of personnel in land 
reform and administration and more dedication on their 
part. It was informed that as against the set target of 
providing training to 850 personnel, so far 940 have been 
given inservice training this year. It is expected that by 
the turn of the current fiscal year, a total of 1,200 
personnel will be given training. 


The council decided to further strengthen the training 
facilities in this field. 
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Mayor, Deputy Mayor Posts Made Nonelective 
46001518 Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in 
English 9 May 88 pp I, 8 


[Excerpt] The Local Government Laws (Amendment) 
Bill was passed by the Jatiya Sangsad on Sunday reject- 
ing the Opposition’s demand for making the offices of 
the Mayor and Deputy Mayors of the country’s four 
municipal corporations as elected posts. 


Moved by Deputy Prime Minister in-charge of the 
Ministry of Local Government, Shah Moazzem Hossain, 
the bill amended the earlier provision of election of 
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Mayor and Deputy Mayors and turned these as non- 
elected posts. The Bill has now given the Authority to 
Government to appoint Mayors and Deputy Mayors of 
Dhaka, Chittagong, Khulna and Rajshahi Municipal 
Corporations. 


The Bill also made the officers and employees of the four 
corporations transferrable. They will also be now enti- 
tled for gratuity after retirement or death during service. 


The Opposition members observed that the provision to 
appoint the Mayors and Deputy Mayors by the Govern- 
ment would destroy democracy in the municipal corpo- 
rations and make these offices dependent on the Gov- 
ernment. 


Replying to criticisms Deputy Prime Minister Shah 
Moazzem Hossain said that the bill was introduced for 
better functioning of the municipal corporations. He 
said that Government had been providing funds to 
municipal corporations for ensuring better facilities to 
the people. 


Refuting the allegation by the Opposition of making the 
Jatiya Sangsad into a “rubber stamp parliament” the 
Deputy Prime Minister said that the Government had all 
intention to ensure proper functioning of the Parliament. 
He reminded the Opposition members “had it been 
rubber stamp Parliament you would not have joined it as 
elected members.” 
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Passage of District Council Bill Reported, Denied 


Staff Correspondent’s Report 
46001519 Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in 
English 10 May 88 pp I, 10 


[Text] The controversial District Council Bill that led to 
widespread protests culminating in the dissolution of the 
third Jatiya Sangsad last year again created a row in the 
fourth Jatiya Sangsad when the Government introduced 
it in a new form in the House on Monday. 


However, the Bill was passed in the House in 10 minutes 
without any discussion in the absence of the Opposition 
members on the day. 


The Opposition led by the Leader of the Opposition, Mr. 
A. S. M. Abdur Rab, staged a walkout in protest against 
deletion of the provision of participation of the Armed 
Forces in the District Council. However, the Indepen- 
dent members refrained from the walkout. mr Shahjahan 
Siraj (JSD) walked out along with the two members of 
his group protesting the reintroduction of the Bill. Major 
(Rtd) Bazlul Huda of Freedom Party also walked out 
along one member of his party. 
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The Bill which ensured the participation of the Armed 
Forces in the District Council was passed in the last 
session of the third Jatiya Sangsad in six minutes on July 
13 without any debate when the entire opposition except 
JSD (Rab) led by the Leader of the Opposition Sheikh 
Hasina staged a walkout from the House in protest 
against the Bill igniting country-wide protests and mass 
movement. The President returned the Bill to the Par- 
liament under the pressure of the widespread protest. 
The Opposition continued to Doycott the Parliament 
session and President dissolved the third Jatiya Sangsad 
on December 6. 


The present leader of the Opposition, Mr A. S. M. Abdur 
Rab, who was also a member of the third Jatiya Sangsad 
supported the Bill with three members of his group. In 
the new Parliament he along with his COP members 
staged a walkout for ten minutes protesting the introduc- 
tion of the Bill without the provisions of the participa- 
tion of the Armed Forces in the District Council. Before 
staging the walkout he said that in the last parliament he 
supported the Bill as the participation of the Armed 
forces in the state administration would ensure political 
stability by stopping repetition of coups and promulga- 
tion of Martial Law. He said that it was unfortunate that 
Jatiya Party which passed the Bill ensuring the partici- 
pation of the Armed Forces in the District Council and 
introduced the same Bill deleting the provision of the 
Armed Forces participation in administration. He 
observed that introduction of the Bill without Armed 
Forces participation would mean surrender to the poli- 
tics of Awami League, BNP, Jamaat and other parties 
that want violence and anarchy in the country. He 
demanded introduction of the same Bill passed in the 
last Jatiya Sangsad. 


Replying to the statement of the Leader of the Opposi- 
tion, Deputy Prime Minister in charge of the Ministry of 
Local Government, Shah Moazzem Hossain who intro- 
duced the Bill in the House said that the new Bill in the 
amended form was much more democratic reflecting the 
hopes and aspirations of people. He said that the Bill 
passed in the last Jatiya Sangsad. 


The Bill passed in the House on Monday will form 
District Council in 64 districts with representative mem- 
bers, appointed members, women members and ex- 
officio members. Members of the Parliament, Chairman 
of Upazila Parishad and Pourashavas will be the repre- 
sentative members. Government will appoint members 
from both sex who are residents of the concerned district 
whose number will not exceed the representative mem- 
bers. Deputy Commission and other Government offi- 
cials will be ex-Officio members but they will have no 
voting power. 


The Government will appoint a Chairman of the District 
Council by Gazette notification for a three-year tenure. 
However, the government can remove any chairman 
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without assigning any reason. The Government can also 
appoint any acting Chairman. The Chairman will have 
to submit an account of his property and assets before 
taking over his office. 


The objective of the Bill said that the District Councils 
would be formed to have a forum at the district level to 
supervise different development programmes in the dis- 
trict. 


The Opposition members returned to the House after the 
Bill was passed by voice vote rejecting the amendments 
of Mr Shahjahan Siraj, Mr Nurul Islam and Mr M. A. 
Gofran for soliciting public opinion on the Bill. 


The House passed the Prime Minister’s (remunerations 
and privileges), (Amendment) Bill, 1988 without much 
resistance from the Opposition. Prime Minister and the 
Leader of the House Mr Moudud Ahmed moved the Bill 
which will double the discretionary fund of the Prime 
Minister to Taka three lakh from Taka 1.5 lakh. 


Deputy Prime Minister’s Denial 
46001519 Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in 
English 11 May 88 p 1 


[Text] The Zila Parishad Bill was only introduced in the 
Jatiya Sangsad on Monday and not passed as reported in 
some dailies on Tuesday, reports BSS. 


This was stated by the Deputy Prime Minister Shah 
Moazzem Hossain, who is LGRD Minister in reply to a 
point of order raised by Mr Shahjahan Siraj (JSD-Siraj) 
in the Jatiya Sangsad session on Tuesday. 


Drawing the attention of the Speaker, Mr Siraj said that 
some of the national newspapers including the Bangla- 
desh Times, the New Nation and the Bangladesh 
Observer reported on Tuesday that the Zila Parishad Bill 
was passed yesterday. He said the bill was not passed but 
only introduced. he also sought ruling of the Speaker on 
the point, saying that if such misreporting continued. 
people would be confused. 


Taking the floor, Deputy Prime Minister Shah Moazzem 
Hossain said that the headlines of those newspapers said 
that the Zila Parishad Bill was passed which is not a fact. 
He clarified that the bill was only introduced, not passed 
an sought steps by the Speaker so that the mistake is 
corrected by the newspapers concerned. 


Giving a humorous touch in his statement the Deputy 
Prime Minister later said that the mistakes by the 
reporters concerned might be due to the “situation” 
created by “them” (indicating Mr Shahjahan Siraj) dur- 
ing the introduction of the bill yesterday. The leader of 
the Opposition on Monday had staged a walk-out in 
protest against the deletion of provision of Armed Forces 
participation that was once the part of the bill passed by 
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the third parliament last year. Mr Shahjahan Siraj and 
his two party members also staged a walk-out in protest 
against re-introduction of the bill. 


The Speaker, Mr Shamsul Huda Chowdhury later 
assured them that he would take appropriate measures 
so that a correction is printed. 


The news item headlined “District Council Bill passed” 
published in the front page in our paper on Tuesday was 
not correct. The actual headline should have been “Dis- 
trict Council Bill introduced’. The content was also 
misleading. 


This inadvertent mistake is deeply regretted. 


19274 


Amendment Declaring Islam State Religion 
Introduced 


Prime Minister Moves Act 
46001520 Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in 
English 12 May 88 p 1 


[Text] A bill for the 8th amendment of the country’s 
Constitution was introduced in Jatiya Sangsad on 
Wednesday to declare Islam as the state religion and set 
up six permanent Benches of the High Court division 
outside the capital. 


The Prime Minister and the Leader of the House, Mr 
Moudud Ahmed, moved the Constitution (Eighth 
Amendment) Act, 1988 in the House without resistance 
from the Opposition. 


In the Opposition side only, Mr Shahjahan Siraj of JSD 
(Siraj) protested under the introduction of the Bill. He 
said that the Bill was moved with an ulterior motive to 
use Islam in politics in “‘Pakistani style.” 


The Leader of the Opposition, Mr A. S. M. Abdur Rab, 
did not object to the introduction of the Bill but criti- 
cised the government in moving the Bill in the House 
abruptly without prior information of the MPs. 


Introducing the Bill in the House, Mr Moudud Ahmed 
said that the amendment of the Constitution was moved 
to declare Islam as the state religion to fulfill the hopes 
and aspirations of the people of the country. 


Refuting the charge of introducing the Bill abruptly the 
Prime Minister said that the Government had no inten- 
tion to pass the Bill hurriedly without any discussion like 
the other amendments of the Constitution were adopted 
by the last Parliaments. He said that enough time would 
be given for discussion on the Bill and to assess public 
opinion. 
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The Prime Minister asserted that this was the first time 
a Constitution Amendment Bill had been introduced 
and was being kept pending for discussion. 


Past Amendments Done in Few Minutes 


He reminded that the 4th, 5th and 6th Amendments of 
the Constitution were moved and passed in few minutes 
without any discussion in the last Parliaments. He 
assured that the Government would take time for dis- 
cussion on the Bill and, if required, referendum would be 
held to assess public opinion. 


Earlier in the morning, the Jatiya Party Parliamentary 
Party (JPPP) in its meeting endorsed the Bill for intro- 
duction in the House. President Ershad attended the 
JPPP meeting at the Shangsad Bhavan and addressed the 
Jatiya Party MPs. 


Prime Minister Moudud Ahmed told this correspondent 
that this was for the first time a Constitution amendment 
Bill was placed before the Parliamentary Party of the 
ruling party for endorsement. On earlier occasions, Con- 
stitution amendments were moved in the House without 
any consultation n the ruling party Parliamentary Party. 


The Constitution (Eighty Amendment) Act, 1988 will 
insert a new Article (2A) after Article 2 of the Constitu- 
tion for declaring Islam as the state religion. The Article 
2A will read “the state religion of the Republic is Islam, 
but other religions may be practised in peace and har- 
mony in the Republic.” 


6 Permanent Benches of High Court Div 


The Bill aimed at amending the Article 100 of the 
Constitution to set up six permanent Benches of the 
High Court Division at Barisal, Chittagong, Comilla, 
Jessore, Rangpur and Sylhet. Under the amendment the 
Article 100 will read “(1) the permanent seat of the 
Supreme court shall be in the capital, (2) the High Court 
Division and the Judges thereof shall sit at the perma- 
nent seat of the Supreme Court and at the seats of its 
permanent Benches, (3) the High Court Division shall 
have a permanent Bench each at Barisal, Chittagong, 
Comilla Jessore, Rangpur and Sylhet and each perma- 
nent Bench shall have such Benches as the Chief Justice 
may determine from time to time, (4) a permanent 
Bench shall consist of such number of Judges of the High 
Court Division as the Chief Justice may deem it neces- 
sary to nominate to that Bench from time to time and on 
such nomination the Judges shall be deemed to have 
been transferred to that Bench, (5) the President shall, in 
consultation with the Chief Justice, assign the areas in 
relation to which each permanent Bench shall have 
jurisdictions, power, functions conferred or that may be 
conferred on the High Court Division by the Constitu- 
tion or any other law and (6) the Chief Justice shall make 
rules to provide for all incidental, supplemental or 
consequential matters relating to the permanent 
Benches.” 
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Decoration From Foreign Sales 


The 8th Constitution Amendment Bill will prohibit 
acceptance of any title, honour, award or decoration 
from any foreign state by any citizen of Bangladesh 
without the prior approval of the President by amending 
the Article 30 of the Constitution. 


The Bill will amend the word ‘Bengali’ and write ‘Bangla’ 
in Article 3 and change the word ‘Dacca’ to ‘Dhaka’ in 
Article 5 of the Constitution. 


It may be mentioned here that all the Opposition alli- 
ances and parties, both fundamentalist and progressive, 
protested the introduction of Islam as the state religion. 
President Ershad had publicly reiterated his intention to 
make Islam as the state religion despite protests from the 


Opposition. 


Reaction in House 
46001520 Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in 
English 12 May 88 pp 1, 10 


[Article by Reazuddin Ahmed] 


[Text] The 8th Amendment Bill of the Constitution 
providing for declaring Islam as state religion and setting 
up of six permanent Benches of the High Court outside 
the capital was introduced in the House on Wednesday 
without any prior knowledge of the members. The Bill 
was supposed to be circulated among the members on 
the previous night. But to their surprise the members saw 
it on their table at 10 a.m. after the Jatiya Party Parlia- 
mentary Party meeting on Wednesday morning. What 
was the urgency of tabling the Bill on Wednesday morn- 
ing without giving any hint earlier could not be known. 
The Leader of the House, Prime Minister Moudud 
Ahmed, did not reply when the Leader of the Opposition 
wanted to know the reason of moving the Bill so quickly. 


There was no resistance in the House against introduc- 
tion of the 8th Amendment Bill of the Constitution. The 
lone voice of dissent by Shahjahan Siraj went unheard by 
the House. He said that the Amendment was being made 
providing for declaring Islam as state religion with an 
ulterior motive. He reminded that the similar moves 
failed in the then East Pakistan when the Pakistanis tried 
to use religion for political gains. He was not given the 
microphone as he took the floor after the Bill was moved. 


Prime Minister Maudud Ahmed said with a touch of 
humour that Mr Shahjahan Siraj had missed the bus. Mr 
Maudud Ahmed was quite helpful to the Opposition 
newcomers Wednesday. he asked them to get ready for 
discussion on the Bill for days and week together. He 
hinted that even there may be a referendum on this Bill 
to elicit public opinion. 


The Amendment of the Clause 2 of the Constitution by 
adding 2A which reads “the state religion of the Republic 
is Islam, but other religions may be practised in peace 
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and harmony in the Republic will not change the funda- 
mental principle of the Constitution”. Some members of 
the parliament wondered what difference it would make 
to the fundamentals of the constitution. Because the 
fundamental principles in our Constitution in Article 8 
Sub-clause (1) states that the principles of absolute trust 
and faith in Almighty Allah and in Sub-clause (1A) 
absolute trust and faith in Almighty Allah shall be the 
basis of all actions is the fundamental basis of our faith 
in Islam. 


The insertion of the sub-clause (2A) in the Constitution 
through the 8th Amendment of the Constitution will not 
need any referendum under the Article 142 of the 
Constitution. The Sub-clause (1A) of the Article 142 
states “not withstanding anything contained in Clause 
(1) when a Bill is passed which provides for the amend- 
ment of the preamble or any provisions of Articles 8, 48, 
56, 58, 80, 92A or this Article (142) is presented to the 
President for assent, the President shall, within the 
period of seven days after the Bill is presented to him, 
caused to be referred to a referendum the question 
whether the Bill should or should not be assented to”’. 
The 8th Amendment does not come under this purview. 
But there is a move to elicit public opinion through a 
referendum before assenting to this Bill. 


The 8th Amendment of the Constitution also contained 
the controveisial provision for setting up of six perma- 
nent Benches outside the capital. The Article 100 of the 
Constitution which provided for “the permanent Seat of 
the Supreme Court shall be in the capital, but sessions of 
the High Court Division may be held at such other place 
or places as the Chief Justice may, with the approval of 
the President, from time to time appoint. 


The proposed amended version says “the High Court 
Division shall have a permanent Bench each at Barisal, 
Chittagong, Comilla, Jessore, Rangpur and Sylhet and 
each permanent Bench shall have such Benches as the 
Chief Justice may determine from time to time.” 


19274 
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Congress (I) General Secretary Azad Profiled 
46000159b Calcutta SUNDAY in 
English12-18 Jun 88 p 83 


[Article by Seema Mustafa] 


[Text] The secret of success in present-day politics lies in 
servility to the “masters” and arrogance towards the 
“minions.” Ghulam Nabi Azad, a powerful general sec- 
retary of the AICC(I), has perfected the art. Inarticulate, 
Azad has never been known for his intelligence or 
political vision but is today amongst the most influential 
advisors of Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi. He has a 
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finger in every political pie—be it Punjab or Allaia- 
bad—and his advice, apparently, carries considerable 
weight with the Prime Minister. 


Azad began his political career in Jammu and Kashmir 
where he worked in the district and state level organisa- 
tions of the party. He did contest one Lok Sabha election 
from his home state but lost miserably, securing less than 
400 votes. He has subsequently contested and won from 
Maharashtra. Azad first came into contact with Sanjay 
Gandhi in 1973 and worked hard to gain the latter’s 
confidence. He succeeded and was made the Youth 
Congress(I) president in 1980. His mentor died but Azad 
continued in the post for a while. 


Azad’s contribution to the Youth Congress(I) organisa- 
tion was negligible. He did not have much to say, being 
unable to articulate exactly what he planned to do with 
the organisation. But Azad had made it clear that he 
would serve his “masters” to the best of his ability. 


Ironically enough, Azad initially incurred the wrath of 
Rajiv Gandhi. According to a close friend of Rajiv 
Gandhi in those days, the Prime Minister “hated Azad, 
held him in the utmost contempt and was after Mrs 
Gandhi to remove Azad from the Youth Congress pres- 
identship.” He finally had his way and Azad went into 
temporary oblivion: from the powerful president of the 
Youth Congress, Azad was made the deputy minister for 
law. But he did not despair and continued to report back 
to the Prime Minister—by now Rajiv Gandhi had taken 
over the reins of the government—about the goings-on in 
the party. Soon Azad was reward [as printed] for his 
“information”: he was promoted to the rank of minister 
of state. 


The real break, of course, came last year when the Rajiv 
Gandhi government was reeling under allegations of 
financial scandals and a virulent attack against the 
leadership from within the party. Azad, who had little to 
lose and much to gain, made a move which turned out to 
be an ace. He reportedly went to the Prime Minister 
saying that he would resign from the government and 
work for the organisation: to strengthen the party and to 
meet the challenge posed by the dissidents. With this 
move Azad worked him way into the Prime Minister’s 
heart. At a time when most politicians were angling for 
ministerial berths, here was a man who was willing to 
leave the government and all its privileges for the party. 
The Prime Minister must have been greatly impressed. 


From then on, Azad has not looked back. The first 
indication that Azad was the PM’s new “Man Friday” 
came on 20 March when a Congress(I) rally was orga- 
nised at Lucknow. All concerned ministers turned up to 
board the Prime Minister’s flight from Delhi to Lucknow 
but there was no sign of Azad. And when the Prime 
Minister’s cavalcade arrived without Azad it was pre- 
sumed that he would not be going. But surprise was in 
store when Rajiv Gandhi arrived. The Prime Minister 
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was driving his own car with Ghulam Nabi Azad sitting 
beside him. And, throughout the trip, Azad was always 
by the Prime Minister’s side. 


As a general secretary of the Congress(I), Azad drives 
around in a bullet-proof car. What is more, Rajiv 
Gandhi has conferred the ultimate favour on him—he 
has given him the office he had occupied as the AICC(I) 
general secretary. The room had been kept empty, and 
even G.K. Moopanar had not been able to stake his 
claim to it. Ghulam Nabi Azad today is the privileged 
occupant. 


Azad’s proximity to the seat of power has made him 
arrogant. Azad, who stands quietly beside Rajiv Gandhi 
with a vacant smile on his face, is a different being when 
he deals with lesser beings. In Allahabad recently, after 
the official candidate for the byelection had been 
announced. Azad was seen ordering around the chief 
minister of UP, Veer Bahadur Singh, and AICC(I) trea- 
surer, Sitaram Kesri. And both of them ran around 
obeying his commands. Finally, Azad retired into one of 
the rooms for a brief chat with correspondents—inciden- 
tally, he likes the press and publicity. In close attendance 
were Veer Bahadur Singh and Kesri, neither of whom 
were given a chance to speak. 


Apart from the bullet-proof car, Azad is the only general 
secretary of the party authorised to take a chartered 
flight whenever he wants it. Apart from being in charge 
of the party affairs in states like Punjab and Uttar 
Pradesh, he also looks after public relations and admin- 
istration—the first time that the last two duties have 
been given to one general secretary. That he is all 
powerful in the present set up is an unanimous opinion. 
But the question is: how long will he last? 


08309 


Report Views Demand To Divide Assam 
46000159a Calcutta SUNDAY in English 
12-18 Jun 88 pp 44-45 


{Article by Radhika Ramaseshan] 


[Text] Until the middle of last year it was just one of the 
many student organisations which mushroomed in 
Assam in the wake of the success of the All Assam 
Students Union (AASU). There are, for iistance, the 
AATSU (Ali Assam Tribal Students’ Union), the 
ACKSA (All Cachar Karimganj Students’ Association), 
the KSA (Karbi Students’ Association) and numerous 
similiar outfits, each one raising the sectarian demands 
of the ethnic group it primarily represents. But today, the 
ABSU (Ali Bodo Students’ Union) has outstripped them 
all: in fact, it has thrown up the biggest political chal- 
lenges the AGP government currently faces. Bodos are 
the state’s largest tribal group, and the third largest 
ethnic group, after the Assamese and the Bengali” 
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The ABSU is demanding yet another division of Assam: 
it wants all the plains tribals dominating areas, along the 
north bank of the Brahmaputra, constituted into a sep- 
arate tribal state. To achieve its ends, it has launched a 
series of bandhs, rasta rokos and rail blockades, all of 
which have met with tremendous success at least in the 
Kokrajhar and Udalguri areas, which comprise their 
strongholds. ‘the AGP leaders have replied to this chal- 
lenge in different ways: by using police repression, by 
launching a disinformation campaign in collusion with 
certain sections of the press. The ruling party has also 
sought to prop up the PTCA (Plains Tribal Council of 
Assam), the traditional but now greatly discredited party 
of the plains tribals of Assam, and unofficial ally of the 
AGP, as a counter to the ABSU. 


Some of the alleged atrocities committed by the police 
on the tribals of Kokrajhar district have, doubtless, 
already received wide attention. A statewide hue and cry 
was raised over the gang rape by cops of ten Bodo women 
in Bhuimka village last January. The Chief Justice of the 
Guwahati High Court passed strictures against the police 
and the administration in March for this incident. Bui 
police repression is showing no signs of abating: villages 
are still routinely raided in a bid to nab ABSU activists, 
and firing is resorted to at the slightest provocation. 


“The government deliberately concocts reports that the 
ABSU has let Ieose violence so that they can later justify 
the use of police repression,” alleged Upendra Nath 
Brahma, the ABSU president. He pointed out that, for 
example, during the three-day bandh that the ANSU had 
called in end-April, press reports had appeared saying 
that ABSU activists had attacked a police party headed 
by the deputy inspector general (western range), H.K. 
Deka, and the inspector general (CID), M.M. Sagar, as a 
result of which the DSP accompanying them had to open 
fire. He denied any such attack, and curiously enough, 
top police sources also bear him out. 


According to a police official, the district of Kokrajhar, 
one of the most densely forested and backward areas of 
Assam, has always been a hunting ground for criminals 
like poachers and timber smugglers. The agitation is 
being used by such people as a cover to pursue their own 
ends, he said. “It is these people who are responsible for 
the violence which is being attributed to ABSU,” he said. 
He categorically stated that the senior leadership of 
ABSU was not involved in violence or extremism of any 
kind. “But there are a few from the middle and lower 
levels who are not entirely above board, but have links 
with this underworld chain,” he conceded. 


Obviously nobody has given ABSU a totally clean chit, 
and instances of intimidation of non-supporters have 
surfaced. The most serious of these occurred in early 
April at Bhanugaon, a village 20 km from Kokrajhar 
town, where the ABSU virtually engaged in a “‘fratri- 
cidal” war with the traditional tribal party, the PTCA. 
Bhanugaon was one of the few PTCA dominated villages 
in the state, with only a small number owing allegiance to 
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ABSU. ABSU activists allege that these people were 
constantly harassed by the PTCA supporters, who had 
even attempted to usurp land belonging to an ABSU 
supporter, Rabiram Nazary. To put an end to this, the 
local unit of the AESU called for a social boycott of this 
village. 


The flash-point came on 6 April, when Anila Nazary, 
Rabiram’s sister, was allegedly molested by some PTCA 
boys when she was alone at home. A medical examina- 
tion disproved the allegation, leaving a cloud of suspi- 
cion around the ABSU’s motive in making such a charge. 
But a top-ranking police official, who claimed to have 
met Anila, said she was slapped severely on the face, as 
a result of which she suffered an eye injury. This incident 
provoked the ABSU activists to burn the houses of the 
PTCA sympathisers living in Bhanugaon. 


Despite the growing tendency to adopt strongarm tactics, 
police officials admit that the ABSU has the kind of 
grassroots support that even established political parties 
like the PTCA could never muster. 


08309 
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Commentary Claims U.S. Supplied Mules to 
Afghan Rebels 
46560039a Karachi AMN in Urdu 27 Apr 88 p 3 


[Column “From Jumma Khan’s Pen”: “Where Will 
These Mules Go?”’] 


[Excerpts] We learned many secrets when Rawalpindi’s 
ordnance store blew up. It was almost an open admission 
of our helping the United States store ammunition for 
the mujahiddin. We also learned that the United States 
had not only sent ammunition but also mules able to 
carry heavy loads in difficult mountain terrain. These 
mules are found in one of the U.S. states and are used by 
their military. 


Pakistani people never knew that the United States had 
sent mules for Afghan mujahiddin. Foreign newspapers 
were aware of rockets, missiles and bombs being sent to 
Afghanistan from the United States, but even they, did 
not know about these mules. Pakistani donkeys were 
used to transport heavy weapons through difficult moun- 
tainous terrain before these mules were sent here. The 
donkeys were not good in mountains and tended to fall 
hurting themselves and destroying weapons. These spe- 
cial mules were imported from the United States for 
efficient transportation of weapons in the mountains. A 
large number of U.S. mules has helped Afghans. The sad 
part is that no one has ever said anything in their praise. 
There is no dearth of poets in Pakistan and we lose count 
of poets who write about our government, the U.S. 
government, and the mujahiddin. Perhaps information 
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about these mules was a military secret or the dollar- 
loving poets would have written a lot in praise of these 
mules. This would have given something different for 
connoisseurs of poetry. 


We wonder how did these mules travel to Pakistan from 
the United States. They are not a secret weapon like the 
Stinger which could be brought in a ship to Karachi and 
moved to Peshawar in closed NLC [National Logistics 
Cell] trucks. Movement of military weapons and impo- 
sition of martial law regimes is always carried out in the 
dark. The close relationship between military dictator- 
ships and total darkness deserves a close inquiry. Why 
the people of Karachi were deprived of seeing the 
American mules if they had really arrived in Karachi by 
sea? We believe that they were brought in U.S. cargo 
planes under cover of darkness to Peshawar and were 
moved to tribal areas during the night. 


07997 


Wali Khan’s Pro-Soviet Stand Criticized 
46560037b Lahore NAWA-I-WAQT in Urdu 
11 Apr 88 p 5 


[Column “Fifth Column” by Prof Muhammad Salim : 
“Wali Khan’s Bad Luck”’] 


[Text] Khan Abdul Wali Khan, leader of the National 
Awaami Party [NAP], claims to be an awaami [people’s] 
leader. His party has retained the word ‘awaami’ in each 
of its incarnations. However, his record shows that he is 
not an ‘awaami’ leader. 


For examples, his politics have always been in support of 
Afghan people, but he has retained close relationship 
with the government in Kabul and not with the Afghan 
people. He never has cared who sat on the throne in 
Kabul and how he got the throne. He just sent congrat- 
ulatory messages to whoever became the ruler. He used 
to pray for Tahir Shah. When Tahir Shah was over- 
thrown by Sardar Daud, Wali Khan began to worship for 
the latter. He used to visit Sardar Daud in Kabul and 
enjoy his hospitality. When Nur Mohammad Taraki 
destroyed Sardar Daud with the help of the Soviet army, 
Wali Khan established a close relationship with him. He 
certainly did not feel guilty doing it, either. He even 
thought of shedding some tears at the grave of his old 
associate Sardar Daud. When Hafizullah Amin removed 
Taraki from power, Wali Khan extended his hand of 
friendship to this vain person as well. Similarly, he 
stayed close to Babrek Karmal and Dr Najibullah. He 
visits Kabul often at Dr Najibullah’s invitation. As for 
the common people, Wali Khan has ignored them 
totally. When Afghans rebelled against the Soviet inva- 
sion of Afghanistan, Wali Khan’s total sympathy 
remained with Moscow and Kabul. For the last 8 or 9 
years, the Afghan people have been fighting against 
Soviet occupation and the puppet government in Kabul. 
Hundreds of thousands of Afghans have sacrificed their 
lives for iii» cause. Over half million Afghans have 
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become refugees in Pakistan and Iran. Afghan Mujahid- 
din have been praised all over the world for their 
unprecedented struggle for freedom. All countries, 
except India, have acclaimed them for their bravery. 
Look at Wali Khan. Instead of supporting the Afghan 
Mujahiddin at this crucial time, he is supporting the 
Soviet aggressors and their puppets in Kabul. Every 
important person visiting Pakistan makes it a point to 
visit Afghan refugee camps in Peshawar. However, look 
at Khan Wali Khan, he could not visit these camps, even 
though he lives less than a mile from them. Let us forget 
about his not visiting refugee camps, since even the 
mention of these camps makes him uncomfortable. 
Thus, Mr Khan has chosen, once again, to take sides with 
the oppressors instead of the oppressed. In 1947, his 
father, instead of helping downtrodden Muslims, sup- 
ported [All India] Congress which was intent upon 
enslaving Muslims. 


Wali Khan along with Dr Najibullah is very depressed 
since the Soviet Union decided to withdraw its armed 
forces from Afghanistan. Even when the Soviet leader, 
Gorbachev admited that they made a mistake in sending 
armed forces into Afghanistan, Wali Khan thinks it was 
a not a mistake. Wali Khan just is opposed to a univer- 
sally accepted fact. The whole world supports the inde- 
pendence of the Afghan mujahiddin, but Wali Khan 
insists on calling the Afghan mujahiddin fugitives. One 
hundred and twenty three countries have praised Paki- 
stan for helping the mujahiddin, while Wali Khan 
believes that Pakistan is fighting the war for the United 
States. He has advised us time and again to recognize 
Najib’s government in order to avoid being ransacked by 
the Soviet Union. He was overjoyed when the Soviet 
soldiers entered Afghanistan and informed Pakistanis of 
the “good news” about ending U.S. imperialism. 
Recently, when Frank Carlucci visited Pakistan, Wali 
Khan commented that he has come to give guidelines to 
the Pakistan government. He does not want anyone else 
to like what he does not like. Pakistani people did not 
object to his frequent meetings with the Indian ambas- 
sador. Why did he get upset at the visit by the U.S. 
secretary of state to Pakistan? 


At every historical occasion, Khan Wali Khan’s family 
has chosen the wrong side and this is Wali Khan’s 
greatest misfortune. In the first half of this century when 
all Muslims in India united on one platform, Wali 
Khan’s father chose to go his own way. During the last 
part of this century when the whole world supported the 
Afghan people’s struggle for freedom, Wali Khan decides 
to join the opponents. Who can change history? Wali 
Khan’s family had chosen to swim upstream and he is 
suffering from the results of that mistake. He, however, 
still insists on swimming upstream. He could not stop 
the establishment of Pakistan, and he will not be able to 
stop the Afghan people from having their own govern- 
ment. [All India] Congress had betrayed Khan Abdul 
Ghaffar Khan and had left him on his own by agreeing to 
the demand for a separate Muslim country. The Soviet 
Union will sacrifice Dr Najibullah and make peace with 
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the mujahiddin. Wali Khan will be left stunned by these 
developments. He will be left in limbo. Khan Abdul 
Ghaffar had complained to Congress that it had left him 
to the wolves. Any day now, Khan Wali Khan will 
complain to the Soviet Union that it has thrown him in 
a pit full of lions. The wolves did not harm Khan Abdul 
Ghaffar Khan, instead they adored and protected him. 
Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan, however, never excused 
these ‘wolves’ and kept trying to harm Pakistan. Howe- 
ver,the Afghan lion will not be so tolerant, since they are 
his fellow countrymen and they will not be able to forget 
the sacrifice of 1.2 million Afghans. 


Khan Wali Khan always advises others to read the 
writing on the wall, but he does not follow his own 
advise. The Soviets are leaving Afghanistan and Najibul- 
lah will not be able to stay in Kabul for long. It is possibe 
that he would leave Kabul even before the Soviets leave 
Afghanistan. Flying straws herald the coming of a storm. 
Ajmal Khatak, Wali Khan’s protector in Afghanistan, 
has already moved to India. Even the Soviet military 
advisers are selling their household goods cheaply. The 
rouble has been losing its value sharply. It is Wali Khan’s 
misfortune if he cannot pay attention to all these signs. 
May he be saved from making anymore mistakes and tie 
his luck to Islam instead of following the Soviets. 
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Afghan Settlement Merely a Convenient 
Agreement Between Superpowers 
46560036 Karachi JANG in Urdu 25 Apr 88 p 3 


[Article by Manzoor Ahmad: “‘An Interesting Aspect of 
Afghan Issue”’} 


[Text] Political observers say that after the sudden death 
of Indian Prime Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri a super- 
power played a key role in making Mrs Indira Gandhi 
India’s prime minister. This appointment was in the 
practical interest of the world politics of this superpower. 
The fact that a superpower played a significant role in 
ousting the Janata party before expiration of its term of 
office because it disregarded the wishes of the super- 
power and bringing Mrs Gandhi to power for a second 
time in the interim elections was a topic of discussion in 
international and official circles for a long time. Simi- 
larly a superpower took keen interest in dividing Paki- 
stan and this fact has been specifically mentioned by the 
secretary of state of the superpower in his book of 
memoirs. A high ranking official of a superpower warned 
Pakistani Prime Minister Zulfigar Ali Bhutto that if he 
did not give up his plans of becoming a nuclear power 
then he would be made an example for world. 


In Iran Mossadeq government was ousted at the instiga- 
tion of a superpower and later the Shahinshah of Iran 
himself became the victim of indifference of this super- 
power because in accordance with the world policy of 
this superpower the Shahinshah’s role had become use- 
less. In the Philippines without the open help of this 
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superpower Corey Aquino could not have come to power 
and Sardar Daud wouldn’t have lost his life and govern- 
ment if the superpower hadn’t hinted to that effect. The 
rulers of developing countries are no more than pieces of 
chess as far as the superpowers are concerned. As the 
saying goes even the wise and the learned are unaware of 
the moves of the chess-players. 


These are the real facts of life in a world we are living and 
denying them tantamounts to self-deception. In the 
context of short accounts of the events just mentioned it 
won't be difficult to understand at this time whether it 
will be possible for any armed or unarmed force to set up 
a government of its choice or standard in the third world. 


After the armed intervention of Soviet Union in Afghan- 
istan in 1979 the bravery and valor with which the 
Afghan Mujahids defended and fought for their freedom 
will continue to draw appfause and acclamation of the 
highest order of honor and valor. The coming genera- 
tions in Afghanistan will always [have] their pride and 
glorify the performances of their elders in a befitting 
manner but no one can deny the fact that if the United 
States had not provided the Afghan Mujahids with really 
highest quality of arms, then the Afghans would have to 
face unsurmountable difficulties in the war against the 
Soviets. 


Could the Vietnamese freedom fighters despite the lead- 
ership of Ho Chi Minh been able to win their war of 
national government without the profuse supply of Chi- 
nese and Soviet arms. There is no doubt the Vietnamese 
freedom fighters risked their lives but such action against 
a well armed force wouldn’t be less than suicidal. The 
days of passive resistance are over. Now both the parties 
engaged in a war have to be armed with weapons and 
only unbalance of the deadliness of the arms can be 
considered to be a decisive factor. In the Second World 
War the German nation surrendered in the face of better 
and abundance of U.S. arms. The Japanese despite their 
dexterity, expedience and equipment were forced to lay 
down their arms after the United States attacked 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki with atomic bombs. 


Even today people considered as authorities on military 
affairs say that the stinger rockets supplied by the United 
Siates changed the course of the war in Afghanistan and 
forced the Soviets to withdraw their forces from that 
country. In other words where the United States failed to 
play a decisive role arms supplied by the United States 
did. The Indo-Chinese war in 1962 and the Indo-Pak 
wars of 1965 and 1971 also proved the principle of arms 
superiority. Today every country in the third world 
without heeding its resources seeks to obtain the most 
deadly weapons from the West so as to do away with the 
individual lack of balance between smaller and bigger 
countries. 


The superpowers do not give any importance to princi- 
ples or regulations when it comes to protecting their 
interest. They consider the freedom and independence of 
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smaller and weaker nations as insignificant words. In 
order to attack Libya U.S. bombers and fighter planes fly 
from British bases and the British Government cannot 
say anything. 


The current Iranian Government is established against 
the wishes of a superpower; the United States, in order to 
protect its interests in the Persian Gulf and avenge the 
disgrace of American hostages not only started a war life 
and death between Iran and Iraq but it entered the 
Persian Gulf with all its superior naval forces and 
announced in clear and unambiguous terms that the new 
Iranian Government could pose a threat to U.S. interest 
in the Persian Gulf and that it was necessary to take 
advanced precautionary measures. U.S. Naval ships and 
aircraft destroyed various Iranian targets and that the 
United States was ready for further action. 


Under these circumstances to think or show that a free 
and independent government can be established in 
Afghanistan which can reflect the wishes and desires of 
the Afghan people is wishful thinking. Soviet forces are 
being withdrawn from Afghanistan just to brighten the 
prospects of success of the upcoming Reagan-Gorbachev 
summit in Moscow. The Soviet Union has promised that 
before Reagan’s term of office expires it will withdraw all 
its forces from Afghanistan so that Reagan may attain a 
high and enviable position in the United States and 
world history. If it is in the U.S. interest that the war in 
Afghanistan should continue until political changes take 
place in Iran then despite the Geneva agreements this 
war will continue and the Soviets will become a tool for 
attainment of U.S. goals. If Moscow wants that there 
should be no peace in Afghanistan even after the with- 
drawal of its forces from that country then the United 
States will provide the Afghan Mujahids with arms and 
ammunitions in order to keep the war in Afghanistan 
going. The agreement reached between the United States 
and Soviet Union only provides for the withdrawal of 
Soviet forces from Afghanistan. The Geneva agreement 
does not specify that there should be ceasefire and that 
the Afghan refugees in Pakistan and Iran return to their 
hearths and homes in Afghanistan. 


It is difficult to understand the guarantee provided by 
the United States and Soviet Union. Moscow will con- 
tinue to supply arms and ammunition to its allies and 
similarly the United States too will continue to provide 
the Afghan Mujahids with arms with the result that the 
civil war in Afghanistan will continue, blood will keep 
flowing and the people will continue to die of unnatural 
deaths. Neither will there be peace in Afghanistan nor 
will the Afghan refugees be able to return to their towns 
and villages. Geneva agreement does not state that 
ceasefire is necessary. 


There is no room to say that the Pakistani Government 
did not think of the welfare and national dignity of its 
people while signing the agreement. Pakistan’s Minister 
of State Zain Noorani by refusing to sign the Geneva 
agreement on the scheduled date, that is 14 March, did 
his best to prove that Pakistan is not a U.S. satellite but 
a free and independent country but the interim govern- 
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ment of which Pakistan insisted and made it conditional 
to the signing of the treaty was not included in the 
agreement. Some people may think that for resolving 
critical issues at Geneva we did not have a foreign 
minister and that this responsibility was assigned to a 
minister of state. The foreign ministers of Soviet Union 
and the United States arrived to sign as guarantors. 
However, we may ask as to how far the advice given by 
the Pakistani politicians that participated in the round 
table conference convened by Prime Minister Moham- 
mad Khan Junejo was considered as worth heeding. The 
decision about the U.S. role and the performance of the 
Afghan Mujahids was made by President General 
iviohammad Ziau! Haq before the civil government was 
formed. Even now from the way General Mohammad 
Ziaul Hagq is issuing decisions about the U.S. role and the 
performance of Afghan Mujahids shows that he has the 
last word or that there is complete agreement and 
harmony between Prime Minister Mohammad Khan 
Junejo and the President on this matter. The statement 
issued by President Ziaul Haq on the Afghanistan prob- 
lem after the signing of the Geneva agreement indicates 
that the president believes that the war in Afghanistan 
will continue and that the Afghan Mujahids and the 
Afghan refugees will not be able to return to their 
country and that Pakistan will maintain its position in 
this war. Every effort will be made to avoid the conse- 
quences of the war and the consequences that are not 
possible to avoid will be borne cheerfully. Iranian Gov- 
ernment did not even bother to express its views on the 
agreement though two million Afghan refugees live 
there. Two dangers are self-evident. First Soviet Union 
considered Durand Line as an established issue under 
the international law. But the Afghan Government has 
not been acknowledging it as a settled issue due to which 
the scope of war could be widened. Secondly with the 
withdrawal of the Soviet soldiers the Indian interest in 
Afghanistan will increase. Retired Air Marshal Asghar 
Khan, president of Tahrik-e Istiqlal, went so far as to say 
that the Afghan Government could even ask India for 
military aid. However difficult it may be the Indian 
reaction will have to be faced. But the worst tragedy is 
that despite bracing all these possible dangers and risks is 
that the decision about the government to be established 
in Afghanistan will be made by both the United States 
and Soviet Union on the basis of their mutual interest. 
At the time of making a decision on forming a govern- 
ment in Afghanistan neither the United States nor Soviet 
Union will take into consideration the interest of Paki- 
stan. The Afghan people whether they support Soviet 
Union or the Afghan Mujahids will not be able to do 
anything other than express their regrets. 
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Preparations Urged for Repatriation of Afghan 
Refugees 

46560038B Lahore NAWA-I-WAQT in Urdu 

23 Apr 88 p 12 


[Quetta report by Aziz Bhatt} 


[Text] Political circles are expressing fear and concern 
over the events that are to take placs in the coming 
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month. The rumors that if conditions deteriorate fur- 
ther, martial law may be reimposed, are of special 
concern to those circles that believe in the continuation 
of democracy and the democratic process. At this junc- 
ture, the political parties and their leaders have a heavy 
responsibility to play their part in ending these rumors. 
The “Geneva agreement” and the “Ojrhi Camp tragedy” 
are events that point to future political trends. Respon- 
sibility for the Ojrhi Camp tragedy, instead of being 
blamed on a person or persons, is being laid at the door 
of the government as a whole, and the tenor of criticism 
from the various quarters is of a similar nature. The 
government should not allow the people’s confidence to 
be eroded, it should prove that along with the country’s 
borders and atomic facilities, it is also capable of secur- 
ing its ammunition depots. It appears likely that the 
Ojrhi Camp incident was the work of terrorists. In these 
conditions the security of ammunition depots against 
terrorists and acts of terrorism is included among the 
responsibilities of the government. It is also possible that 
the terrorists may try to repeat the Ojrhi Camp tragedy 
somewhere else. Therefore security aroung ammunition 
depots and important facilities should be further tight- 
ened. As far as the “Geneva agreement ” is concerned, 
withdrawal of Soviet troops will begin on 15 May. It is 
difficult to say what may transpire by then. It will take a 
few weeks to know who lost and who gained and what in 
the “Geneva agreement.” 


The return of Afghan refugees should be concurrent with 
the departure of Russian troops from Afghanistan. Paki- 
stan and its supporter countries have not recognized the 
Najibullah regime. Therefore it is necessary to set up a 
government (possibly interim) that is acceptable to all 
parties, especially the Afghan people. Could such a 
government be formed through negotiations? Will the 
Soviet Union recognize it and tolerate it? Clearly, the 
chances of this happening do not appear to be bright. 
What will happen then? Will the 3-3.5 million Afghan 
nationals remain in Pakistant for a long time? Will 
Pakistan be able to play host to them for a long time? The 
foreign aid that is being extended for the Afgan refugees 
may terminate at any time. All these aspects deserve to 
be examinned with a cool head. There is no doubt that 
the bravery, courage, determination and spirit with 
which the Afghan mujaheddin fought a superpower for 
8-9 years is an unforgettable part of history. They have 
not only stemmed the advance of communism, but they 
have also turned aside the storm threatening the borders 
of Pakistan. The Afghan people have made great sacri- 
fices for the sake of their freedom, and national integrety 
and restoration to their soverignty. The result is that they 
have become immortal in history. The spirit of Ismlamic 
brotherhood under which the Pakistani Government 
and people served the 3.5 million Afghan refugees is not 
an ordinary matter. As a result, the people of Pakistan 
and Afghanistan have come close together and no inter- 
nal or external enemy can create misunderstanding 
between them. 


In the emerging Afghanistan, whatever government is 
formed in keeping with the wishes and asperations of the 
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people will be close to Pakistan in its nature and think- 
ing. Thus a new chapter of unity, fraternity, friendship 
and comradeship will commence between Pakistan and 
Afghanistan. At present an attempt is being made to 
create a wall of misunderstanding between the people of 
Pakistan and Afghanistan. At such a time, the people of 
both countries need to be vigilant and alert. The leaders 
of the Afghan refugees and the mujaheddin should not 
say that the Afghan refugees will not return from Paki- 
stan. This produces misunderstanding and backlash 
among the local people in Pakistan’s border areas, where 
Afghan refugees live in camps, and at the same time it 
provides an opportunity for these who want to create 
conflict between the Afghan refugees and the local resi- 
dents. It is now necessary for the Afghan refugees to 
prepare themselves mentally for the fact that they must 
return to their motherland. Simultaneous with the with- 
drawal of Soviet troops and the establishment of a 
broad-based government, work on their return to their 
own country should begin. This will enable them to 
return to their country in order to play a crucial role in 
the country’s political future, and it will also frustrate the 
designs of those elements who, by creating a new Israel in 
Afghanistan, want to force 5 million Afghan nationals 
into the kind of conditions that the Palestinians have to 
suffer. The government should also make arrangements 
to take steps for the return of Afghan refugees. A few 
days before the ‘““Geneva agreement,” the Baluchistan 
cabinet reviewed what steps would have to be taken, in 
case an agreement was reached, for the reuturn of Afghan 
refugees. The government should take steps to transfer to 
camps those Afghan nationals who instead of residing in 
the camps are living in cities, and where this is not 
possible, as least the names and addresses of Afghan 
nationals should be available so that when the time 
comes they can be returned to their own country. 
Because of similarities in color and race, dress and 
languange, it is difficult to distinguish who is an Afghan 
national. The return of Afghan refugees to their country 
will also end the propaganda that is carried on against 
them through the activities of Pakistan enemy terrorists. 
The terrorists are only a few in number. Millions of 
Afghan regfugees are indeed freinds of Pakistan and 
Pakistanis. Those who are terrorists are neither friends 
of Pakistan nor can they be well wihshers of th: Afghan 
people. It would be appropriate for Pakistan anc Iran to 
develpop a simialr policy toward the Afganan refugees. 


At the roundtable conference of politicians that Prime 
Minister Mohammed Khan Junejo called to discuss the 
Afghan issue, the majority expressed the opinion that 
Pakistan should sign the “Geneva agreement.” Now that 
Pakistan has signed this agreement, it becomes the moral 
responsibility of these politicians to cooperate with the 
government so that the issue of the return of Afghan 
refugees can also be settled appropriately. It would only 
be fitting for the Prime Minister Junejo to get in touch 
with the politicians and the people about the latest 
developments and for there to be an exchange of ideas 
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concerning the Ojrhi Camp tragedy, the ““Geneva agree- 
ment” and the return of Afghan refugees. Those Paki- 
stani politicians who on account of their particular 
thinking want Pakistan to give in to the Soviet Union or 
India or those reckless people who want to make Pakist- 
san an “American robot” should revise their thinking. 
There should be realization and expression of the fact 
that we are free people of a free and independent 
country. It is surely possible to earn a few pieces of silver 
by becoming someone else’s tool, but this can lead to 
slavery. Only a nation that stands erect and look others 
full in the face can maintain its stature. 
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me Nationalism Issue Raised in Kalabagh Dam 
est 

46560038A Lahore NAWA-I-WAQT in Urdu 

23 Apr 88 p 9 


[Article by Yusuf Khan] 


[Text] The Sind nationalists who are associated with the 
12-party Sind People’s National Alliance (SPNA) have 
taken advantage of a welcome opportunity to mobilize as 
a result of the month-long protest demonstrations 
against the Kalabagh Dam. This may create political and 
electoral problems for the political parties in Sind that 
champion the centrist cause. Following the emergence of 
the mohajir nation movement in Karachi and Hydera- 
bad, the Sind nationalist movement in rural Sind has 
become a matter of concern for the country’s politicians. 
Analyzing the situation, the president of the Pakistan 
People’s Party in Sind, Syed Oasim Ali Shah said that 
the view of the People’s Party’s is that prior to the 
construction of the Kalabagh dam, there should be a fair 
division of the waters of the River Sind. The question of 
the settlement of the division of waters between prov- 
inces is more important than the building of the dam, he 
said, but the People’s Party is a national party and it 
cannot espouse the cause of any one unit of the federa- 
tion. In such an issue the rights of all four units carry the 
same weight. If the cause of the Sind nationalist move- 
ment keeps intensifying in the urban and rural areas of 
Sind, how will the Pakistan Muslim League, the Pakistan 
People’s Party, the National People’s Party, the Jama’at- 
i-Islami, the Jama’at-i-Ulema-i-Pakistan, the NDP, the 
Tehrik-i-Istiqlal, and the Jama’at-i-Ulema-i-Islam be 
able to counter the nationalist forces in Sind in 2 years, 
by 1990? Warning of these dangers, NPP Chairman 
Ghulam Mustafa Jatoi once said that in the present 
conditions, it takes a stout heart to enter politics in 
Pakistan. The government does not realize that the 
center is getting weaker because of its incorrect policies. 
God knows what will be the result if the nationalist 
forces become ineffective. 


In the opinion of a Sindi politician, what the martial law 
government of President General Zia Al-haq sowed the 
civilian politicians will have to reap. In order to crush its 
opponents in Sind, the rulers became diligent followers 
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of G.M. Syedo. This policy paid dividends in the short 
run, inasmuch as their rule was saved, but it cut at the 
roots of the nationalist parties. In the opinion of NDP 
President Sherbaz Mazari, if the forces that espouse the 
cause of Pakistanis federalism in Sind become ineffec- 
tive, it will be a great tragedy for Pakistan. The rulers 
should realize that in the 1985 nonparty elections there 
was no party. There was no program and a party was 
forged from among those who sought election in their 
individual capacities. This party per se had no mandate 
from the people, and that is the root cause of the 
problem. 


When Qazi Hussain Ahmed of the Jama’at-i-Islami was 
leading a Caravan of Love from Peshawar to Karachi, 
the comment was made that the Jama’at-i-Islami wanted 
to create the impression that it was still alive. The results 
of Karachi and Hyderabad municipal elections did not 
affect its standing. The protest rally staged by the Sind 
People’s National Alliance against the Kalabagh dam 
was probably aimed at bringing home to the people of 
Karachi the causes of Sind. In the demonstration, along 
with rejection of the Kalabagh Dam plan, there were 
demands for equitable division of Sind River waters, 
preservation of Sind culture, language and customs, and 
condemnation of the conspiracy to convert Sindis from a 
majority into a minority. This last issue is the one 
causindg real concern to Sindi nationalists, who are 
worried that the present 52 to 48 ratio between Sindis 
and non-Sindis will be reversed in a matter of a few 
years. They are no doubt glad that among the elected 
provincial and federal law makers the non-Sindi repre- 
sentation is not proportionate to their number, but the 
Sindis realize that they are losing their cities. Two years 
ago who could have imagined that the mayors of Karachi 
and Hyderabad would come frome the MQM? Under- 
lining this fear, Dr Hamida Khode of the Jai Sind said at 
the SPNA demonstration that Karachi is ours. We have 
a claim to Karachi because we built it. Rasul Bakhsh 
Palejo said that the fate of Sind is in the hands of Sindis. 
Those who do not consider themselves Sindis are not 
among us. The Urdu-speaking people settled in Sind are 
our brethren, but the Sindis living in Karachi are not well 
treated. Balochi Nasrao Sindi Hakim Ali Zardari, who 
since expressing his opposition to the municipal leader- 
ship of Karachi has been a target of unrelenting state- 
ments, letters and articles of protest, vowed that the 
conspiracy to reduce Sindis to a minority will be 
crushed. In addition to the people from Larkana, 
Nawabshah, Jacobabad, Shikarpur Thatha and Badin, 
those taking part in the SPNA demonstration inculuded 
women from the Sindiani movement. Besides Rasul 
Bakhsh Palijo, Abdul Hafiz Pirzada, Dr Hamida Khode 
and Hakim Ali Zardari, notable among the speakers 
were Hassain Barun, Janeed Somard, Syed Alim Shah, 
Abubakar Zardari, Hassain Bakhsh Narejo, Ghulam 
Rasul Hasso, Imdad Chandeo, Mir Heo, Ibrahim Joeyo, 
Nur Jehan Somarad, Sahibzadi Dahari, Mohammad 
Khan Solangi, Abdulla Bhutto, Qamar Bhatti, Amin 
Khatak, Haibulla Narejo and Ahsanulla Babar. The 
SPNA demonstration was very successful in regard to 
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attendance. The participants in the demonstration con- 
sistently raised the slogan, “the Kalabagh dam is unac- 
ceptable.”’ At the conclusion of the protest demonstra- 
tions, a Sindi nationalist remarked that when the 
mohajirs of the MQM and the Punjabis of the PPI are 
talking of Pathan nationalism, how can Sindi national- 
ism be outlawed? 


What will be the fate of Pakistani nationalists in the face 
of the flood of Sindi nasionalism? 
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Need for Building Oil Refineries Stressed 
46560039b Karachi AMN in Urdu 28 Apr 88 p 3 


{Column “From Jumma Khan’s Pen” : ““New Oil Fields 
Found; Where Are Oil Refineries?’’] 


[Excerpts] Resources to refine oil in Pakistan are very 
limited. We need an oil refinery with higher capacity. 
Our oil production will surpass 50,000 barrels a day 
which will be able to meet 50 percent of our national 
requirement. New oil fields are expected to be found, 
therefore, Pakistan should develop capacity to refine 
100,000 barrels of oil a day to meet our national needs. 


The government of Pakistan is studying three proposals 
in this area. The first plan calls for a mobile refinery 
plant. The second plan suggests leaving the new oil fields 
untouched until the price of oil goes up. The third plan is 
not to refine oil in Pakistan and export crude oil to earn 
foreign exchange and continue importing refined oil 
from other countries. 


These three proposals are the products of our mentality 
which represent General Zia’s tendency toward 
“adhocism.” Our country has been following this ten- 
dency for the last 11 years. The fact is that we have not 
worked according to a plan during this period. We have 
simply wasted this long period of our nation’s life. 


They keep announcing that oil is found in every third 
well dug and that Pakistan will have the capacity to 
pump 50,000 barrels daily which would be enough to 
meet half of our energy needs. At the same time no plans 
are being made to refine the oil which is produced here 
or is imported. 


The three plans which are considered show a total lack of 
organized planning. This clearly shows that we have 
become so lazy that we are not willing to do anything to 
take advantage of a God-given gift. 


It is not difficult to build a large refinery. China, Roma- 
nia, and some Muslim countries are willing to help us in 
this area. We did not even think about consulting them 
about it. We keep making decisions while sitting in 
air-conditioned rooms. 
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Pakistan had tried very hard until the Ayub era to get 
help from our allies to build a steel mill and a heavy 
machinery plant . However, the United States and its 
friends kept telling Pakistan that building billion-rupee 
factories were beyond :ts means and it should try to meet 
its needs through imports. The fact is that Western 
countries are not interested in Third world countries 
becoming self-sufficient. They are interested only in 
selling their products, especially arms and ammunition. 
These Western countries did not want Pakistan to 
become an industrialized nation, therefore, they never 
helped Pakistan. They were hesitant in providing tech- 
nical and scientific assistance. The worst part is that they 
have refused to give technical assistance to Pakistan 
which has been their military ally. We have a steel mill in 
Pakistan, but it was built with Soviet help. A heavy 
machinery rlant is also operating. China helped us build 
it. 

The United States and other Western countries could 
advise and provide technical assistance to Pakistan to 
help build a refinery. However, they did not offer any 
assistance. Our leaders know that the United States will 
not help us. Still, we have not worked out any plan for 
self-sufficiency or tried to get assistance from other 
countries. We are just sitting and waiting for a miracle. 


An oil refinery will help Pakistan become self-sufficient 
in petroleum consumption in a few years. This refir sy 
will refine crude oil produced in our country and will 
produce enough petroleum products for self-sufficiency. 
Industrialized countries want to keep Pakistan depen- 
dent on them even after it is able to pump enough oil to 
meet its needs. They want us to export our crude oil, 
therefore, advise us to import refined oil. Thus, Pakistan 
will waste a lot of foreign exchange, remain dependent 
on other countries, and never acquire modern technol- 
ogy in this area. They also know that building an oil 
refinery will help reduce unemployment in Pakistan. 
Pakistani technicians after gaining experience at home 
will be in high demand in other oil-producing countries. 
All these developments will help Pakistan directly. Any 
country that is against Pakistan’s progress and prosperity 
will not bear such changes. 


It is unfortunate that even after 40 years of indepen- 
dence we have not implemented any plans to become 
self-sufficient. Even today, instead of focusing on export- 
ing finished products, we are satisfied with exporting raw 
material. For example, we export large quantities of 
cotton every year. Why do not we make yarn and export 
it? We could even produce cloth for export. Such action 
would eradicate unemployment in our country and we 
could make more money. 


Our daily oil production is reaching 50,000 barrels a day. 
Instead of making plans to build an oil refinery to reduce 
our dependence on exports, we are talking about import- 
ing more crude oil and keep on buying refined oil from 
other countries at high prices. Do we hate being sclf- 
sufficient? 
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Official Welcome Accorded Indian Movie Stars 
Ridiculed 

46560037a Lahore NAWA-I-WAQT in Urdu 

1] Apr 88 p 5 


(Editorial: “Worship of Indian Artists”] 


[Text] Famous Indian film actor Yusuf Khan, better 
known as Dilip Kumar, has been called by President Zia 
Mohammad as people’s favorite actor and an artist who 
arouses unforgettable emotions among moviegoers. 
Dilip Kumar is visiting Pakistan these days and is 
enjoying our hospitality as our government’s special 
guest. He has been feted by Sind’s chief minister, Suba 
Sarhad’s governor and chief minister, and by President 
Ziaul Haq. Government officials in Lahore are waiting 
to give him a red carpet treatment. The kind of welcome 
given to Dilip Kumar and Rajendar Kumar is not given 
even to our highest governmeni officials when they visit 
India. We are not talking about our ministers or gover- 
nors. They are met by county officers or assistant com- 
missioners when they visit India. Even much higher 
Pakistani officials are not given such warm-hearted 
welcome as is being given to Shatrughan Sinha, Rajendar 
Kumar, and Dilip Kumar. It appears that the emotions 
our leaders have been saving for welcoming Rajiv 
Gandhi are being used in welcoming these artists. Our 
leaders have moved from the policy of ‘peace-by-play- 
ing-cricket’ to ‘peace-by-welcoming-movie-stars’ policy. 
These Indian movie stars, however, still oppose the 
division of this subcontinent and ask for abolishing the 
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border between the two countries. Dilip Kumar, who is 
visiting Pakistan first time since its inception 40 years 
ago, proposed that India and Pakistan should consider 
forming a confederation of the two countries the other 
day. It is simply amazing. Hindus and Muslim have been 
fighting for over 1,000 years. The Hindus never allowed 
Muslims to live in peace and forced them to move to a 
separate country. Even after Muslims moved to a sepa- 
rate country, Hindus never missed an opportunity to 
cause problems and endanger their freedom. Still, in his 
naivete, Dilip Kumar is expressing a desire for a confed- 
eration. 


Perhaps, there is no prejudice between Hindus and 
Muslims working in movie studios. Movie stars use 
Hindu names and apply the holy mark on their foreheads 
to please the majority of Hindus living in India. They do 
not see Muslims being persecuted in Calcutta, Bombay, 
and other cities in India. If a confederation of India and 
Pakistan was possible, why did the subcontinent divide 
into two in the first place? Dilip Kumar considers the 
atmosphere so normal that he proposes a confederation. 
This sounds strange at a time when Surjit Singh Wirk, 
commander of Indiz’s Territorial Army, accused Paki- 
stan of procuring modern weapons to [Sikh militants in] 
Punjab. Dilip Kumar, instead of advising Pakistani 
leaders, should return home and give his advice to 
Indian leaders who because of their hatred for Pakistan 
cause friction between the two countries. Meanwhile, 
these artists should be given exactly the amount of 
attention that an artist deserves. 
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